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DISPLAY ADVERT! 


by e It's all Doctor Who, the whole bloomin' lot of it, 
@ er rom © || ОГ always changing, always developing, but somehow 


always the same. And here at DWM we love it 
to ‘the classic series’ or ‘the old programme’ or the . all, and we don't draw lines between eras. This 


original show, all of which are strangely imprecise issue we've got an article on a story from 1965, 
and, | think, slightly ugly terms, that we got by just released on DVD; a brilliant free CD featuring 
perfectly well without for a good 40 years. And, by the Fifth Doctor, Peter Davison; and our choices 
he same token, you won't see mentions in DWM forthe Top 100 Greatest Death Scenes ever seen 
of ‘the new series’ — except when we're describing in Doctor Who (all of it, naturally, not just the bits 
he season of episodes about to be broadcast. between 1963 and 1989, or 2005 and 2008). 
That doesn't mean that we necessarily expect So, back to the question. Will we be featuring 


more on Doctor Who's rich and brilliant 
pa past? Yes, of course we will, as long as 
there’s something new and interesting 
to say. And that past covers everything 
from Hartnell to Tom Baker to Eccleston 
to Tennant. The next few issues will 
obviously be focussing on those 13 new 
episodes about to hit your screens, but 
there’s plenty more ‘looking back’ to 
come. We've got all the time in 


newer readers to be as interested 
in Yartek, leader of the alien Voord, 
as they are in the Empress of the 
Racnoss — but that's always been 
he case, to be fair. Doctor Who has 
a mad old history, spanning five 
decades, and the Hartnell era is as 
different to Davison's as Davison's 
is to Pertwee's, as Pertwee's is to 
McCoy's, as McCoy's is to Tennant's, 
as Tennant’s is to Eccleston's. 


ight. One thing that we seem 
to get a lot of letters about, and 

fans debate on internet forums, 
and strangers come up to me in 
bars to ask me about, is whether 

DWM should feature more 
material оп ‘the classic series’. 

{ Lote Since this. question isn’t about to 
go away any time son, lêt's take a moment to talk 
about ‘the old show’. S 

To be perfectly honest, | don't believe there's 
any such thing. Doctor Who isn't two different 
television programmes — one that started in 1963, 
and one in 2005 — both competing for coverage 
in the pages of DWM. The Doctor Who that is 
running on television today is ‘the old show’. It's 
not a remake, or a sequel, or an imposter — it's the 
same show. So that's why, if you look back over 
recent issues of DWM, you'll never see references 
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recycle 
recy 


ason / р chats to the 
cast and crew behind this 
issue’s 5 free CD, Cuddlesome. 


gone back more to the idea of toys coming к 
It’s really an exploration of the dark side of the 
human psyche — like all my scripts!" 
Timothy West, a distinguished CBE- 
bestowed actor, portrays Ronald Turvey. 
"A mad scientist, for a change!" he 
chuckles. “Mad scientists come 
up alot in Doctor Who! I'm pretty 
sure | played one in my first 
audio play, Phobos." 
Teddy bears, he notes, 
“are such a short-hand for 
everything that's lovely, 
friendly and comforting, 
The idea of them being invested 
with a malign streak makes for 
good story matter, | think!” 
"It's got the dark elements, the cutesy 
elements and the humour, all mixed up 
together,” enthuses Kate Brown, who plays both 
Miranda Evenden and a marauding Cuddlesome. 
“| get to attack and bite myself! | used Just the 
one microphone...” | 
‚ Matthew Noble is having а riot of a time | 
playing both “loveable idiot” John Dixon and “i, 
Mark Two Cuddlesomes “who sound like Bill and 
Ted Californian surfer dudes!” ; 
“As David Tennant said in Time Crash," he 
confesses, "Peter Davison was my Doctor. The 
minute you start saying the lines, you find yourself № 
getting quite excited by it all and thinking, ‘I'm in 
Doctor Who! It's the coolest thing.” 
"Peter was my favourite tool" says former 
EastEnders regular Roberta Taylor, who plays 
Angela Wisher, this story's one-off companion. 
^He's a very elegant Doctor, with a fabulous 
curiosity. Angela develops quite a soft spot for 
the Doctor too — she obviously appreciates the 
younger man. I'm afraid | did corpse during the 
line ‘Good tackle, Doctor!” 
One notable cast member making his début 
in a Doctor Who audio adventure, as the Tinghus, 
is David Troughton. The son of Second Doctor 
Patrick, he played Private Moot in his father’s 
final story, 1969's The War Games, and King 
Peladon i in 1972's Third Doctor story The Curse of. 
llowing DWM’ visit today will be 
announced as Professor Hobbs in Episode 10 of 
_ the forthcoming 2008 series, Midnight. 
| "Being the ١ inghus i is very good fun!” 
ег have a large teddy 
jh — it would be great 


> Peladon - and! 


P Timothy West 
i 


; : any ne ~ hdi may bej joinin g wr 0 


Is it nice to produce a play starring ап. 
actor who's been on telly as the 
Doctor, mere days back? “Well 
yes!” he laughs. “Obviously 
we've worked with Peter 
for many years. But it was 
lovely to see him excited 
before doing it, and to 
congratulate him on it 


“I didn't watch Time 
Crash as it went out" _ 
admits Peter, “because. 
| was in theatre. But! had of 
course set my recorder! |was just | 
very pleased to have been involved. 

It was а fantastically written little scene, 

which was touching, funny and provided that 
nice connection between the different periods 
of the series.” 


of Big Finish's fine work (and we're assuming 
you've already listened to the CD; spoiler- 
phobes? If not, then put it on right now, and 
come back here in 50 minutes!), you'll hopefully 
be on familiar ground. Much like the TV series, 
it's fast, lively and humourous, while anchored in 


present-day Earth. Interestingly, the basic concept i 


was born two decades back, when the fan-group 
Audio Visuals recorded a somewhat wilder 
version. “In today’s more rarified and responsible 
atmosphere,’ concedes Nick, “it’s probably not 
the best idea to do a story about toys injecting 
diseases into children’s eyes! That was all Nigel 5 
idea, by the way...” 

That'll be Nigel Fairs, the writer of 
Cuddlesome" 5 e Ор о years | 


0 ja 
Е 
] 


_ fine cast behind him. It's unusual in that it's а 
Е a Doctor Stm ee go 5 е а 


afterwards!’ 


ONCE YOU VE DEVOURED CUDDLESOME, DE ان‎ 


Kate Brown 


| | їз all about a dastardly plot to 0 


| infect the world,” says Peter 
Davison of Cuddlesome, the 
|... Doctor Who adventure which 
L4. comes free with this very 
| magazine, “because someone 
| маз nasty to someone when 
they were young! It's a nice 

idea — s are the perfect way to get to the 
population. Evil” 

Peter is sitting in production company Big 
Finish's South London studios — the place 
where officially-sanctioned Doctor Who audio 


adventures are born. This 15 21 November 2007, 


а mere five days after the great man starred 
alongside David Tennant in BBC One's Children 
in Need Special Time Crash. Bizarrely looking 
younger than he did on the box — despite 
Sporting a fairly bushy beard ~ Peter also has 
slightly ragged vocal chords, probably thanks 
to having appeared in the West End's Spamalot 
musical on a regular basis since July. He'll be 
treading the boards tonight, too, Right now, 
though, he's recording Cudd/esome with a 


Peter Davisonas 
he firstappeared 
as the Fifth Doctor, 
over 26 years ago; 
(Sorry Peter!) 
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Will Peter find it a challenge to switch from his 
Spamalot performance to audio's intimacy, then 
back again? “No, it’s not a problem. 
Well, | hope it isn’t! ١ might 
be onstage tonight 
and someone 
will ask why Tm 
whispering! 
But it's such 
а different 
environment 
that it's quite 
easy to shift 
from one to 
another" 

Are there 
aspects of 
the audio 
medium 
he enjoys 
more Нап. 
any other? 
"[suppose youre 
painting a picture with 
your voice more. What we're 
trying to do here is make it much 
more filmic, almost as if you're just 
missing the video part. A rather bizarre 
art programme on Radio 4 used to review. 
films. They would air a clip of the film; but it 


| approach these audios. Plus, you don't 
have to remember the lines!” zs 

_ The day's recording is rounded off by 
the remarkable specta | wi 


: would work amazingly welll So that's how 


adults — Nick, 
. Matthew and 


“We're trying to make it feel 
more filmic’. You're painting 
a picture with your voice! 


actors have to. | had an Eeyore instead of a bear. 
Eeyore was also my nickname as | child: l'm a total 
pessimist. If you told me it was a beautiful day, I'd 
say, ‘Yes, but...” 

Just as so many of the cast cite Peter as their 
Doctor, Peter has always named Patrick Troughton 
as his favourite. “So | kind of understand how fans 
feel” he notes. "I wasn't the kind of addicted fan 
who would go to conventions, although | did go 
and see the Daleks when they visited the Atlanta 
Ballroom in Woking! | remember being amazed at 
how big they were.” 

Does David recognise any Patrick in Peter? 
“Well, they're quirky. Peter has the same sort of 
genial outlook on things." 

Peter and David have worked on at least two 
TV series together. Has Peter dragged every 
Patrick anecdote out of David by now? “Не 
doesn’t really have many Patrick anecdotes, 
funnily enough!" Peter smiles. ‘Whats interesting 
about David, is that he's become more like Patrick 
as he grows older. Not physically, but more in a 
sort of... a certain release of something about him. 
| can see the similarities.” 

“I was always asked to go to fan conventions,” 
says David. "especially when my poor old dad 


died. | thought, You just want to ask me questions _ 


about my fa 560 | never went to them. 

| could have done, as | played King Peladon, 
but... my father was the Doctor — like Charlie 
Chaplin ın disguise! — and should be 

| inds, rather than 


s of questior 0 
‚аз terrified of being typecast,” he 


only did Doctor Who for 
three years. Nowadays, 
being typecast is fantastic. . 
~ jt means you never stop - 
working! Mind you, after _ 3 P 
Cuddlesome I'm worried Javid Troughton 
about being offered movies _ in The War Games. 
with ‘Picnic in the title!” — oo 


Executive producer Russell T Davies 
writes exclusively for DWM about the 
day-to-day life of making Doctor Who... 


5 "ТЕШЕР 


NSOMNIA. 

he writer's friend. 

am passes, 4am, to 

ell with it, 5am | give 

p and get up. Wander | 

bout. No emails. No 

| | | messages. The Bay's 

me ВИ dark. Lights in the Big 

| Hotel blaze as though there are still 

— secret parties going on, though it's 
probably just the cleaners. | decide to look for 

some old prescription ear Crops — it's the sort 

of thing you do at 5 in the morning — and find 

myself rummaging in an old box at the back of 

the wardrobe. And there's... What the hell? 

Why did 1...? 

Underworld! it's my old VHS copy of 
Underworld. What, did | bring that with me from 
Manchester to Cardiff, five years ago? Must 
have done. In a random moment, I'd grabbed 
it off the shelf, thinking: Underworld, you've got 
one last chance. 

Some folks are new around these parts. 
Howdy. Let me explain, stranger. Underworld's a 
four-part Doctor Who story from 1978. And, um, 
| опу, but... its not very good. Someone thought 
| itwould be a good idea, ога necessary idea, to 
|  useCSO- that's like greenscreen or bluescreen 
| — for whole scenes. Lots of them. Practically 
whole episodes. But without the time to light 
ot key the images properly, so it's worse than 
playing everything in front of a curtain. In 
my opinion: it looks terrible. And that's not | 661 
TV-professional-hindsight, | was 14-and- 
a-half when this aired, just the right age 
to wince, and this kept me twitching like a 
jitterbug. | wa ched it then, 30 years ago; 
| watched it next when the VHS came out; 
| thought, never again. 

But then | chose that cassette, Way 
back in 2004. Maybe | thought, 

if things get bad in Cardiff, then 

| can put this on and console 

myself that things could be worse! 
Or maybe, just maybe, third time’s 
a charm. 5.30am. What the hell. 
rll watch the first episode. It might 
even put me to sleep. Here we go... 

(What's that? You want news of 
Series Four? You were promised? 

. Back off, lady, my page! Slap! Ow! 
Why I'll git ya, уа no good... All right, 

all right, okay, Episode 12 contains the 

line, “Don’t use Project Indigo, it's not 

safe!" and Episode 13 contains the line, 

“Тре strands are still drawing together" 

` There. Now back to me, me те...) 

Cos I'm sitting here, With а murky 

old VHS spooling away, and I tut at 

the cheap scanner, and humph at the 

ageing prosthetics, and sigh at the interior | 

spaceship... And then, and then, slowly, 

gradually... Other noises join in. A laugh, 

or starters. I'm just struck by the simplicity 

f thé name P7E — cos, howdy stranger, the 

story’s based on Jason and the Argonauts, 

and while we've all seen lots of Greek myths 

transplanted into sci-fi, it occurs to me now 

that swapping Persephone for P7E is as neat а 

word-play as anyone's ever invented. I've known 

that pun, as a piece of Doctor Who folklore, for 

. so long that I'd forgotten how good it is. 


wood 


i oc = 


Next, I'm talking out loud, l'm muttering 
‘Minyans’ to myself. I'm copying Tom Baker, 
because - and Га never noticed this before 
_ the Great Man has evidently realised that the 
word could sound like ‘minions’, so he's made it 
:MinYANs: Very clever. ‘MinYANs!’ Oh, and hold What went wrong? Is it the nose? Yes, it's the 
on, just look... Just how good is Alan Lake? No, nose. If you blank out the nose, the whole thing 
seriously. That's a genuine revelation to me. He's | becomes much more scary. Is that right? Let me 


got this fantastic, honest, swaggering intensity see... So there | am, at about 715, putting the 
— how come he never had his own cop image on pause, holding up one finger and 


show? He's acting everyone else off squinting so | can block out a robot's 
the screen! Brilliant! nose and decide yes, aha, that's 


We're way past Part One petter, and that's when I realise: I'm 
now! The script has moments having a good time. A great time, 


of elegance: “The Tree at the in fact. | am enjoying Underworld. 
End of the World is guarded It took three viewings. It ook 


by Invisible Dragons.” There's а over 30 years. But finally, | got 


Blackpool joke. There's а Pacifier there. At last. I'm sorry! But now 
Ray which makes Leela smile like | can tell that ^4-year-old-boy to relax, 


a baby! There’s a villainous, arch after all this time. No one's laughing. Just 
supercomputer which actually sounds both join in. Squint. Invent. Block out noses. Make 
villainous and arch in the right quantities. Better this story as marvellous as they always wanted 
still, the villainous, arch supercomputer then it to be. And then, after that... blimey, how many 
realises, a second before death, how very wrong ` more stories are waiting to be seen as new?! 
she has been. It's actually rather moving. And i And now it's morning, the Bay is coming 
d'you know what? Sometimes, Just sometimes,  ; alive kettles are brewing, the water is glinting 
you can see those CSO shots as they were with cold, February sun, and l'm invigorated Dy 
meant to be. The odd, fleeting image has some the MinYANs and the P7E and the wonderful 
depth, and shadow, and promise. The potential of КЭ, and | don't need sleep, to пей with it, off to 
Underworld is still there, buried under the tape. t work, new Doctor Who, brand new episodes, 
You're ahead of me, I'm sure, but | can pinpoint : which maybe some insomniac will watch in 30 
the exact moment when | realised what was ` years’ time, and like. That'll do me. The Quest 


happening. | was watching those Gold Seer is the Quest! «m 


things - the Robot Guardians of the villainous, 
arch supercomputer — and I'm chuckling at 
them, but thinking, damn, that’s almost a good 
design, there's definitely something creepy 
and strange about them, so why am aughing? 


о 
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All the latest news . 
from every corner of 


EN he new series of Doctor 
| Who is set to launch on 
BBC One this April, wiii № 
Я = 13 new adventures in time 

| | and space. DWM will 
| © | present a full 
e preview of the first 

EAS. | few episodes of 

the series en issue, on sale from Thursday 
3 April, by which time the precise launch 
date will have been confirmed. 

Meanwhile, the final two-part story of the 
series has been filming in Cardiff. However, 
DWM won't be announcing any cast for 
this story for a while, as executive producer 
Russell T Davies explains: 

“It’s time to close down the casting lists 
for Series Four now,’ says Russell. “Of course, 
there's more names to be added for the final 
block, but we're happy to leave them as rumour 
and guesswork for now. As we hit the streéts of 
Cardiff, filming the final episodes, it's likely that a 
guest star or two might be snapped or papped, 
but we're not confirming whether these are 
cameos, proper roles, flashbacks or even drea 
ices! But seriously, for the next month OF 
our job to püblicise the beginning of the | 
not the end. So you'll just have to wait a... 


| also confirmed a new episode title to 7 

sode 8, the first part of writer Steven 

5 new story, is Silence in the Library. 
SERIES PREVIEW: p10 7 


= 

= $i Ed : 
» SONTARANS VS GALLIFREY 
E INVASION OF TIME ON DVD! 


1 COLLINSON MOVES ON... YJ SARAH JANE RETURNS 
P PRODUCER TAKES NEW ROLE P12 NEW CBBC ADVENTURES! 
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) Collinson accepts 


ead of Drama post 


i four years, and we'll miss him more than 
| | can say — but the most exciting thing 

| about this new job is that so many more 
| producers, writers and actors will get to 
; work with him. | envy them!" 


Phil Collinson himself commented, 


: "The four years I've spent producing 

| Doctor Who in Cardiff have been 

; incredibly rewarding and I've long 

i wondered how | was ever going to prise 
‚ myself away from such a thrilling show 
|. and inspirational cast and crew. 


“The chance to return home to 


| Manchester though, and start something 
_ completely new, is irresistible. 
: Manchester has always been an 
j | amazing centre for excellence in drama 

‚ production and the chance to establish 
| aformal BBC Drama base there, and 
i build on the massive range of local talent, 
; Is incredibly exciting. I’m thrilled and 
i: honoured to be charged with this task.” 


» Invasion of 


Time on DUD 


t's been 
confirmed 
that 
April's 
DVD release from 
2lentertain will be 
1978's The Invasion 
of Time. Starring Тот 
Baker as the Fourth 
Doctor and Louise Jameson 
as Leela, this:six-part story features an 
audacious plan by the Sontarans to take 
over Gallifrey, the planet of the Time 
Lords. Extras on the DVD are expected 
to include two mini-documentaries, 
The Elusive David Agnew and The 
Rise and Fall of Gallifrey, as well as five 
deleted scenes. A full preview appears 
next issue. 
Two further titles have been cleared 
for release by the British Board of Film 
Classification (BBFC) — the Fifth Doctor 
story Black Orchid (1982) and the Fourth 
Doctor’s The Brain of Morbius (1976). 
Extras cleared for Black Orchid include 
Stripped for Action (on the Fifth Doctor's 
comic strips) while extras cleared 
for The Brain of Morbius include the 
documentary, Getting a Head. 
DVD trailers for the first Doctor 
Who spin-off, K9 and Company (which 
aired at Christmas 1981) and 1977's The 
Invisible Enemy, which introduceg the 
metal dog, have also been passed by 
the BBFC. Please note, however, that no 
release dates have been confirmed for 
any of these titles and the fact they have 
been cleared by the BBFC does not 
guarantee their release. 


PhilCollinsonisoff . 
to pastures new... 


THiere'smore to come from 
Saran Jane. Hooray! 


Roberts, who wrote Series 5 
Revenge of the Slitheen and 
Whatever Happened to Sarah 
|j Jane? will contribute another 
script, with more writers to be 
confirmed shortly. 
Russell T Davies tells 
DWM, "We're delighted 
in this vote of confidence 
for The Sarah Jane 
Adventures, and we've 
been working on scripts 
since late last year. How 
brilliant to see Lis Sladen, as 
BÉ Sarah Jane Smith, at the top 
А ofthe children's ratings, 
IE striding forward into yet 
B another new year of 
adventures." 
The series is due to 
be broadcast sometime 
in 2008. 


he BBC has 
announced that Phil 
Collinson, Doctor 
Who's producer since 
the series returned, is 
to become Head of 
Drama at BBC Manchester. Phil will take 
up his new role after he completes work 
on Series Four of Doctor Who. 
Manchester is where Phil started his 
career in television, as script editor for 
Drama Serials at Granada. Stints as a 
Storyliner and script editor on Emmerdale 
followed, before he moved on to be story 
editor, then series producer, on Peak 
Practice. He went on to become the 
producer on Born and Bred, Linda Green 
and Sea of Souls and then, in January 
2004, the producer of Doctor Who. 
Doctor Who's executive producer 
Russell T Davies said, "Phil has been the 
secret hero of Doctor Who for the past 


| he BBC 5 
confirmed 
02 that The 
B Ў Sarah Jane 
Adventures, the popular 
CBBC spin-off from Doctor 
‘ho, will return for a 
second series. Once 
more starring Elisabeth & 
Sladen as the Doctor's * 
ormer companion Sarah 
Jane Smith, 12 new 
half-hour episodes wil 
be made by BBC Wales. 
The executive producers 
or the series are Russell Т 
Davies and Julie Gardner. 
Phil Ford, who wrote Eye 
ofthe Gorgon and The 
` Lost Boy for Series One 
has been appointed 
as Head Writer. Gareth 
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To celebrate the start of Series 
Four, and in keeping with 
tradition of the last three years, 
former DWM writer Jeremy _ 
Bentham will be organising a 
‘launch party’ in Central London 
on the day that the first episode 
premieres on BBC One. Attendees 
will be able to watch Partners in 
Crime live on a big-screen plasma 
projection system, with full 
Bi. surround sound. 100 
М tickets for this 4pm 
| until late event have 
| been set aside fora 
free-to-enter prize 
draw. To enter the 
draw, send a postcard 
stating your full name, address, 
a daytime contact number and 
the number of tickets requested 
(maximum two) to: DW Launch 
Party 2008, 13 Northfield Road, 
Borehamwood, Herts, WD6 БАЕ. 
Please note on your 
entry if you'd like details of 
accommodation venues available 
nearby. The draw will take place 
three weeks before the confirmed 
series launch date. Winners will 
be notified by post during the 
following week. Due to licensing 
laws, all winners and guests must 
be 18 or older. Please only apply 
for tickets if you know you'll be 
available to come to London for 
the party. 


4 


» Ultimate 
Monsters 


On 5 March, GE Fabbri launched 

its latest expansion set for the 

Doctor Who: Battles in Time 

Ultimate Trading Card Collection. 
Called The Ultimate 

| Monsters series, 

| this new collection 

. of 225 cards 

_ features images 

of aliens and 

| monsters from 

_ all eras of the 

- programme, 

| from earliest 

stories in the 

| 1960s all the 


day. RRP is 
£1.50 per pack of nine cards. 
Battles in Time Editor Claire Lister 
says, “There are so many brilliant 
monsters and aliens from the first 
era of Doctor Who, and creating 
the new Ultimate Monsters 
collector’s cards has reminded 
us all of the great heritage of 
the show!” 
Some of DWM's favourite 
» «new cards include Mestor, the 
Xeraphin and the Lukoser. But 
*- who will win? There's only one 
way to find out... 


ueipiene) Аәціџее 


got more letters from that one Doctor Who than 
| did in my entire career. Although | enjoyed 


: working with Bill Hartnell, Pat was just a joy and 


| remember during rehearsals he came up to me 
and said that the kids were going to love Vaughn 
cos he’s such a swine!” 

It would be another seven years before Stoney 
made his third and final appearance in Doctor 
Who, during which time he had appeared in 
such fantasy-based series as Doomwatch, The 
Avengers, and The Prisoner. He returned to 
Doctor Who as Tyrum, leader of the Vogans, in 
1975's Revenge of the Cybermen. 

Kevin recalled, “I was some sort of 
administrator under a heavy latex mask. All | 
remember is Tom Baker constantly tripping over 
his scarf; the memory is a bit hazy with that story." 

During the rest of his career Kevin made 
welcome appearances in /, Claudius (having 
played the same character, Thrasyllus, in 1968's 
The Caesars), Blake's 7 (twice), The New 
Avengers, Quatermass (for Doctor Who's original 
producer Verity Lambert) and in two movies with 
Peter Cushing (Cash On Demand and The Blood 
Beast Terror). 

Kevin Stoney will be sorely missed. He was 
the last of the old guard — but we can enjoy the 
legacy which he left us, in his fine work as a 
superb actor. А» 


evin Stoney as Mavic Chen, * 
ian of the Solar System. 
\ The Daleks’ Master РЇЙЙ, =, 


In 1968 Kevin was cast in his second Doctor 
Who role, as Cyber-collaborator Tobias Vaughn in 
The Invasion. By this time, Patrick Troughton had 


i taken over from William Hartnell as the Doctor. 


Kevin remembered, “What a lovely showy part, | 


urned 18, eager to join the RAF. 


to actor Kevin Stoney, who 
died on 20 January 2008. 


| | ПИЯ ог in India, 1921 into “a poor 
p Catholic family", Kevin was "out 
| the door like a shot" when he 


Д Stationed in Iraq during the 

we be 44 Second World War (in which his 
brother was killed at the age of 20), Kevin soon 
realised that the army life was not for him. 

Applying for a government grant, he got into 
The Webber Douglas Academy of Dramatic Art 
— sharing the same class as Nicholas Courtney's 
sister. His first big break was being spotted by 
Peter Ustinov in the play Dial M for Murder, which 
was to lead him onto greater things. In 1965 his 
longtime friend Douglas Camfield cast him as 
Mavic Chen in the epic 12-part Doctor Who story 
The Daleks' Master Plan. “| knew Dougie from a 
TV play he cast me in with Nick Courtney, called 
Watch the Birdies,’ Kevin recalled. “Dougie knew 
his cameras inside out. A lovely man.” 

Stoney had survived a car crash heading to 
Dundee rep in November 1963, which left him 
with his distinctive droop in his right eye: “Dougie 
loved the scar and always gave me close ups!” 


У New DWAs 


Doctor Who Adventures, the 
magazine for younger readers, 
has four issues out this month. 
Issue 54 is a ‘Villain Special" with 
а free notebook and pen; issue 
55 features Time Crash 

and a free filofax; 

issue 56 comes 

with a Time Agent 

popper folder 

and a look at 

why we love 

K9; and issue 57 

shows you how draw 

a Host and contains free 
Doctor Who magnets. The 

mag is available from all good 
supermarkets and newsagents, 
priced £2.10. 


У Torchwood 
novels published 


Three new hardback Torchwood 
novels have just been 
released by BBC Books. 
In Trace Memory by 
David Llewellen, 
Torchwood investigates 
an involuntary time- 
traveller who has met 
each member of the 
team at some point 
in their past; in Something 
in the Water by Trevor Baxendale, 
a decaying corpse is discovered 
— one that is still able to talk; and 
in The Twilight Streets by Gary 
Russell, Bilis Manger (last seen ® 
on TV in the Series One finale, End 
of Days) returns to urban Cardiff 
with a sinister agenda involving 
street parties and clowns. 

The three books are priced at 
£6.99 each. 


i you care to mention,” says Briggs) who 
` plays interplanetary billionaire Zarodnix. 


Another old enemy also returns in the 
May release Assassin in the Limelight, 
in which the Sixth Doctor and Evelyn 


: again face time traveller Knox (from the 

; audio play Medicinal Purposes), this time 
| in Washington DC in the year 1865. The 

: four-part story by Robert Ross, which 

i involves an attempt to change history by 
| preventing the assassination of Abraham 


Lincoln, finds Leslie Phillips (Harry Potter, 


| Tomb Raider, the Doctor.. movies) 
| reprising the role of Knox, and also 


features Eric Loren (Dalek Sec in 
Daleks in Manhattan/Evolution 
1 of the Daleks) and Lysette 
Anthony (Dracula: Dead 
and Loving It). 

Plans are continuing 
on the third series of 
Companion Chronicles, 

| the audio stories read 
by stars from Doctor 
Who's past. 
“By the time you read 
this, the first two scripts should 


| be finished,” reveals producer David 

` Richardson. This first is Here There Be 

: Monsters by Andy Lane, an outer space 

| story read by Carole Ann Ford as Susan, 
which also features the First Doctor, 

; lan and Barbara. The second story is 

i! Resistance by Steve Lyons, in which 

| Anneke Wills recreates the role of Polly, 

¦ па story that sees the crew caught up 

| in Secret Army-style allied escape routes 
١ from occupied France during World 

i War Il. Later in the series Mary Tamm 

| will be returning to the role of Romana 

} for Ferril's Folly by Peter Anghelides, a 

¦ tale set during the ‘Key to Time’ season. 

: "We'll have more details confirmed for the 
| next issue,” says Richardson. “And with 


this season consisting of eight releases, 


: there's plenty more to reveal...” 
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У Morbius ‘heads’ for audio 


Morbius (left) as he appeared in the 
1976 story The Brain of Morbius. 


ы 


a 


D 


crisis after crisis for 

the Doctor and Lucie, 
and the ending means 
nothing will ever be the 
same for them again." 

Actor Samuel West 
(Dimensions in Time, Van Helsing, 
Margaret Thatcher: The Long Walk to 
Finchley) has been cast in the role of 
Morbius. ^We not only wanted someone 
with a great voice and heaps of gravitas, 
but someone who really understood the 
role. For quite a while we were stuck, 
then it suddenly hit me! Га worked for 
Sam at The Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, 
where I'd discovered he was a massive 
Doctor Who fan. He absolutely knew who 
Morbius was and was really excited to be 
playing him. And he really delivers!” 

Also appearing in the episodes are 
Alexander Siddig (Deep Space Nine, 
Hannibal) as *an enormous centipede 
creature" and Kenneth Colley (The 
Empire Strikes Back, Return of the Jedi 
and "just about any TV series or movie 


comeback (it was a no-brainer) - 


he Eighth Doctor (Paul 
McGann) will be facing 
the consequences 
of his distant past in 
the upcoming stories 
Sisters of the Flame 
(released in July) and Vengeance of 
Morbius (out in August). 
"These two stories form the double- 
whammy climax to биг second series 
of Eighth Doctor and Lucie adventures,” ` 
explains audio executive producer Nick 
Briggs. "We did Daleks and Cybermen 
last time, so we were looking for 
something different. Then script editor 
Alan Barnes came up with the brilliant 
idea of bringing back Morbius (from the 
1976 TV story The Brain of Morbius), 
so that the Doctor would not just be 
up against a mad, bad Time Lord, but 
one who inspired a legion of fanatical 
supporters. It's a bit like Napoleon 
returning from the grave, and only a big 
battle of Waterloo will stop him. Trouble 
is, the Doctor doesn't have an army! It's 
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» 4.8/4.9 Silence in the Library/TBA 
Written by STEVEN MOFFAT, Directed by EUROS LYN. - 
Co-starring COLIN SALMON, STEVE PEMBERTON, MARK DEXTER, JESSIKA 
WILLIAMS, TALULAH RILEY, HARRY PEACOCK, JASON PITT, OT FAGBENLE and 


: ALEX KINGSTON as River Song 


Okay, we'd normally call it Series Four’ — but | 
it’s the 3Oth series of Doctor Who, апа we want t 
keep ир the spirit of this month's editorial... Any 


BS This episode features ER legend Alex Kingston, who says “I used to 
watch Doctor Who through the crack in the door. | was so terrified but | 


5 5 > 29: аў: x 
you d Wa nt more than f OUT r easons, wouldn t yout. J couldn't tear myself away. | loved it so much and I'm so delighted to be a 
o EF. — ——— =. Е: هذ‎ m E vwd ee А | о a а ДЕ DOS Cl du mer - ae А “З BAccording to writer Steven Moffat, in an interview with Moviescope 


М 


X, magazine, this story includes the expression “If you want to live, count 


the shadows" — which sounds pretty bloomin’ terrifying to us... 

№ Silence in the Library sees the return to Doctor Who of director 
Euros Lyn, for the first time since 2006’s The Runaway Bride. Last 
time Moffat and Lyn collaborated, they produced the Hugo-winning 
The Girl in the Fireplace. No pressure there then... 
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Written b RUSSELL T DAVIES, Directed by ALICE TROUGHTON 


/ Co-starring LESLEY SHARP, LINDSEY COULSON, DANIEL RYAN, RAKIE 


AYOLA, AYESHA ANTOINE, DUANE HENRY, COLIN MORGAN, TONY BLUTO 


and DAVID TROUGHTON 


= “The Doctor and the Donna have landed on an alien leisure planet," 

Phil Collinson told the 7V Zimes. “A sort of intergalactic spa. Lesley Sharp's 
character is there on holiday when it all goes horribly wrong and they all 
end up stranded, with an alien threat all around them!” 

Bi There's another old Doctor connection with this episode: the Second 
Doctor Patrick Troughton's son, David, plays a pivotal role. 

B According to Russell T Davies, Midnight is one of six planets mentioned in 
this series, the others being Ood-Sphere, Messaline, Shan Shen, Pyrovillia 
and the Lost Moon of Poosh. 


Уу А.Л ТВА 

Written by RUSSELL Т DAVIES, Directed برط‎ GRAEME HARPER 
Co-starring CHIPO CHUNG, JOSEPH LONG, NOMA DUMEZWENI, SUZANN 
McLEAN, MARCIA LECKY, NATALIE WALTER, BHASKER PATEL, LORAINE VELEZ, 
SANCHIA McCORMACK, TERRI-ANN BRUMBY, PAUL RICHARD BIGGIN, NEIL 
CLENCH, LAWRENCE STEVENSON, CATHERINE YORK and BILLIE PIPER as Rose 


ш Episode 11 was filmed as this series 'double-banked" episode, alongside 
Episodes 6 and 10. But more importantly, it features the return of Rose 
Tyler, played by Billie Piper! 

88 Catherine Tate gives а “towering” and “stellar” performance in this 
episode, according to Russell T Davies, speaking on Radio 6 recently. 

ш We all loved Chipo Chung in last year's Episode 11, Utopia, as Professor 
Yana's loyal friend Chantho. So naturally we're looking forward to seeing 
her again, this time without the antennae! 


» 4.12/4.13 TBA 
у د‎ PAC 122 Е ВА 


Written by RUSSELL T DAVIES, Directed by GRAEME HARPER 


ш Ooh, it’s all a big secret this one. Who's in it? Who are the monsters? 

You'll just have to be patient a bit longer... 

B Whatever else happens, it's gonna be big. As Russell told us back in 

DWM 386, ^We've got a huge climax to Series Four planned, which has, 

more effects days Шш to it than we ever have before... It's going to 

be absolutely massive... 

№ Graeme Harper is back to direct his fourth and fifth episodes of the 

series, and if his past body of work on Doctor Who is anything to go by (he 

first worked on 1966's The Power of the Daleks, fact fans), then we're all in 

for a treat. The next few weeks can't go by quickly enough for us... «e | 
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Written by GARETH ROBERTS, Directed by GRAEME HARPER 
Co-starring CHRISTOPHER BENJAMIN, FELICITY JONES, TOM GOODMAN-HILL, 
IAN BARRITT, DAVID QUILTER, ADAM RAYNER, DANIEL KING, CHARLOTTE 
FATON, DAPHNE OXENFORD, LEENA DHINGRA, NATALIE BARRETT and FELICITY 
KENDAL as Lady Eddison and FENELLA WOOLGAR as Agatha Christie 


ва The Unicorn and the Wasp was the first episode to go before the 
cameras for this series, back in the summer. You've already seen the wasp 
in the series trailer. But what's the unicorn...? 

ж Real life novelist Agatha Christie is a character in this episode, set in 

the 1930s. She's played by Jekyll actress Fenella Woolgar. Also starring IS 
Good Life legend Felicity Kendal as the Lady Eddison. “She’s the lady ofthe : 
manor where the murders begin,” Phil Collinson told 7V Times. “She’sa —— : 
woman with secrets...” 
E Gareth Roberts, the writer of this episode, promises that we'll laugh 
lots during this episode. “It’s a comedy!” he says. Hurrah! And there's more 
nuggets of information from Gareth on page 48... 


1 2 
= А 
-S 


3 Forte first time in over 20 years, the Sontarans are back in Doctor Who! 
le. її وناج‎ done race seen іп The Time Warrior (1973), The Sontaran 


b 


© mne йшй aren tthe only returnee. Martha Jones, last seen working 
{iow UT مجر‎ Homewood episodes, is back alongside the Doctor. And 


JUANA. ne militarmy-ased Organisation first seen in 1968's The Invasion, 


«ime tmm. Despite warious appearances recently (Aliens of London, The 

С mre, The Sound of Drums), UNIT has been kept on the fringe 

таме, ution langer.. They re back! Properly!” says Russell T Davies. 
^mt tme», رجالا‎ re centre stage!” 

жшт їшї mastalgia trip, Young Ones star Christopher Ryan, (last 
sem m ийїї as tine evil Mentor Kiv in 1986's Ле Trial of a Time Lord, 


are e200 0%‏ ل 


Wilton тїт Geeentvor, Directed by ALICE TROUGHTON 
| الك‎ — SEL TERRY, JOE DEMPSIE, OLALEKAN ° 


IAN as Martha Jones 


s Temm estt ettam aif this emisode, Georgia Moffett, has a special 
cemere tm mcr Wf — siae 5 tine real life daughter of Fifth Doctor Peter 
Danis. sanoe mame will! ever forget!" says Phil Collinson. 
жїїт НИ minds, Senem Greenhorn, isn't giving much away. 
Delon: say Mate was ale iy Russell T Davies to “write a great big 
ШИ АЯ awe tis бит fait mas a real impact on the Doctor..." 

m Tic Me ett «ур vecti Бу Alice Troughton, who's 
اناالا‎ То me! ЮП and Out of Time) and The 


> 
- 


‘wena (1875)... The Invasion of Time (1978) and The Two Doctors (1985). : 
Aoi Ms tiime they re returning en masse, and they're coming to Earth... 


ames mam Penis Goch), is back too, as Sontaran General Staal. 


Gane ames шет aif he веет and Eye of the Gorgon). 


Pit, make a comeback. "There's still so much we don't know about the 
Ood,” Phil Collinson said in DWM 385. “Where they come from and why 
they behave in the way they do. Will they be friend or foe this time...?” 

ili [he story is set on the 000 world, the Ood-Sphere — apparently a sight 
to behold: “I've seen the ice planet, and it looks incredible,” writer Keith 
Temple told DWM. "They'd covered this entire quarry in snow. It looked 
fantastic, and that was before it had the special effects put on it^ 

№ One of the main guest stars for this episode is Tim Mcinnemy, the actor 
who appeared regularly as both Lord Percy and Captain Darling in the 
various series of Blackadder in the 1980s. Hip-hip-huzzah! 
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Co-starring ELENOR MATSUURA, RYAN SAMPSON, RUPERT HOLLIDAY EVANS, 
BRIDGET HODSON, DAN STARKEY, CLIVE STANDEN, WESLEY THEOBOLD, 
CHRISTIAN COOKE, RAD KAIM, LEESHON ALEXANDER, MERYL FERNANDES, 
JACQUELINE KING as Sylvia Noble, BERNARD CRIBBINS as Wilfred Mott, 
CHRISTOPHER RYAN as General Staal and FREEMA AGYEMAN as Martha Jones 
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Ei (пап interview with The New Statesman, Russell said, “1 control the 
mothership. | say: 1 want Pompeii, with rock monsters!" 


>) 4.3 Planet of the боб 

Written iy KEITH TEMPLE, Directed by GRAEME HARPER 
Co-starring TIM McINNERNY, PAUL CLAYTON, AYESHA DHARKER, ADRIAN 
RAWLINS, ROGER GRIFFITHS, TARIQ JORDAN, and PAUL KASEY as the Qod 


ш The 004, the aliens first seen in 2006's The Impossible PlanetiThe Satan 
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What’s going on at Adipose Industries? 
A mystery for Partners in Сите... 


>) 44 Partners in in Crime = 
Written by RUSSELL T DAVIES, Directed by JAMES STRONG 
Co-starring SARAH LANCASHIRE, VERONA JOSEPH, CHANDRA RUEGG, 
JESSICA GUNNING, MARTIN BALL and JACQUELINE KING as Sylvia Noble 
and BERNARD CRIBBINS as Wilfred Mott 


E Partners in Crime features the return of Donna Noble, played by 
Catherine Tate, as seen in the 2006 Christmas Special, The Runaway Bride. 
In that story Donna turned down the chance to travel with the Doctori in the 
TARDIS, but she's changed her mind now... 
iii The episode also features the return of Bernard Cribbins, who briefly 
mu —.. appeared as newspaper vendor Wilfred Mott in Voyage of 
a the Damned, and Donna's brassy mum Sylvia, played 
^w. by Jacqueline King. 
\ Æ Russell T Davies told Newsround in 
\ December, “The first episode has the most 
5 — \ unusual monsters we ve ever created. 
h 7 2 1 The special effects quys are so excited 
ч by it, they keep phoning me up going 
| wait til you see them, wait til you see 
| them!’ It’s the sort of creature we've 
J never tried before...” 
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d / 4.2 The Fires of Pompeii 
т "xw Written by JAMES ES MORAN, 
Directed by COLIN TEAGUE 
Co-starring TRACEY CHILDS, SASHA BEHAR, FRANCESCA 
FOWLER, VICTORIA WICKS, FRANCOIS PANDOLFO, KAREN 
GILLAN, PHIL DAVIS, PETER CAPALDI 


m Гле Fires of Pompeii sees the Doctor and Donna visit Pompeii on the eve 
of the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79AD. The episode was partly filmed at 
the Cinecitta studios in Rome. 

38 "The real reason for the eruption is of course, an alien invasion!” 
producer Phil Collinson recently told 7V Times magazine. “Phil Davis plays 
Lucius, a villain who's being manipulated by the aliens. And Peter Capaldi is 
Caecilius, a businessman who has suspicions about him." 
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ew (Ито 15 March), Richmond (18 to 

22 March), Cambridge Arts (25 to 29 
March) and Guildford Yvonne Arnaud 
1to 5 April). Sylvester McCoy's Fool in 
King Lear will be immortalised as the 
recent RSC production has been filmed 
or broadcast by Channel 4 in December 
and DVD release. 


Ш JB CHECKS IN 

lusive John Barrowman appears so 
desperate for privacy following February 
appearances on This Morning (11), 
Breakfast (15) and The Alan Titchmarsh 
Show (18) and presenting the National 
Lottery draws on 16 and 23 that he 
registers at Hotel Babylon under the 
name of Simon on 25 March (Bonnie 
Langford is Scarlett Snr on 11 March). 


Ш KEYNOTE RUSSELL 

Russell T Davies makes the keynote 
presentation at Broadcasts TV Drama 
Forum at London’s Mayfair Hote 

on 27 March. 


E BEING TOBY 

Toby Whithouse's Being Human 
(produced by Matthew Bouch and 
executive produced by Julie Gardner) 
was on BBC Three (18 February) 

while Euros Lyn directed dramas Billy 
Goat and Phoo Action (w 
Jessica Hynes) aired on 31 January 
and 12 February. 


a ae. 


annual New Yea 
Royal Drury Lane o 
health reasons Mary Tamm h 


Notebook С of 
Nicola Bryantis 5 
Spinethriller 
3's Late J 
the BBCR 
Februan 
featur 
guest а 1 

and Geoffrey Palmer continues until 
27 March. <i> 


episode 
directed by 


| James Strong, completes shooting 


on 14 March for broadcast from April. 
биди is also Jenny Miller in Trial and 


| Retribution: The Вох. Noel Clarke played | | 


Michael and wrote BBC Three's West 
10 LDN, which aired on 3 March. He has 
completed directing and reprising the 
role of Sam in his Kidulthood sequel, 


| Adulthood, Camille Coduri was Chrissie 


in ITV's Honest (part directed by Brian 
Kelly), which launched on 6 February. 


Camille Coduri as 
Chrissie in ITV1's Honest. 


E CULT OF DOCTOR WHO 
BBC Four's The Cult of Sunday series 
has featured editions devoted to 


| All Creatures Great and Small, The 


Brothers and Howards’ Way with 
interviewees including Peter Davison, 
Colin Baker, Kate O’Mara, Richard 


| Easton and Liza Goddard. Colin and 


Liza's theatre tour in She Stoops to 
Conquer continues with Eastbourne 
Devonshire Park (4 to 8 March), Cardiff 


Simm has been cast as soldier of fortune. 


Dominic May tells us what 
Doctor Who's movers and 
shakers have been up to 
away from the series... 


Ш TENNANT TATE REACTIONS 
Catherine Tate interviewing David 
Tennant launched Radio 4's Chain 
Reaction on 21 February. Following 
editions featured Tennant talking to 
Richard Wilson and Wilson interrogating 
Arabella Weir. Tennant, who will receive 
an extra long scarf being knitted for him 
by the Tunbridge Wells Soroptimists on 
8 March, phoned Virgin's The Christian 
O'Connell Show on 31 January. David 
ended up Hello's third most attractive 
man. Freema Agyeman was a guest on 
BBC Two's Something for the Weekend 
on 10 February having attended the 
South Bank Awards on 29 January. 


Ш DR ECCLESTON PREMIERE 


Christopher Eccleston was a judge for 


BBC Four's Pioneer World Cinema on 30. : 


January. He appears as Dr Jekyll in New 
Orleans, Mon Amour take place during 
the South by Southwest Film Festival in 
Austin, Texas from 7 to 15 March, while 

a Region 1 DVD release of The Seeker 
arrives on 18 March. Eccleston and 

Paul McGann are among supporters 
seeking to maintain Arts Council 

unding of London's Bush Theatre. 
Others include Simon Callow, Debbie 
Chazen, Burn Gorman and John Simm, 
whose performance in Elling, which 

had played there, has been nominated 
or a Laurence Olivier Award (9 March). 


Edward Sexby in Channel 4 Oliver 
Cromwell costume drama The Devil's 
hore written by Peter Flannery. 


Ш BONEY GUGU 

BBC One six-part drama Bonekickers, 
eaturing Gugu Mbatha-Raw as Viv 
Davis, co-written and co-created by 
Matthew Graham and with a first 


» In the Shops 


Your guide to the upcoming 
Doctor Who DVDs, CDs, books and 
magazines... 


March 

М MONDAY 3 

DVD The Five Doctors Special 
Edition 2lentertain £19.99 

; Talking Book CDs 
Forever Autumn, Sick 
Building and Wetworld 

| [Tenth Doctor and Martha] 
| BBC Audio £9.99 each 
alking Book CD 
Doctor Who and the Monster of 
Peladon (Third Doctor and Sarah] 
BBC Audio £13.99 

THURSDAY 6‏ اللا 

| Book Doctor Who: 
evenge of the Judoon 
BBC Books £1.99 

0015 Decide Your 
Destiny {four titles, £4.99 
ach] Penguin 

Mag Doctor Who 
Adventures 54 BBC 
Magazines £2.10 

№ MONDAY 10 

DVD Voyage of the Damned 
2lentertain [Tenth Doctor] £15.99 
الا‎ THURSDAY 13 

Mag Doctor Who Adventures 55 
BBC Magazines £2.10 

ВИ THURSDAY 20 

Mag Doctor Who Adventures 56 
BBC Magazines #210 

Wi THURSDAY 27 

Mag Doctor Who Adventures 51 
BBC Magazines £2.10 

Bi ALSO THIS MONTH 

CD The Dark Husband [Seventh 
Doctor] Big Finish £14.99 

CD Brave New Town (Eighth 
Doctor and Lucie] Big Finish £10.99 


April 

Bi THURSDAY 3 

DWM 394 Panini £3.99 
ALSO THIS MONTH 
CD Who and Me 
[autobiography by 
Barry Letts] BBC Audio 
£TBC 


All release dates are subject to 
change, and all prices are RRP. 
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i and (ii) star Peter Davison and writer 
: Terrance Dicks 
ж Celebration featurette looking at all 
aspects of the show’s 20th anniversary 

ш The Ties That Bind Us featurette on the 

i continuity aspects of The Five Doctors 

: ш Five Doctors, One Studio - footage 
from the studio recording for the story. 

i Outtakes, continuity links and trails 

ш (Not So) Special Effects — footage of 
the special effects on the story 

١ Excerpts from Blue Peter, Nationwide, 
Saturday Superstore and Breakfast Time 

i from the 20th anniversary year 

2 № Isolated Music Scores for both 
versions of the story 
Subtitles and Production Notes 


Davison), the Second Doctor (Patrick 
Troughton) and the Third Doctor (Jon 
Pertwee) with the Fourth Doctor (Tom 
Baker} and Richard Hurndall as the 

First Doctor 


Terrance Dicks 
AST 25 Nov 1983 


1 ГҮ Someone is taking the 
Doctors out of time, and placing them 

inthe Death Zone on Gallifrey. Could 
the answer lie in the Dark Tower? 


Я 1995 ‘special edition’ re-edit 
of the story, cleaned-up and 
re-presented for this release hoto Gallery 
Commentaries featuring (i) stars ш PDF Radio Times billings 
Carole Ann Ford, Nicholas Courtney, 1 № Easter Eggs 
Elisabeth Sladen and Mark Strickson, 8 Coming Soon: The Invasion of Time 


decided it all tied in so nicely together as a whole 
that a good long nostalgia-fest of a programme 
might be just what was needed. | have 
such fond memories of 1983 that making 
the documentary turned out to be a real 
trip down memory lane, and | hope that's 
what it's like for the viewer. Even viewers 
too young to remember for themselves 
|. — or who weren't even born at the time! 
— might enjoy seeing that the show's current 
popularity isn't such a new thing..." 

The story's unused title of The Six 
Doctors seems to have been resurrected in 
spirit, with Sixth Doctor Colin Baker having 
been brought in to tell the story of all that 
happened in the world of Doctor Who back 
in 1983. "I decided Celebration needed 
а presenter rather than just a narrator," 

says Broster, "and it seemed right to offer it to 
Colin — he was on ‘the edge of things’ in 1983. 
His appearance as Maxil in Arc of Infinity was 
transmitted in January of that year, and of course 
he was then announced as the Sixth Doctor in the 
summer. So it just felt right to use Colin.” 

And Colin is not the only ‘later Doctor to 
crop up — Paul McGann's familiar tones are all 
over The Ties That Bind Us, which featurette 
director Brendan Sheppard claims is “а complete 
coincidence! | was using Paul on another 


feature, coming later this year, and | tagged 

this documentary on the end of our recording 
session." And what does The Ties That Bind Us 
show that isn't already to be seen on the mind- 
bogglingly wide-ranging Celebration? "The point 
was to enhance the celebratory feel,” Sheppard 
reckons, “and that's why it's on here. The thing 

| am most proud of is the whopping great clips 
montage on the end of it! It took around five 
weeks to compile, but | thought it was worth it 

— it provides a ‘feel-good factor, and also says 
‘Here’s to the next 20 years! | am always hunting 
for something fresh to put on the DVDs — this is 


only the beginning!” E 


Daniel Hall has been dropping hints elsewhere 
about a very special, secret Easter Egg hidden on 
this set. Any chance of finding out what it is...? 
“You'll have to wait and see..." he says. Tease. То 
paraphrase Simon Groom, you'll just have to 


watch the DVD to find out... * 
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Four out of five Doctors 
gather in the Dark Tower... 


элн‏ مدني هد 


) The Five Doctors 


Г March 2008 


a landmark story, The Five Doctors deserves 

he best treatment! And one of the benefits of 

he increased release schedule these days, is 

hat it allows us some space to ‘revisit’. By the 
ime The Five Doctors is released, we will have 
already brought out four other stories this year, 
and | doubt even the hardiest fan would resent us 
using one slot on a reissue. Especially as — for the 
irst time — we are now releasing a Doctor Who 
itle in February. In addition, the Restoration Team 
has done a superb job sparkling it up." 


A ‘landmark title’ surely deserves an all- 
encompassing, landmark documentary feature, 
and Celebration is just that. "Celebration 
grew and grew as | made it,” confesses director 
Steve Broster. "It was commissioned as a 
30-minute ‘making-of’ piece, but as | wrote the 
script, | realised how much more than that was 
happening, back in 1983. | thought of maybe 
making a few smaller featurettes covering various 
aspects of the anniversary year, but ultimately 


2 2lentertain T PG | PRICE £19.99 | 


| Е he Five Doctors is a 

TE thrilling story,” says DVD 

| commissioning editor Daniel 
as wet Hall. “Аз a child, | found it 

| | a brilliant introduction to 

| Doctor Who mythology. With 
| VW) Russell T Davies’ reinvention 
of Doctor Who having taken 


off so ШОШО, and the 25th anniversary 


of The Five Doctors’ transmission coming up, 

all seemed in place to bring that mythology to a 
new audience. It is even more relevant now that 
more old characters are returning to the show. 
That said, it's perhaps a shame there were no 
Sontarans in that Death Zone! But we've got the 
Cybermen, Daleks and the Master, so plenty for 
the Tenth Doctor audience to enjoy...” 

's a story that is already available on DVD, 
though — albeit as the first of the range, long 
before the subsequent vogue for extensive 
restoration and extra supporting features... 

“I would argue that the original DVD release was 
not part of the current range,” reckons Hall. 

“It was one of a unigüely-branded group of 
DVDs, commissioned by BBC Video, to test the 
DVD format and the market — and it was from 
that mould that the subsequent US release was 
taken. | didn't feel those releases had the level of 
content demanded by our audience today — as 


і hears wedding bells as he visits the recording 
of a new adventure for the Seventh Doctor, Ace and Hex... 


The Festival of the Twin Moons of Tuin makes Glastonbury look like a 
church fete... or so it’s said. But eternal enemies are plotting to turn 
the Festival to their own advantage. Only the Dark Husband might 
stop the celebrations turning to horror... but who is he? And what 
terror awaits him on his wedding night? 


is available on Double CD, окай £14.99 
(£15.50 overseas) inc. p&p. 5 PAYABLE TO: Big Finish 
Productions, PO Box 1127, Maidenhead, Berks, SL6 3LW 
CREDIT CARD HOTLINE: 01628 824 102 B 
AIL: mailorderenquiries@bigfinish.com 


Tennant. You even saw it in Christopher Eccleston, 
who was probably the most ‘hard man’ Doctor 
there ever was! He was sort of ‘The Professionals’ 
Doctor Who” 

So what can David tell us about The Dark 
Husband? “| think everyone who writes Doctor 
Who wants to start off with ‘Doctor Who and his 
companions decide to go on holiday, but it all 
goes wrong" So | did just that! The Doctor and 
his companions go to a planet called Tuin, which 
is the ultimate holiday à 
destination. It's sort of 
Glastonbury Festival, 
an orgy of pleasure... 
but when they get 
here, inevitably, it's 
been devastated by a 

illennia long war. And 
here are two warring 
ribes, who seem to 
have some things in 
common that they 
shouldn't have. And 
he only way the war 
can be resolved is with a 
marriage between two characters called the Dark 
Husband and the Shining Wife. And, the Doctor 
puts himself forward to get married... and then it all 
goes wrong!" 

Guest starring in this production is Danny Webb, 
familiar to Doctor Who fans from his appearance 
in 2006's The Impossible Planet and The Satan 
Pit. In The Dark Husband, he plays a very special 


THE DARK 
HUSBAND 
17 4 


character indeed, the exact nature of which is 
revealed as the story progresses... 
“The role | play is quite out there, quite extreme 


his one...” he confides, obviously relishing the part. 
“it’s like being in а mental asylum! Actors are a bit 
ike children, always wanting to play cowboys and 
ndians....we just carried on playing the game and 
make a living if we're lucky!” 

Danny smiles. "What | like about audio, the way 
hey work here is that it’s very fast... and it’s really 
eft up to you and your imagination as to how you 
present things. | love audio!” ò 

There's a gleam in David Quantick's eye, as he 
reveals the scope of his adventure. “Because it’s 
audio we can do anything if we want to... a war 
involving millions of people on a battlefield the size 
of a moon! That's something that would never look 
half as good on television...” «mu 


„Illustration ANTHONY DRY 


уу The Dark Husband 


3 Sylvester McCoy, Sopie Aldred, Philip Oliver, Danny Webb 
ICE £14.99 I € | 
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can't remember. But | do remember being a 
toddler and watching William Hartnell, cos I’m in my 
mid-40s... so, yeah, I'm fairly obsessive Doctor Who 
fan. It's probably my favourite thing of all time!” 

So how did this genial Yorkshireman come to 
write for the series? “| just got obsessed with the 
idea of writing for it and | think | got in touch with 
Gary Russell [former Doctor Who audio producer] 
and sent him some ideas. There was one which 
was kind of a detective planet, it was sort of a 


novelty episode... and Gary wrote back and said it 
was terrible! But he liked The Dark Husband and 
he commissioned me. He asked me what Doctor Га 
like to write for and | said Sylvester McCoy, cos he’s 
one of my favourite Doctors. Between you and me, 
| think if those TV series had been better...” David 
pauses and considers. “He was badly served by the 
era. One of the things | always loved about Doctor 
Who was the comedy, when there was a sort of dry 
wit to it. Patrick Troughton brought in a subversive 
element — a Doctor who was kind of a dangerous 
man, who pretended to be a fool and would mock 
people. And the idea of a science-fiction hero 

who mocks people is quite unusual. You certainly 
don't get that with Star Wars. There's nothing funny 
in any Star Wars film. That whole sort of wit with 
Doctor Who goes from Patrick Troughton through 
to Sylvester... and you know, you see it with David 


= 


Y David Quantick STARR 
RAMA Big Finish Productions | 


(PP he Doctors done many 
d 8 surprising things over the course 
| of his adventures. He's cheated 
| E ww death countless times. He's 
| | regenerated and got younger. 
| Я And he’s proved he can play 
q | the spoons. But in The Dark 
AE АЬ, Жа Husband, writer David Quantick 
eveals a Шарше in the life of the heroic Time Lord 
which has hitherto remained untold: “This is the one 
where Doctor Who gets married!” 
David grins mischievously. He's an experienced 
alent, having written for shows such as The Day 
Today, Brass Eye and Harry Hill's TV Burp. This is 
he first time, however, that he's written for Doctor 
ho. Is he a fan of the series? 
“Oh yes, absolutely massive long-term,” he says, 
and nods enthusiastically. “My Dad tells me that 
actually saw the first episode, which obviously | 


Sylvester sees eye to eye with Danny Webb. 
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BIG FINISH CLASSICS 


THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA 


AS YOU’VE NEVER HEARD IT BEFORE 


A brand new, full-cast audio dramatization 


Starring Anna Massey, Alexander Siddig and James D'Arcy plus full supporting cast 
with Peter Guinness as The Phantom 


Featuring specially recorded operatic sequences by singers from the ENO and Opera Diva. 
An all-star cast. 


The most faithful version of the story yet told, using a new translation of the original novel, 
Le Fantóme de l'Opéra. 


The first ever adaptation to feature the correct opera sequences used in the novel - bringing to life 
for the first time the author's true vision of music and horror combined. 


A brand new incidental score by Tim Sutton, award-winning composer for the Young Vic, 
the National Theatre of Scotland and the Royal Shakespeare Company. 


cD 
£14.99 CD and Download available now from 
ae e e © 
DOWNLOAD | f h 
КОЙ www.bigfinish.com 
- | . Credit Card Hotline: 01628 824102. Free UK Delivery on everything. 
CD also available from all good bookshops. 


his amazing legacy. 
JAKE TROMLLEY (12) LEYTON 


| Jake wins a copy of the Doctor Who 


Encyclopedia for his letter. And there's 


| more about William Harinell's amazing 
i legacy elsewhere this issue... 


B WASP SHOCKS! 


Last week | was lucky enough to see 


| the cimema trailer for Series Four. All 


| can say is WOW! It looks stunning. 
I'm especially looking forward to the 
return of Bernard Cribbins as Donna's 
Grandad and also to the story with 


| that giant wasp monster! And doesn't 


Catherine Tate look gorgeous — 
nothing like the permanently grumpy 
Donna that we were introduced to 
in The Runaway Bride. How much 
longer do we have to wait?! 

CLAIRE SUMMERS (15) FLEET 


Help! I’m in a dilemma! l'm a huge 


| fan of Doctor Who but | suffer from 


spheksophobia (fear of wasps). 
Having just seen the cinema trailer 
for the next series, I’m not sure l'Il 
be able to watch The Unicorn and 
the Wasp — the damned thing 
looked too convincing! 
What should | do? 
SUZANNE HEATH 
BAKEWELL 


| Hide behind the sofa 
Î of course. And now 
— kilts! 


IT'S A ВІТ 
DRAUGHTY... 
Thanks for the wonderful 
Ask David interview (DWM 390-391) 
but after his recent disclosure about 
‘being a true Scotsman’ it seems 
obvious that we will no longer be 
seeing any more of the kilt in public, 
as it would probably be a rather 
hazardous operation. Shame, | was 
getting rather fond of it. 

EMMA ALEXANDER FACEBOOK 


Send your letters to... Galaxy Forum, Doctor Who 
Magazine, Panini House, Coach and Horses Passage, 
The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 5UJ 


E-mail: dwm@panini.co.uk (marked ‘Galaxy Forum’ 
in the subject line), or visit the DWM Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com 


Ð Letter of the Month... 


i will remember him, print this letter 
1 and hopefully more people will recall 


| am writing to say how sad | am that 
no-one remembers poor old Billy 
Hartnell. | am 12 years old and I'm 

a huge fan of the First Doctor's era. 
William Hartnell would have been 
100 years old on Tuesday 8 January 
2008. Without him, Doctor Who 
would not be the thriving success it 
is today. Please, just so more people 


Bad enough when this was just 
the occasional mention of a DVD 
Bradley had purchased, but now 
things have gone too far. | sat down 
on Valentine's Day, excited to see the 
culmination of a long-running (and 
fascinating) plotline concerning a 
marital crisis faced by Bradley and his 
wife Stacey, only to find the story's 
climax completely underrnined by 
the ridiculous setting — a Dr Who 
convention exhibition! How absurd! 
Why the EastEnders producers 
would bother promoting such a low- 
grade, tacky, populist piece of trash 
media is beyond me. 

| trust this will not happen again. 
EastEnders fans wield considerable 
power in the halls of White City. Our 
voices will be heard. | really am quite 
aggrieved. 

BRIAN GUMBLE KENT 


i QUESTIONS, 
QUESTIONS! 


l've been thinking... 
line in Voyage of 


out to be the big 


monster!" And Bernard Cribbins is to 
be a recurring character... Will he be 
a chorus figure or something more? 


, And is that a sonic screwdriver 


Sarah Lancashire is brandishing in 


| the Series Four trailer? And red nail 
, varnish? No! Could she possibly be... 
| the Rani? 


CHRIS KILBY LANARKSHIRE 


` could Mr Copper's 
| the Damned turn 


| theme of Series Four 
i — "If you could decide 
| who lives and who dies... 
١ that would make you а 


i What will Freema say when she answers 
| questions from the TARDIS Тіп on page 
32? Doof! Doof! Doof! Doof do-do doof... 


YOU CAN'T BE SERIOUS 


| As an ardent fan/follower of 
_ EastEnders. | am writing to express 


my EXTREME displeasure at the 


| way Dr Who has slowly infiltrated my 
| favourite series in recent months. 


Bradley Branning, an excellent 
character, has unfortunately been 


| saddled with an interest in Dr Who. 


Plenty to cover this month, beginning with 
your reaction to DWM 392's lead interview 
with TV's Dr Martha Jones... 


FABULOUS FREEMA 
Having just read the interview with 
Freema Agyeman in DWM 392, I felt 
| had to write in to thank her for being 
such a wonderful ambassador for 
Doctor Who. The press reports that 
kept on saying she'd been sacked 
made me furious when it's quite clear 
she's still very much part of the family. 
l've been a fan of Doctor Who 
since Jon Pertwee’s.time, and she's 
absolutely my favotifite companion 
ever. She's witty, intelligent and 
strong, and ! just hope she comes 
back full-time for the Specials and 
Series Five. I'd also like to thank 
her, through DWM, for being utterly 
magnificent in her stories so far. 
ТОМІ CHAPPELL LONDON 


've just had the pleasure of reading . 
he interview with the incomparable 
Freema Agyeman in DWM 393. What 
a gorgeous woman she is. | can’t wait 
о see her back in the TARDIS. Quite 
simply the best companion ever! 
NIGEL GUEST EMAIL 
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YEARS 
AGO 


Benjamin Cook fishes 
out his copy of DWM 
74, from March 1983... 


9 * 

Strike action! 
"Yet again, the wonders of the 
modern age, the Unions, have . 
caused us to lose another Doctor 
Who story, proclaimed March 
1983's Gallifrey Guardian. The 
Season Twenty finale — а Dalek 
serial called 7he Return, written by script editor 
Eric Saward - had been scrapped following 
industrial action at the BBC. ‘Sad enough in | 
itself, lamented DWM, ‘but rubbing salt into | 
the wound is that it is our anniversary year.’ The 
Return did see the light of day eventually — as 
the following year’s Resurrection of the Daleks. 


New classics! | 


a lWonew serials 
"i were previewed in 
_ DWM 74: Mawdryn 
| ш (seems 
to have all the 
| eem ofa 
. classic tale’) and 
^ Terminus. With such 


latter, ‘how can this story fail to top this year's season | 
poll?" In the event, Terminus came second-to-last in | 
the 1983 poll, just ahead of The King’s Demons. 


Next to нош. 


Also in this issue, Jeremy 
Bentham considered the 
evolving wardrobes of the 
Doctor's companions, and 
reported on Tegan’s new look 
for Season Twenty. ‘Surely 
the diminutive figure in the 
off-white, next-to-nothing { 
costume, with hair cropped to ee | 
proportions could not be [actress] Janet Fielding?’ Р 
Yet it was she ‘packing a wallop and all set to 
send Doctor Who’s ratings soaring up alongside the 
temperatures of the male viewers watching.’ | 


8 | 
Hoodies Horror! | 
More choice fashion in the penultimate instalment | 
of The Stockbridge Horror comic strip, written by | 
Steve Parkhouse, in which the Fifth Doctor battles a 
mysterious creature in а hoodie, ‘born of synthesis | 
and horrifyingly mutated natural force,’ that has ies 
embedded itself inside the TARDIS, Later, опа | 
Gallifreyan military base that's frozen in time, our | 
cricket-loving champion is arrested by none other x 
than Rassilon (wearing a hoodie, natch), founder of 
Time Lord society. It all makes perfect sense. Honest. | 


Unanswered! 

Elsewhere in issue 74, Matrix Data Bank was in an 
uncooperative mood. Grant Thompson of Perthshire 
asked how many different sonic screwdrivers there 
had been over the years. ‘There appear to have 
been several, offered DWM, and left it at that. 
Meanwhile, Trowbridge’s Alastair James wondered 
why the TARDIS makes a brief reappearance during 
the battle in the Nuton Complex in Episode Four 

of 1971s The Claws of Axos. ‘Good question, 
considered the Bank — and nothing more! «Ue 


е 
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pus m cast and yum team, DWM said of the 


\ JUSTIN MITCHELL: "When are we going to get 

] some stories featuring the grossly underrated 

| Bonnie Langford as Mel on DVD? She's being 
cruelly overlooked. Is this a deliberate snub?" "Not 
at alll” says 2lentertain's Dan Hall. "As you shall see...” 


5 mie (Frazer Hines) and _ 
101/105 Vaughn (Kevin Stoney) | 
in 1968's The Invasion. 


Enough of your nonsense, Simon! 
Meanwhile, back at the Hub... 


WOOD YOU 
CREDIT IT? 
The real, chirpy, vivacious 
Captain Jack has reclaimed 
his mantle; lanto's spent the 
break at the Tenth Doctor 
Charm School for Sarcastic 
Flippancy; Tosh is sexy and 
confident and Owen hasn't betrayed 
anyone in, oooh, minutes. 

| was never a naysayer for the 


| first series of Torchwood, but the 


second series has nevertheless 
shown a huge leap forward in quality. 
No longer just the Doctor Who 
spin-off, Torchwood is now essential 


; television in its own right. 


PETER NOLAN FACEBOOK 


| started watching the pre-watershed 
Torchwood the other week and | 
was blown away! Being 14 years of 
age, | was dying to watch Torchwood 
and was thrilled when they made a 
cut version of it. | have so far seen 
three episodes — and with a blowfish 
driving a sports car, a crazy alien 
killing her husband and some moving 
scenes involving Toshiko and a 
soldier from World War |, l'm hooked. 
JACK HALL FACEBOOK 


The ‘Torchwood episode Sleeper was 
simply amazing! One of the things ! 
always thought Doctor Who did well 


| was to make normal things in life 


scary | feel this episode has created 
a similar kind of fear. 

The emotion was handled well 
and | was touched with the way that 
Beth wanted to retain her humanity, 
| was reminded of The Family of 
Blood, where John Smith was torn 
between his two identities. 

| can't help feeling we haven't 
seen the last of these monsters and 
the thought that there are more of 
them out there is a chilling one. 

MATT WILLIS FACEBOOK 


That's all for this time. Keep ‘ет coming! 


\ 


13.31 million viewers for Voyage of 
the Damned? Result! Those dark 
days of the 1980s when Doctor Who 
would always lose out to Coronation 
Street and sometimes wouldn't make 
the top hundred for the week (let 
alone the top two for the year) seem 
so far away now... 

SIMON FISHER HOVE 


5 Apion. Hooray! 


Ш ANIMAL CRACKERS 
Doctor Who has had pig people, 
cat people, rhinoceros people, 
butterfly people, bird people (and, 
ahem, badger people) but | think we 
should get some octopus people. 
Octopuses have three hearts, blue 
blood and can regenerate their 
limbs. So they are probably related 
to Time Lords anyway. 

SIMON GUERRIER EMAIL 


Trouble for the Torchwood tean 
in the Series Two episode SI 


WE ALSO HEARD РВОМ... 


MATTHEW SIMPSON: “So sorry to hear that 


Phil Collinson is leaving the.series — he’s 


been one of the best Doctor Who producers 
in its long history. Thanks Phil, we'll miss you!” 


Actor Kevin Stoney passed away last 
month. Bernard Horsfall, who appeared 
in a number of Doctor Who stories, was 
among those paying tribute: 


KEVIN STONEY 
Dear Kevin Stoney. How sad to learn 
of his passing. Despite the fact that 
we only worked together once, 
Dundee Rep in 1953, | have a clear 
and happy memory ofa kind, gentle 
man and a truth-seeking actor. He 
was also a wise adviser to me both 
personally and professionally, full of 
understanding of human frailty, and 
with a most helpful sense of humour 
and the ridiculous. His loss is ours. 
BERNARD HORSFALL EMAIL 


Kevin Stoney was the definitive 
Doctor Who villain in the 1960s. 
Didn't he win the Daily Mail's annual 
poll for TV baddie of the year for 
his portrayal of Mavic Chen in The 
Daleks' Master Plan? And as Tobias 
Vaughn in The Invasion, his chilling 
performance even managed to 
overshadow the presence of the 
mighty Cybermen. A fine talent, who 
will be sorely missed. 

DEREK SMITH LONDON 


More on the late Kevin Stoney on page 9. 


RATINGS RELIEF 
Thank you, DWM, for printing 
that feature on the fabulous ratings 
achieved by Voyage of the Damned 
on Christmas Day. Ever since 
Russell T Davies stated in his 2005 
Radio 2 interview (the week before 
Rose went out) that the ratings would 
decide Doctor Who's future, | have 
awaited the weekly figures for each 
episode with baited breath. | have 
not been disappointed so far. 

The ratings for Christmas Day 
2007, though, were phenomenal. 
К gave me a sense of immense 
satisfaction, knowing that my 
favourite show had beaten every 
single programme broadcast since 
Michael Grade took over ITV1. Long 
may Doctor Who's success continue! 

STEPHEN O'CONNOR STEPNEY 


Lytton, close to death in Attack of the Cyberme 13 


dealing himself. He's not a pacifist, but he'd like to 
be one.” 

"Love it in The Christmas invasion,” says 
Gareth, “when people die suddenly and needlessly 
because the Doctor's not around — it shows us that 
without the Doctor the universe is cold and.random 
and cruel. He represents an almost unreachable 
ideal, solving problems and leaving the least 
possible amount of dead in his wake. Okay, he was 
having an off-day at Fang Rock...” 

wrote years ago,” says Terrance, “the‏ | 5م" 
Doctor is never cruel or cowardly, and always on‏ 
the side of truth. He's a true hero. No matter how‏ 
much death, slaughter and evil there is around,‏ 
he'll see you through. The good guys will win in‏ 
the end — at least they did in my day! insist on a‏ 
happy ending. Even in Horror of Fang Rock, the‏ 
Doctor gets away and recites a poem as he goes!”‏ 


WHILE COMMENCING THE GARGANTUAN TASK 
of selecting the finest exterminations, deletions 
and miscellaneous fatalities, we decided to exclude 
the Doctor's numerous ‘deaths’ — and indeed the 
Master’s, unfortunately for that incredible sequence 
at the end of Last of the Time Lords. 

Creating ‘death categories’ meant that some 
corkers fell between the cracks. Commiserations, 
then, to the likes of Stael’s suicide in Image of the 
Fendahl; the Dalek's self-destruction in Dalek; and 
Li-Hsen Chang's opium-assisted passing in The 
Talons of Weng-Chiang, Let's face it — 99 per cent 
of Doctor Who deaths are compelling in some way, 
because the show is brilliant. So this isn’t really a 
Top 100 list in the judgmental, countdown sense (at 
least, not until we get to the final five). It's more a 
tremendous opportunity to explore and celebrate 
one of Doctor Who's most constant elements. right 
across its glorious 45-year expanse. Like James 
says, it's also a bit of a laugh... 


The Doctor mourns the Master in Last of the Time Lords. 
Sadly disqualified, as we don’t believe he's gone for good... 


The Fires of Pompeii is pretty much guaranteed to 
entail limited lifespans. “You have to make it clear 
how bad things could get if the Doctor doesn't turn 
up, And sometimes, of course, it’s just funny.” 

As we gaze back through Doctor Who's history, 
over the following 1t pages, it's impossible to 
avoid noting just how. much morbid, and often 
downright gruesome, material it has smuggled 
onto primetime TV. "Strange, isn't it,” considers 
contemporary Doctor Who scribe Gareth Roberts, 
“especially as Doctor Who was so morbid from 
the very beginning. | guess because it was never 
considered purely as a children's programme.” 

"| think it stopped being a children's show in 
the 1970s, around me and [producer] Barry Letts’ 
time,’ judges Terrance. “Still, Barry and | thought of 
it as a family show, You always tread a fine line, but 
Barry was very responsible: very concerned not to 
let things become too horrific. They got away with 


HIS WILDLY POPULAR THING CALLED 

Doctor Who has featured more death 

than any other family-oriented TV series 
in history. The very fact that we're 

able to select 100 of its most notable 
death scenes, over the next dozen 
corpse-strewn pages, is something of a 
giveaway in that regard. 

To put it into perspective, EastEnders 
has had over 60 deaths since its 1985 launch, 
while Coronation Street has managed a measly 
100-plus in five decades. Doctor Who, on the other 
hand, was born in 1963 and had already sailed 
past the 1000 mark by the mid-1980s, as our own 
Time Team's death counter will attest! What's more, 
the vast majority of those fatalities had external 
causes.., violent murder, for instance. Doctor Who 
thankfully doesn't do much in the way of terminal 
illness and soapy death-bed melodrama, 

“On my very first meeting with BBC Wales,” says 
Dalek writer Rob Shearman, "in the early days of 
Doctor Who's 2005 revival, we all sat around the 
conference table and tried to piece together what 
Doctor Who actually was. ‘I think it’s about death, 
said Julie Gardner. And | think she was right.” 

“Maybe l'd eaten too much chocolate that day,” 
laughs Julie now. "Doctor Who is all about life and 
death, and the choices made for right and wrong. 
| love this show because even whilst we set stories 
in alien, far-off galaxies, they always speak about 
what it is to be human — in life and death.” 


"YOU'VE GOT ТО HAVE DANBER. 
IF THAT DANGER'S GOING ТО BE 
REAL, SOMEONE HAs TH DIE! 


stuff in [producer Philip] Hincheliffe’s times that 
Barry would never have allowed.” 

Says writer Paul Cornell, who has contributed 
some of Doctor Who's most emotionally 
: affecting demises: "For so many years, 
violent death was suitable Tor a 
į pre-watershed audience. And of 
| course Doctor Who had a fantasy 
١ context, which meant things were 
so much more distanced.” 

He adds that Doctor Who's 
treatment of death has changed over 
the decades. "Back in the day, it was an 
off-hand and often pretty meaningless part of 
adventure entertainment. The early William Hartnell 
episodes, made by the wartime generation, treated 
it more seriously, but it soon became a matter of 
throwing one's hands up and falling over.” 

The irony, of course, is that Doctor Who is one 
of the most life-affirming TV shows you could ever 
hope to view. Is this because of, or in spite of, all 
the death? “Both,” says James. "Because no matter 
how bad it gets, the Doctor is always there to save 
the day. And without the darkness and death you 
might not appreciate what a difference he makes." 

“The regeneration makes it life-affirming,” 
asserts Paul. “That, and the fact that our hero tries 
his best not to participate in the violent death- 


So true. Nevertheless, if you're a guest 
character on Doctor Who, you're much more likely 
to expire by its closing credits than live to tell your 
grandchildren about your mildly perilous 
adventures on Necros, Telos or indeed 
Earth, So why all this death in the 
show we love? 

“Doctor Who's stories are told 
опа grand scale,” considers Rob. 
*The entire universe of space and 
time is its canvas. As a result, the 
consequences are writ large. In a 
soap opera the drama might hinge 
upon whether somebody's affair is going to 
be found out, or whether a family secret will come 
to light. In most storytelling, what is at jeopardy 
is largely domestic. Doctor Who is about a hero 
who doesn't 'do domestic' His concerns are so 
vast and all-encompassing that it's only death and 
destruction which are offered up should he fail." 

"You've got to have danger,” says Terrance 
Dicks, the former Doctor Who writer and script 
editor who has bumped off entire planet-loads of 
characters. "And if that danger's going to be real, 
then someone's got to die! 105 no use being а 
villain if you're not going to do villainous things.” 

“Death lets you know what's at stake,” agrees 
writer James Moran, whose forthcoming episode 
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COMPILED ВУ DWM'S AMBASSADOR 
OF DEATH, 
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The Parting of the Ways (2005) 


ed right 
ame ‚ Mel screams in the key of F (to 
shriek) as a fireworks display explodes 


School Reunion (2006) Young student killed by 
Headmaster.. before the opening titles! 

№ “This scene rocks in a nice, clipped, thoroughly 
satisfying pre-titles way, admires Paul Cornell. Yes, 


if ever there was a scene which effectively sets up a embled pods, which begin to open. Besides | Captain Jack Harkness peeks beyond 
villain as truly malevolent, it’s this one. The school | iost arresting cliffhanger, it's also one of only | the veil. 
| | E Atthis 


= point, Captain 
Jack has been 
with us for five episodes, 
since The Empty Child. 
Having grown from con 
man to companion, he'll 
now do anything for the 
Doctor and Rose. Including die. Yet, it's still a shock 
when Jack fires his last bullet, then stands firm before 
three invading Daleks. Surely something will happen 


: to distract Skaro’s finest, right? Wrong — Jack gets 


blasted and hits the wall, dead. Simple as. The fact 
that Bad Wolf Rose later resurrects Jack, inadvertently 
making him immortal, doesn't detract from this initial 


z jaw-drop moment. A truly huge death, with real 


repercussions for Doctor Who and Torchwood. 


The Age of Steel (2006) Rose's 
parallel mum gets cyberised. 
E Okay, we know its not really 
Jackie Tyler, our beloved loud- 
mouthed, warm-hearted jezebel 
from the Powell Estate. She's Alt- 
Jackie, or whatever you care to call her. 
But damn it all, she’s still an actual flesh-and- 
blood person who looks and acts much like Jackie. So 
for our money it's pretty shocking to realise that she's 
become a Cyberwoman — and harrowing to see her 
husband Alt-Pete Tyler's reaction to the atrocity. 
“What is so appalling about Jackie's death,’ reckons 
Rob Shearman, “is not simply that she’s sliced and 
diced, but that she's quickly lost in the crowd and 
can no longer be identified...” To add insult to injury, 
Cyber Jackie then grasses Pete up to her fellow 
cyborgs, leading to his and Rose's capture. The minx. 


The Caves of Androzani, Part Three (1984) 
Going down, Mr President? 

№ "Your Excellency’s safety is my sole concern,’ 
Morgus assures the President with one breath, then 
shoves him down a lift shaft during the next. Murder 
doesn’t come any more two-faced than this, or any 
more surprising. As the President plummets to his 

3 ds x doom, no doubt he's reflecting 

| on his two big mistakes. One: 
standing near an open lift 
shaft. Two: trusting a creepily 
pony-tailed gentleman who 
keeps making asides to an 
imaginary camera. 


a close-up of the Sixth Doctor's face! 


nurse has sent Mr Finch a pupil — she’s not feeling 
well, but she’s about to feel a whole lot worse. After Ё 
establishing that the child is an orphan (“No-one to 
miss you...’), Finch announces that it's nearly time for 
lunch and leads her into his office. Then he assumes 
Krillitane form with a great, shadowy flapping of 
wings and the rest is literally unthinkable. Yet another 
display of what Doctor. Who can get away with. 


і The Shakespeare Code (2007) 
: Lynley suffers “an imbalance of the humours” 
i № The fact that he dies, in E 
i itself, isn’t the surprising } 
i thing. After all, Master ^ 
¦ of Revels Lynley intends 
to shut down the Globe 
: Theatre's performance of 
Loves Labours Won, 
which is so key to the 
witchy Carrionites 
liberating the rest of their bothersome 
species. So Lynley practically has ‘Kill me’ 
scribbled all over his forehead in quill ink. 
No, it’s the way in which he dies which hoists 
the eyebrows. Bravo. Author! Author! You 
don’t see many people drowning in the middle 
ofa dry street. Well, not since... 
"Yes; says The Shakespeare Code's writer Gareth 
i Roberts, “I know the Doctor saw a man drown on dry 
: land in The Mind of Evil. He just forgot, okay? I didn't, 
i but he did. Somehow the line, Туе seen a man die like 
i that before in 1971’ didn’t feel right...” 


The Creature from the Pit, Part Four (1979) Lady 
Adrasta makes an unusually sharp exit. 
№ In Doctor Whosville, you rather 
expect each story’s villain to make it 
through to the final 10, maybe even 
five, minutes. We want their oh- 
so-richly-deserved comeuppance 
to be the final item on the menu. . 
Imagine our surprise, then, 
when the horrible Lady Adrasta 
is engulfed by Wolf Weeds then 
squashed by huge alien life-form Erato 
mere minutes into Part Four! Commendably 
maverick writing there, from David Fisher. 

“This one’s surprising,’ comments Paul Cornell, 
“in that it’s mis-timed! The last episode of what is, at 
times, a very well-written story doesn't fit at all” 


ra 
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Delta and the Bannermen, Part Two (1987) 
Murray and the Navarinos’ holiday ends badly. 
№ “It’s so incredibly tonally 
wrong!" marvels Gareth Roberts, 
of the bizarre moment when the 
Bannermen blow up a bus-load of 
innocents. “Though it gives Bonnie 
Langford a chance to асі” еее си 
“Curiously underdone; says Paul Cornell, "in | 
а story that does whimsical and fun so well that it 
doesn't quite know how to shift gears into serious.’ 
"Actually, I loved that one,’ says Russell. "In a 
colourful, fun story, there's suddenly a massacre. Of 
harmless, nice people! It's a great moment — direction, | 
music, acting are all at their best there” | 


Tooth and Claw (2006) Father Angelo is not 
qmused to be shot by Queen Vic. | 
E Contemporary prime-time TV slots don't tend | 
to depict much human-on-human aggro. Let alone | 
any queen-on-monk rucking. So when Queen | 
Victoria pulls a small-but-deadly pistol from her | 
hen dba and blows Father Angelo's wicked brains | 
out (that last detail’s just in our fevered 
imaginations, you understand), it’s an | 
unexpectedly exhilarating jolt, like 
Quentin Tarantino at his best. Pauline 
Collins really sells the moment with 
her facial expression and tremulous 
trigger-hand. 


The Ambassadors of Death, Episode 5 (1970) 
UNIT catering has an off-day. 

W While locking up nervy scientist 
Lennox, Sergeant Benton reassuringly 
informs him, ^You can't be safer than in 
a cell” Well, evidently you can, because 
Lennox ends up ‘brown bread? In the 
progress, Doctor Who launches its own 
equivalent of Reservoir Dogs’ long-running и 
‘Who shot Nice Guy Eddie?’ debate. Namely, ‘Who 
brought a deadly radioactive isotope cylinder into 
Doctor Lennox’s cell, disguised as a lovely pie?’ 


_| Rib-tickling though it may be, 
the scene in which The Kandy 
Man kills a prisoner by means 
of “the Fondant Surprise” gets 
mad props from Doctor Who's 
ly weird and dark!” admires Russell, 


"m‏ ا 
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The Daleks' Master Plan: 

The Traitors (1965) Katarina 

becomes the first companion 

to perish. | 

Bi Here’s а death which really : 

embodies both Doctor Who's —' : 

scope and its ability to break 

your heart. One minute Cassandra 

of Troy’s handmaiden Katarina is in 

1184 BC, the next she's on Mavic Chen's spaceship, 

about to surprise the hell out of viewers. While 

Doctor Who's universe was clearly packed with peril, 

a companion couldn't actually die, could they? Even 

if they believed that their death had been foretold 

by prophecy? Surely not! Almost two decades 

before the events of Earthshock, Katarina's passing 

- courtesy of her opening an airlock to eject herself 

and her mentalist captor Kirksen into space — truly 
demonstrated that no-one was to be taken for 

| granted in this remarkably edgy TV show. 


The Deadly Assassin Part One (1976) 

The President of Gallifrey is shot... by the Doctor?! 
lll At the start of this episode, the 
Fourth Doctor suffers a precognitive 
vision of the President of Gallifrey 
being assassinated. Come the 
cliffhanger, several million 
mouthfuls of Saturday night tea 
very nearly go down the wrong 

way, when the Doctor strolls along the 
Panopticon's upper gallery, then seems to grab a staser 
gun, aim and ‘ice’ the President himself! It's a crime so 
heinous that Cardinal Borusa is subsequently moved 
to declare, “We live in evil times” 

“I remember how odd that scene seemed,’ says 
Russell T Davies, “like a completely different genre. 

It didn't really surprise me - I just remember feeling 
very lost!” 

Paul Cornell begs to differ: "It's the absolute blinder 
of surprise and reversal, so amazing to a kid that it 
feels physically hard to watch. The whole story plays 
these surprises as if we shouldn't be bothered by them 
at all, which gives them another degree of impact on 
top of that” 

It later transpires that the Doctor was aiming at the 
real killer. Furthermore, his pesky skull-faced nemesis, 
the Master, is behind the whole sorry scandal, tucked 
away in Gallifrey’s catacombs like some malignant, 
cowled slug, Which admittedly isn’t much consolation 
for the President. 


The Caves of Androzani, Part Four (1984) 
Salateen-is gunned down in an ambush. 

№ Caves features twice in this category for good 
reason. Everything in Caves seems as real as 

the bullets which hurtle around with alarming 
frequency. So when Salateen bites the dust, it's 
another slice of vivid reality, as well as one of 
writer Robert Holmes’ meditations on the evil 

that men do. You wouldn't want Doctor Who to be 
this stark every week, but it’s certainly running high 
on unpredictability, 


ee 


W The Keeper of Traken, 
| Part Four (1981) 

| Nyssa’s dad falls foul of 
and becomes, the Master. 
B “Doctor Who is back!” 
says an appreciative Paul 
Cornell of this scene. It’s 
one of those classic Doctor 
Who moments where you 
think the whole story's 
been wrapped up very nicely. Serenity has been 
restored to Traken. The Source has been stabilised, 
the Master has been sent packing with a flea in his 
charred ear, and all things considered, the White d 
Guardian will be tremendously proud of the Fourth i | 
Doctor. Oh yes, make no mistake about it. Bring on 
the dancing girls! But wait a minute - Tremas makes 
the grave error of investigating a newly-appeared 
grandfather clock, which we know from The Deadly 
Assassin to be the Master's TARDIS. In an agonisingly 
grim merging of minds, Tremas is possessed by a 
cackling Master. Just like that, Nyssa's father is no 
more, his body rendered a mere costume for evil 

— and Anthony Ainley makes the transition from 
supporting role to returning regular. 

Gareth Roberts remembers the grand occasion 
well. “I replayed my Pinnacle C60 cassette recording 
of that over and over and over again,’ he beams. 

“J was so excited!" 


_ Doctor Solow is em 
pod: But first, she deci 
kick on the Мука в gullet- 


The Talons of Weng- 
Chiang, Part Three 
(1977) Magnus Greel 
drains an innocent of life. 
М One minute, youre a Victorian- 
cleaning lady, enjoying your workmates’ 

bawdy banter. The next, you're standing hypnotised 

їп а Distillation Chamber which a fugitive from the 
fifty-first century intends to use in order to drain 

your very life essence. A second woman in the fiend’s 
underground lair is only pretending to be hypnotised, | 
but she faffs about so much that he operates the | 
Chamber, leaving you slumped and blackened, your 

skin dry, like old leaves: Funny old world, eh? 


T 


|. | “Best, Massacre. Ever? enthuses Russell of 
Doctor Who's most violent sequence. "Heads go 
flying! Arms! Guts! On Children In Need night! 
١ We should really bring those Rastons back one 
day, they were brilliant’ 
^I hope so; laughs Terrance, scripter of Zhe 
Five Doctors. “There'll be a few quid in it for me! 
` Love the Raston Robot, but it actually came out 
| ofa crisis. Fd delivered what | thought was the 
final draft of the script. But 1 was working 
in the same building as the script editor, 
Eric Saward, so he could easily reach 
, me! He phoned up and said there was a 
problem. ‘Oh come on Eric; I said. What 
is it now?" He said that the Third Doctor 
and Sarah Jane Smith got to the Dark 
~~ Tower too easily. They needed to 
4 encounter something terrifying, 
frightening, original and cheap! | | 
"So | came up with the Raston |: | 
Robot; he continues. "It turned out to | 
عط‎ the best thing on The Five Doctors, 
even if it was a last-minute inspiration. 
1 wrote about a battle between the 
Raston Robot and the Cybermen, 
but the director really went to 
town and made it an immensely 
gory sequence, with Cybermen 
being sliced and decapitat, d! 
My script certamly didnt 
mention Cybermen vomiting!" 
"Great fun, summarises Paul 
Cornell. “They re only Cybermen: 
they're made to be massacred” 


| 
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Doomsday (2006) 

Doctor Singh has a face-off with Daleks. 

№ 20055 Dalek saw Robert Shearman imbue the 
much-parodied Dalek ‘sink plunger’ with newly 


Simmons’ face. Doomsday takes this a grim 
step further, as Doctor Singh is forced to kneel 


mere husk. Ulp. 


Snyder and her people are rendered mush. 
W One of 1980s Doctor Who's more 
memorable images, to be echoed 25 years later 
in Voyage of the Damned, is the systematic 
flaring of blobs on a scanners screen, followed 
by their disappearance. Each of these blobs 
represents a human trooper, investigating an 
underground cave system and losing their 
lives in one-sided combat with the Cybermen's 
guardian androids. 

Those blobs would have sufficed to 
communicate the slaughter both simply and 
cheaply. Yet Earthshock’s decidedly gritty 
tone is soon established, as we see exactly what the 
android’s palm-fitted blasters have done to Lieutenant 

Scott’s squad. Not only that, but we see 
, it close-up. Snyder has become a 
steaming, bubbling heap of green 
EN pus, with only her name-badge 
to identify her. 
“Another favourite,’ says 
@ Russell. “Unusually gruesome, 
and I loved the way the 
camera really dwelt on that. 
It's hard to care for generic 

Troopers you've hardly met, 

but they made it work.’ 


Dragonfire, Part Three (1987) 

Kane quite literally loses face. 

№ One of the show's more notably graphic 
deaths occurs when Iceworld's dastardly 
overlord Kane makes the mistake of opening 
the Ark of the... oh, hold on, sorry, we 
became momentarily confused. Kane 
actually discovers that his home planet 
Proamnon no longer exists, and it drives 
him over the edge. He opens a screen on 
his spaceship and scorching light-rays 
make short work of infiltrating his sun-tan 
lotion. Can't say we're bothered, though: 


i homicidal powers, when it suckered torturer 


7 t between three Daleks, who reduce him to a 


i Earthshock, Part One (1982) 


i the bloke’s a wrong un. 


Ghost Light, Part Three (1988) 
inspector MacKenzie proves 
surprisingly nutritious. 

H It’s not so much “Ello ‘ello ello” 

as “Bye bye bye” for Inspector 
MacKenzie, the cream of Scotland 
Yard. He is transformed into 
primordial soup and served at 
dinner. "Memorably gruesome" and 
"Great grand guignol" are two just of 
the expressions Paul Cornell uses to 
praise the man’s blackly comic fate. 


The Visitation, Part Four (1982) 
Terileptils fizz, crackle and pop. 
№ Prosthetic effects often give 
you an unexpected degree 

of ickiness. So it is with 

this climactic sequence, in 
which the three Terileptils’ 
weapons overload and 
detonate, kickstarting a blaze 
which will become the Great Fire 

of London. It's perhaps their tormented shrieks, 
as much as the way their faces bubble and melt, 
which prove so unforgettably unnerving. 


The Trial of a Time Lord, Part Four (1986) 
Katryca and Broken Tooth get zapped. 

Ш A surprisingly powerful scene, as Queen 
Katryca and Broken Tooth fall foul of an 
energy discharge from the robot Drathro. 
The charred couple’s simple make-up looks 
horribly effective and a few Destiny of the Daleks' 
extras could take lessons in convincing death throes 
from Joan Sims and David Rodigan. 


Resurrection of the Daleks, Part One (1984) 
_ Guarding Davros? It's a gas. 
Э H Daleks invade a prison space 
ship where their creator, Davros, 
is being held in stasis. Watch- 
officer Osborn and her guard 
enter Davros’ chamber, intending 
to kill him. Millions of viewers 
are immediately put off their tea as 
Osborns guard turns to reveal his face half covered in 
grotesque burns, thanks to the Daleks’ poisonous gas. 
So, naturally, she shoots him. The Fifth Doctor's era at 
its toughest and, in some ways, its most gratuitous. 


One of the most tragic losses of life in Doctor 
Who's revived 2005 run is that of servant girl 
Gwyneth. Mark Gatiss’ script and Eve Myles’ 
performance unite to make her so loveable that 
her eerie death at the hands of the Gelth is truly 
heart-rending. When Gwyneth steps under that 
archway in the morgue, she thinks she’s going to 
save the Gelth, her ‘angels: Instead, she saves the 
entire world. Not bad for a lady who Rose assumes 
incapable of making her own choices. 


The Sea Devils, Episode Four (1972) 


The prison boss tries to right his mistake. 


Bi "Trenchard's basically a good guy; says Terrance, 
who scripted this tale. “Just misguided. The Master 
wins him over by appealing to his patriotism. 

He's essentially quite a sympathetic character. 

You always ideally want everyone to have some kind 
of motivation for what they do? 

Trenchard's gun battle with Sea Devils, of course, 
leaves him lying deceased in a corridor, in a moment 
nicely directed by Michael Briant. “Trenchard’s death 
is better in the novel; notes Paul, “which Malcolm 
Hulke turns into a masterpiece of characterisation, 
as the Doctor takes the safety catch off the gun so 
Trenchard will seem to have died a hero” 


The Ark in Space, Part Four (1975) 
Wirrn-Noah blows up his rocket. 
№ Despite having been 
transformed into a giant wasp, 
Noah shows "more than 
a vestige of human spirit" 
by leading the Wirrn swarm into a rocket, ® 
then deliberately forgetting to set the 
stabilizers. After a touching - if 

- insectoid — farewell to 
Vira, he’s destroyed 
along with the rest of 
the Wirrn. Noble. 


i 42 (2007) McDonnell jettisons herself and 


husband into space. 

№ “Poor Kath 
McDonnell? mourns 
Chris Chibnall, 425 
writer and Torchwood 
co-producer. “She only 
stopped to get some 
fuel! Then, what with 
one thing and another 
— mostly sun-possession - she ends up having to 


: throw herself апа Korwin into space. I do love а good 


self-sacrifice. She’s a bit of a dodgy captain: her last 
action is probably the only noble thing she’s done in 


i her life; redeemed at the last. In the script, I merrily 


wrote: ‘Balletic, beautiful slow motion, McDonnell 
and Korwin, clasping each other, are sucked out of the 


: ship into the sun’ Ha! Easy to write; next scene! Weeks 


of planning, stunts and CGI later, Graeme Harper and 
the FX teams make that moment a thing of beauty.’ 


i The Dalek Invasion of Earth: Day of Reckoning 


(1964) Dortmun dies while conducting research. 
W From the moment that i 

crippled rebel Dortmun tells 
Barbara to pass on his bomb- 
making notes to the Doctor, 


it. The image of a man rising 
unsteadily from his wheelchair 


: to face three Daleks is one not easily dismissed from 
i the mind. Shame his bomb doesn't work. 


“Terry Nation rather invented the noble sacrifice 
for Doctor Who, observes Paul, “taking his cue from 


| war movies. Still memorable all these years later.’ 


Resurrection of the Daleks, Part Two (1984) 
Stien decides which side he’s on. 
№ ^I can't stand the confusion in my mind!” 


agent, the Doctor's ally or half of comedy 


redeems himself in the spaceship’s 
Self-Destruct Chamber. He's 
exterminated, but not before pre- 
empting Eva Herzigovas iconic 


and blowing the craft to atoms. 


: we know he's planning to peg 


| yells Quartermaster Stien, who has fallen 
i prey to Dalek conditioning. Is he a Dalek 


i duo The Likely Lads? Stien ultimately 


get sick of it and deliberately let the | 
Doctor escape. And that's whenthe | : 
| : “Hello boys” line by two decades 


The Tomb of the 
Cybermen, Episode 4 
(1967) Toberman seals 
the Cybermen's fate. 
№ Look out, it’s the 
Cybercontroller! Just as 
the Doctor is about to 
re-seal the titular tomb, 
the biomechanical bullyboy attempts to leave 
through its big front doors. The late Kaftan's huge 
manservant Toberman steps in to save the day, 


closing the doors, sealing in the Cybermen, and killing 


himself and the Controller in the process. If hed 
known of all the Cyber-stories that would follow, he 
mightn't have bothered. 


Tooth and Claw (2006) 
Sir Robert delays the 
werewolf. 

W There are a 
couple of self- 
sacrifices in this 
episode, what with 
Captain Reynolds 
attempting to hold 
off the rampaging 
werewolf and being 
torn apart for his 
trouble. Yet Sir Robert is the 

man we know best, and sympathise with most. He is 
a.good man, forced to act badly. “The whole thrust of 
the character is the dilemma he faces between saving 
his wife and his Queen;' says actor Derek Riddell. 
^He's a staunch monarchist and his duty to the Queen 
is a huge thing, but towards the end of the episode 
Captain Reynolds calls him a traitor to the crown, 
which weighs heavily on him...’ 


‘Human controller for the Daleks’ 

probably looks cushy in the 

newspaper ad. Then you come to 
do the job, and realise it’s all about 
cruelty and killing. Eventually, you 


Daleks force you into redundancy... 
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The levels involved boggle the mind. Smith has 
tried everything he can to avoid having to do it, 

all the stages of grief, if you like, grieving his own 
death. He asks for this cup to be taken from him, to 
pursue the metaphor that’s at the heart of this story. 
I don't think that, once it's done, Joan says a word 
to him. I think she closes her eyes and he walks out 
the door, and she isn't quite sure if he's ever going 
to come back. Or even if she wants him to” 


Death to the Daleks, Part Four (1974) 
The amoral lieutenant destroys 
the Dalek ship from within. 

Ш "This is the traditional Terry 
Nation cliché? remarks Gareth on 
| this under-rated story's explosive 
. resolution. "Ihe anti-hero who's 
not so bad after all, like Avon in 
Blake's 7. It's a cliché because it 
works every single time” 


"That's one of the great 
things about modern 
«- Doctor Who,” says Paul. 
* “Seconds before, it was a 
scary monster. But it turns 


A First, he prevents Harry from 


bomb strapped to his own back. 


|| “We absolutely shouldn't see the moment,’ 
says writer Paul, referring to the way in which the 
Doctor regains his ‘real’ personality off-screen. 
“All that’s been said needs to be said, and David 
Tennant plays a blinder as the Doctor pretending 
to still be Smith. That's his best bit of acting. 


Cybermen, Part Four (1975) 
اللا‎ Space Station Nervas young 
officer Lester is a hero twice 
à in the space of minutes. 


unwittingly blowing up the 
te Doctor. 'Then he takes out 
some Cybermen with the 


Î Merre talking chronology then 
Ronson = or “THE THAL SPY!” 
as Davros uncharitably rants 


Revenge of the 
Lester undoes his harness. Boom! 


The Robots of Death, Part Four 
(1977) D84 gives its life to defeat 
Taren Capel. 

М We almost put this in the Tear- 
Jerking Deaths category, then remembered 
that D84 is a machine and got a grip of ourselves. 

Yet the endearing automaton’s fate is beautifully set 
up — it chooses to trigger the Doctor's device which 
will “deactivate” any robot within range. His final 
"Goodbye, my friend" really twangs the heart-strings. 
Especially when his head explodes. 

Paradise Towers, Part Four (1987) 

Pex tops himself to depose Kroagnon. 

E He may have fled from war, but Pex 
finally proves himself a hero here. 
When the Doctors plan to booby-trap 
the Chief Caretaker's reanimated corpse 
goes awry, Pex steps in and loses his life. 
Still, it's one in the eye for Kroagnon, 
Paradise Towers' ghost in the machine. 


Love & Monsters (2006) 
LINDA defeats the Abzorbaloff. 
E The London Investigation ‘N’ | 
Detection Agency are having а 
tremendous time, discussing the 
Doctor and playing some top : 
tunes. Then Victor Kennedy, secretly the Abzorbaloff, 
- waddles in and swallows most of them. It's only right, 
then, that LINDA should band together and tear the 
gluttonous alien apart. 


ID 


Doctor Who's illustrious body count 


M When 


begins, as Old Mother meets the scientist Goodge 
wrong end of a knife, іп опу. ° set offwith his 
the series third episode. © lunch box that 
“The first 13 episodes of ; morning, he 
Doctor Who play by different never dreamt his 


с —Isthe Dalek's first ever Qutto be cute, and scared, 
; exterminatee. Fittingly, and we're made to care about it | 
< he’s one of the scientists before it dies. Thus, Mot all monsters are terrible, | 
z Who helped birth the vicious and the Doctor treats them as пе finds them.” | 


5 


3 _ Lynda with 


14. FCount: 

* Scariori a’y isa real 
cruelly rewards. companion-that- 
Kerensky, his аки. might-have-been. 
faithful scientist: Asitis, she dies a lonely death in a room on the 
servant, by = Game Station. If it's any consolation, she witnesses 

uminghiminto —- theshow's first ever silent “Extarminate!” before the 


a guinea pig. | hovering Daleks outside blow the windows in. 
Not literally, Jol 


understand, but 


Pia 
= |_| Awww, Scooti. Too young to die, too hot to 
live. Her death, caused by a possessed, rune-faced — 
= Toby forcing her out into space, is chilling. And then 
beautifully macabre, as the Doctor, Rose and 
= her crew-mates watch hier corpse floating 
= off towards a churning black hole. 
“This might classify as Most Expensive 
Death Ever,” notes Russell, "since we 
= had to go all the way to Pinewood to 
shoot her underwater!” : 


poor man until he’s a mere skeleton, A generation 
is understandably traumatised as a result.— it's a bit 
like watching Basil Fawlty murder Manuel. 


١ Tears before bedtime among younger viewers, 
by depicting a pig running around in а space-suit, 
then being given a third eye by atrigget-happy grunt. 
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= mutations. Hal That ll learn him. 


: he does activate 
` the genius’ own machine which graphically ages the 


~ shrunken cadaver would soon be placed inside it. 

г Yet Goodge is unwittingly part of the Master's first 

- story, becoming the villain’s premier victim. We 
strongly suspect that the Master has a Dolls House of 
Doom, squitreled away somewhere... 


rules,” observes Gareth. 
“Everything is much more 

unpleasant and real. 700 hatrowing, 
but I'm so glad they did it that way at the start.” 


- Lucky old 


à Terror of th de T | 


|_| Doctor Who's most controversial death of the 


Temmosus, eh? The 

peace-craving Thal 4970s comes when John Farrel Senior is strangled 

leader has the joint bya troll doll in his own home. “Oh, everyone talked 
, honour of suffering about that in school the 


following Monday,” recalls 
Russell. “Everyone. 
Even girls. A living 
troll! One of the 
creepiest images ever. 
Just ignore the CSO 
when you watch it now 
= uis kids couldn't see it!” 
“Even though Barry Letts specified 
that the troll had to be ugly and frightening from the 
Start,” says Terrance, “after that episode children 


a И X. the first ever death- 
by-Dalek and the first ever demise invalving special 
FX. The boy must be proper chuffed. 


_ The show's first comedy casualty is notched up 
when Nero asks Tigilinus to sup from his poisoned 
wine goblet. Tigilinus does so, then kicks the bucket. 
No doubt scripter Dennis 
Spooner was relieved 


to have typed Tigilinus’ ` were refusing to take their teddy bears to bed in case 
tricky name for the > they grew fangs and attacked them! So maybe that 
last time. « Scene did go a little too far.” 


Black Orchid Part Two (1982) 
George Cranleigh's fortunes 
=» take a dive. 

E There's pathos aplenty 
atop Cranleigh Hall, as the 
disfigured botanist-cum- 
explorer releases Nyssa. 
When George's brother 

Charles steps forward to 

thank him, George recoils and 

plummets to his doom. An unusual 
instance of an antagonist's death eliciting sorrow. 


Gridlock (2007) The Face of Boe breathes his last. 
№ Lord knows, the passing of this infinitely wise boat- 
race is saddening enough. Then, ten episodes later, we 
discover that we were actually watching Captain Jack’s 
final seconds! Well, possibly. Not a dry eye in the 
house, all over again. 


Remembrance of the Daleks Part Four (1988) 
The Doctor attends Mike's funeral. 

Ш Only a few episodes back, Sergeant Mike Smith 
(Dursley McLinden) had observed the Omega 
Device's burial. Now, tragically, the Seventh Doctor 
and Ace hover by Mike's. 

"Loved the funeral,’ says Paul. 
“A huge sign that Doctor Who 
had just changed into something 
very interesting, a show that 
for the first time in years was 
interested in consequences.’ 

“1 knew Dursley,’ says Russell. 
“He was beautiful and funny 
and so, so talented. Very 
hard to watch that 
funeral now.’ 


escape dissection, but electrocution : 


about the acting. And this was one of Tom Baker's last : 


Utopia (2007) Professor 
Yana,.aka the Master, 
kills his lovely assistant. 
W It’s the perfect way to 
re-introduce the Doctor's 
eternal nemesis. Russell’s 
script cruelly acquaints 
us with the delightful 
Chantho — a playful, loyal, 
clever insect-person, if 
ever there was one — then 
has the Master kill her with 
malevolent relish. The result 
is one of Doctor Who's finest 
hours. 

“It’s our first sign,’ says 
Paul, “that these three episodes 
are going to perfectly describe, 
and complete, the character of the 
Master. Someone who literally kills for fun? 

“А brilliant set-up, adds Gareth. “Within five 
minutes of meeting her, I wanted Chantho and the 
Professor to be happy and escape together — so her 
death at his hands really hurts. A great way to re- 
establish one of the most distinctive characteristics 
of the Master's psychopathy: killing nice people, like 
Auntie Vanessa and [The Mind of Evil's reconditioned 


Dilemma 


е Twi 


criminal] Barnham, just for the hell of it. Hope and : і 
kindness snuffed out for nothing, it’s chilling” = 


The Аде of Steel (2006) 
The human cost of Cyber- 
conversion is driven home. 
E Mad John Lumic's 
Cyber-invasion struck on the 
night before Sally Freeman 
got married. We meet her 
entombed in a Cyber-suit with 


a faulty inhibitor, from which — : / 
her robotic voice can be heard. "I'm so cold,’ she says, 
while our hearts melt. When the Doctor lets Sally go, 
it's a blessed relief. 


Full Circle Part Three (1980) 
Dexeter's experiments destroy 
the Marshchild. 

№ The unfortunate sprog might 


claims it instead, when it punches 
through a screen to get to the Fourth Doctor. Hes not 
amused. “You see,’ says Russell, “great deaths are all 


great flourishes, he just blasts off the screen” 


Voyage of the Damned )2007( 
draws the short straw. 

E The Titanic’s smallest, reddest, spikiest passenger 
sadly never gets to go on that date with Astrid. A 
shame, as we'd have paid damn fine money to see it. 
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Blink 


(2007) Billy Shipton gets old man's hands. 
mum E Sally Sparrow meets a hot young 

DI. Then scary statues transport . 
him. back to 1969. What's a girl to 
do, except watch his pensionable 
١ self die in a 2007 hospital? 

“There are very few perfect lines 
of dialogue,’ says Russell. “They 
: | . are beyond gold dust. When a line 
that is literally perfect comes along, you just hug the 
script and sing and cry and hope you'll capture it in 
all its glory. Sally’s ‘It’s the same rain’ might well be my 
- favourite line in anything, ever” 


Rose (2005) Clive finally learns the truth. i The Evil of the Daleks Episode 7 (1967) 

He's devoted so much time to i Victoria's father takes one for the team.‏ اللا 

investigating the Doctor and alien life. So Ш Careful what you wish for 
it’s bittersweet when, in the space of a few — especially when you're 
seconds, Clive sees beyond the veil of building a time machine, 
secrecy... then heads beyond the veil of like Professor Edward 

death, courtesy of Auton fire, Waterfield. When 

| Daleks roll out of 


The Girl in the Fireplace (2006) 
The Doctor's love affair ends abruptly. 


х х Waterfield’s cabinet 
The End of the World (2005) and force him to lay 
Jabe adds fuel to the Doctor's fire. а trap for the Second 


Doctor, it creates a 
debt which the academic 
will repay at this story's 

conclusion, throwing himself 
in front of our hero and absorbing Dalek fire. The 
Doctor really should start telling people: "Look, don't 
go sacrificing yourself for me — I can regenerate!" 


W It’s one of the most disturbing 
shots in that 2005 series — a glimpse 
of Jabe on fire, beyond some huge 
revolving fans. Because we liked 
Jabe, and the way she managed to 
wring a tear out of the Ninth Doctor. 
Still, her death inspires one of his 
most memorably vengeful tirades. 


Ш What the Doctor 


sees through Madame de بل‎ feu и Logopolis Part One 
Pompadours big windows, The Green Death Episode (1981) The Master kills 


Tegan's Auntie. 

№ “Another bleak death,’ 
says Russell of the moment 
when a cackling Master 
shrinks Тевапѕ Auntie 


Three (1973) Jo's friend Bert 
mercilessly heartbreaking images. A horse-drawn succumbs to the story's title. 
carriage, ferrying her coffin out towards the gates. By į H If you're a Doctor Who 

the time the Doctor comes to read a letter she’s left : " companion, then whatever you 
behind, we're in pieces. i do, don’t make friends. They'll soon be ex-friends. 


is one of the show's most 


"She's gone in a moment,’ says Paul Cornell, i Casein point: affable miner Bert, who touches some Vanessa. “What’s gruesome 
“because the Doctor doesn’t walk through time like i slime and takes almost an entire episode to join the 1 here, and dazzling, is 
the rest of us do. Gorgeous.’ £ Choir Invisible. Bet she wishes shed listened to the that Aunt Vanessa has no idea what's going on. She 


hasn't got involved; she's not key to the action; she 
hasn't even met the Doctor; she hasn't seen the size 
and scale of what's happening around her. She's just 
2 i murdered, horribly, by a stranger, in a lay-by. In any 
New Earth (2006) Cassandra i other world, that's a Prime Suspect plot. Fantastic: 

witnesses her own end. E 

№ The Doctor and Rose bring a 
dying Cassandra, inthe body of : Survival Part Three (1989) 

her manservant Chip, to witness +: Ace's cheetah pal fails to 


Doctor and holidayed on Metebelis 3 instead. 


The Ribos Operation Part Four (1978) Binro the 
Heretic pays for his heresy. 
Poor Binro, who learns something that makes 
him feel vindicated, then gets blown away. 

“For maybe the only time, we get a glimpse 
of the heart underneath Robert Holmes’ 
misanthropic image; suggests Paul. "Binro's 


` death, away from the Doctor's plot, is her young and fabulous self. So | cheat death. 
made meaningful through his when Chip keels over, Young ; № The Master upsets yet 
_ moral value, rather than Cassandra unwittingly i another of the Doctor's 
being important to the : watches herself expire. i companions when he fatally 
story. And just for Simultaneously i stabs Ace's furry friend Karra. .. 
once, that's done so affecting and head- : Countless younger viewers 
well we don't care? scratching. : promptly cry into their custard. 
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KEELER'S N 01 Г VERY V 
The Seeds of Doom, Part ы (1976) 
Keeler becomes a Krynoid. 

№ Scary on two levels, this one. 
Keeler's transformation into 

a vegetable monstrosity is 
gruelling enough. Scarier still 

is Harrison Chase' utterly 
sociopathic lack of compassion. 
He's merely fascinated as 

the mortified scientist turns 
increasingly green around the gills; 
grows huge before you can say “Baby 

Bio”; and is eventually blown up by the Army. “More 
acute body horror,’ notes Paul. “I wonder if Philip 


p 


Hinchcliffe ever had chicken pox! 


SPHERE OF DESTINY 


The Web of Fear, 

Episode 1 (1967) Silverstein 
gets battered by a Yeti. 

W Doctor Who dabbles 

with vintage horror movie 
imagery, as stubborn 
collector Julius Silverstein 
moves through his darkened 
homey wondering why he just heard a window 
breaking. And where's his prized Yeti exhibit? 
Superbly flesh-prickling music and lighting crank 
tension as the furry robot transforms into a leaner, 
meaner model, then slaps him into 
the middle of next week. 


COLD SNAP 

The Tenth Planet, Episode 4 

(1966) The Cybermen brutally 

introduce themselves. 

Bl As Private Tito learns, there's 

something unnerving about 

a cloaked, hooded figure 

standing with its back 

to you. There's then 
something downright 
hair-raising about that 
figure revealing itself to be a 

towering man-machine hybrid 
which can take you out with a 

single chop to your neck. Throw 

in a snow storm, plus the fact that 

Tito dies right outside the TARDIS’ 

symbolic sanctuary, and you have an 

unforgettably scary slaying. 


DEAD HARTMAN WALKING 


)2006( ا 

Yvonne Hartman steels 
herself for Cyber- 
conversion. 

W Perhaps because Doctor 
Who likes to keep itself fairly 
upbeat, we rarely dwell on 

a character overwhelmed 

by the knowledge that they're about to dis, Which is 
why Tracy-Ann Oberman astonishes as Torchwood 
One's Yvonne Hartman, seconds before she's forced 
to walk into the Cybermen’s horrific buzz-saws and 
other conversion tools. “I did my duty for Queen and 
country, she gulps, over and over again, as if it's all 
she can do to avoid adopting the foetal position and 
going mad. To make matters worse, she's got Jackie 
Tyler giving her GBH of the ear ‘ole! 


CLASSI ICA LG GAS 


The Sound of Drums (2007) 

The Master implements а severe cabinet reshuffle. 
lil It’s one of the most morbidly iconic images served 
up by Doctor Who. The Master sits gas-masked at a 
table as Britain’s Prime Minister, surrounded by the 
cabinet members he’s just murdered, using fingers to 
tap out the infernal drum-beat which changed his life 
forever, all those centuries ago on Gallifrey... 


DON'T CARRY ON CAMPING 
The Stones of Blood, Part Three (1978) 
Doctor Who becomes Friday The 13th. 
№ “It’s kind of the 1950s horror movie 
ethos done in one beat;' says Paul of 
the moment when a camping couple 
are preyed upon by the seriously 
frightening Ogri. "You've never met us, 
but we've just had sex, awkwardly clothed 
as we are. Oh, here's a monster! Eek, we're 
dead! I'm not sure if it’s brilliant or rubbish” 
Russell has no such uncertainty. “Му favourite of 


all time; he declares. "Cos it's irrelevant! It's just nasty, 


and random, and pure Doctor Who? d: 


Horror of Fang Rock, Part 
Four (1977) Rutan-Reuben 
electrocutes poor old Vince. 
№ Its the smile. The little 

smile on Reubens face, which 

somehow tells his likeable 

subordinate Vince to fearfully 

back off. The subsequent grabbing, hand on head, 
screaming, blue flash and loss of life, stay with. 
you forever. 

"Everyone ended up dead in this story!" chirps 
Terrance, its writer. “It was like the last act of Hamlet. 
Vince's death demonstrates one of the tricks of the 
trade — make a character sympathetic, then knock 
‘em off! A prime example of that is the death of Janet 
Leigh's character in Psycho, followed by the detective 
getting killed too! It throws your certainties out the 
window, which is terrifying.’ 


CH AIR ч МАМ 


Terror of the Autons, 
Episode Two (1971) 
McDermott puts his feet up. 
№ Recalls Terrance: 

“Harry Towb, who played 
McDermott, was quite a 
well-known actor then, so 


you didn’t expect him to get it! Eg was quite 
shocked when he got swallowed by the armchair. 

I enjoyed writing the Target book for this one: I always 
say that the great thing àbout those novels, was that 
you could improve on the special effects!" 
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№ A Pyramids death had to make the Top Five. It's 
a veritable slaughterhouse and a classic to boot. | 
But which death? Dr Warlock, a wounded old man 
screaming asa robot-mummy prepares to “destroy 
this human’? The poacher, providing the filling fora 
mummy sandwich? Ultimately, it had to be Laurence 
Scarman, played so sympathetically by Michael 
Sheard. 

Laurence’s death itself is one of the least explicit 
in this:entire list. One minute, we see the man's arms 
being gripped by the possessed corpse of his brother 
Marcus. The next, he's slumped in a chair, dead as a 
doornail. Yet it's a profoundly impactful event because 
the Fourth Doctor dismisses it. Sarah Jane Smith is 
aghast as he absent-mindedly rolls Laurence’s body 
out of the way, already intent on more important 
matters. He has never seemed more alien. When 
Sarah challenges the Doctor, he coldly explains „== 
that another death is nothing compared 
to the millions who'll die if Sutekh the 
Destroyer isn't stopped. Grasping this 
necessarily big-picture perspective, we 
glimpse what it’s like to be the Doctor. 
As the Ninth Doctor later says: “This 
is my life... standing up and making a 
decision, because no-one else will? 


The Power of the Daleks, Episode 6 (1966) 
Lesierson is exterminated by his surrogate 
children. 
a Doctor Who's decd: are littered with well- 
ately misguided and very dead 
scientists. Lesterson, played brilliantly by Robert 
James in this ly Thissing adventure, is perhaps the 
finest example of such a man. When he discovers a 
Dalek space capsule in a mercury swamp near his 
colony, the audience knows it’s a really bad idea to 
open it up, and an even worse idea to power-up the 
dormant Daleks within. Inevitably, Lesterson gives 
the Daleks life and they cruelly snatch his away. 
Lesterson, though, effectively dies in Episode 4, 
when he realises his blind pursuit of progress and 
success has allowed those cunning Daleks to regroup 
and commit the old ultra-violence. So he tumbles 
headlong into madness. And that’s the most striking, 
terrible and dramatically potent aspect of Lesterson's 
climactic death: the man’s mind has long since left 
the building. Those Dalek gun-sticks are really just 
zapping an animated, babbling shell. 


“meaning but ult 


Revelation of the Daleks, Part Two (1985) 
Tasembeker stabs Mr Jobel. 


^ -B “Just another 
meaningless 
death in a story 
where nobody's 
life is prized,’ 
argues Paul, and 
he's not alone 
in that view. 
Revelation is 
certainly one of 
the more amoral 
Doctor Who 
stories, thanks to 
the dream team 
of Eric Saward's 
jet black script 
and Graeme 
Harper's nails- 
hard direction. 
Yet an incensed 
Tasembeker 
wasting 

Jobel with a 
hypodermic 
syringe, despite having come to warn him of Davros’ 
intentions, is.a stand-out moment in Doctor Who 
history. Besides being a rare crime of passion, it's a 
great.example of Davros’ manipulative power. Using 
simple, insidious words like weapons, he primes 
Tasembeker to assassinate the man she adores. 

“It’s brilliantly directed; says Gareth, "and so dirty. 
Almost casually pathetic“ 

“А lovely death,’ admires Russell, “cos it's got 
nothing to do with Davros and the Daleks, really. It's 
just unrequited love. And then it sails merrily into the 
macabre, as Jobel's wig falls off. Genius’ 


"IF THE DOCTOR COULDN'T 
SAVE ADRIC, THEN WHAT HOPE 
WAS THERE FOR ANYONE?” 


mathematical excellence - while the closing credits 
scroll by in jaw-dropping silence. 

"It's interesting to note those few occasions 
when the show is forced to acknowledge a death,’ 
says Rob. "They can't just gloss over Adric in the 
opening minutes of the next story, Time-Flight! 
There's a lovely bit of grief going on there. But 
the needs of the adventure story mean there's no 
time for reflection, and before we know it, the 
Doctor has a ‘special treat to cheer us all up! He's 
soon in an airport terminal bemoaning the state of 
English cricket? 


Turn the page to discover our choice 
_ for The Greatest Death Scene ca ! 
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now. I always liked Adric — he flew the 
flag for the rest of us odd, swotty kids, 
ti but for the first time, I felt a terrible 
uncertainty — if the Doctor couldn't 
save him, then what hope for anyone? 
“As time passes, observes Russell, 
“we tend to end up laughing at stuff like 
Adric's death, but honestly, on that night 
of transmission, it felt huge and 
devastating.’ 
Earthshock marks the 
one occasion when Doctor 
Who ends with a single 
freeze-frame image — 
Adric’s shattered badge of 


Earthshock, Part Four (1982) The Freighter hits 
prehistoric Earth, with Adric on board. 


IN THE DAYS BEFORE RUMOURS AND SPOILERS 
could circulate like wildfire on internet message 
boards, Earthshock lives up to its name on two 
counts. It intreduces wonderfully redesigned 
Cybermen in a genuinely surprising Part 
One cliffhanger. Then kills off companion 
Adric, whos been a fixture in the TARDIS 
for two years. 

While the Alzarian genius, and to a 
certain extent actor Matthew, Waterhouse, 
polarized viewers in terms of the character's 
appeal, his obliteration gives us one of the 
show's all-time memorable, did-they- 
really-just-do-that moments, 4 

“Iwas ten years old; ánd it 
absolutely destroyed me; "says 
James Moran; who seems 
to have something in his 
eye. "Still upsets me, even 


_ “Nir Capricorn! | resign!” 


" P NN, ` Ad 


A unt MU | 
«and ah tumbles ори denn oo. Nooooo! 


has shot the moment beautifully whilst Murray Gold's 
score builds so that we can believe Astrid’s stardust 
really is flying and not falling!” 

Did Russell toy with different heart-breaking 
ways for Astrid to tumble off the twig? And was the 
stardust scene always there? "I knew it would be a 
fall, cos it needed to be that grand and operatic. A 
gunshot wouldn't have worked! But the stardust scene 
was added in the second draft, cos we all felt that her 
death wasn't big enough. She fell, she was gone, it was 
strangely fleeting” 

“That second scene plays like Astrid’s burial,’ 
points out Julie. “No one was ready to say an early 
goodbye to her. It's important that the Doctor has 
time to grieve and to understand the wisdom of Mr 
Coppers sentiment that if he could choose who lives 
and who dies hed be a monster" 

“It was just the best possible ending for Astrid, 
says Russell. “Kylie loved it too, thank God — who 
wouldn't want to be the tragic hero?! Slow-motion, a 
wire rig, falling FX shots, fading ino stardust, it was 
an extravaganza. The woman's a showgirl at heart!” 

Farewell Astrid Peth, and have fun out there. We 
hardly knew you... <i> 


Lite 


someone down, so shed want to be a companion but 
hed refuse her. Yes, rubbish, isn't it? But you have 

to start writing to realise that it's rubbish. So about 
five pages in to the actual script, I realised that in a 
disaster movie, as well as all the deaths along the way, 
you've got to have a Significant Death towards the 
end. And her fate was sealed! No one actually knew 
until | handed the script in...’ 

“When I read Astrid's death for the first time,’ 
says executive producer Julie Gardner, “it was with 
terrible sadness, but with the knowledge that it was 
dramatically the right choice. Astrid's sacrifice is 
heroic and perfect within the disaster movie genre 
and т the world of the Doctor. His universe is one of 
hope and inclusion where the human spirit is great 


AND NDW... 


Voyage of the Damned (2007) 
Astrid gives her life to save the world. 


ОН, POOR ASTRID РЕТН. SO GORGEOUS. 
Bright-eyed, brilliantly dressed and the very spit 
of Aussie pop icon Kylie Minogue. Her death 
would truly make a glass eye cry — especially Max 
Capricorn’, given that the corporate tycoon topples 
into the abyss with her in an orgy of agonising slow- 
motion. Then, just when we think we've successfully 
willed ourselves not to weep in front of our relatives 
on Christmas Day, writer Russell T Davies twists 
the knife again. An anguished, desperate Doctor 

‚ tries to bring Astrid back, but merely conjures up 


m 


her ghostly image: She's ‘Stardust, as Mr Copper 


“IF YOU COULD DECIDE МНО 
LIVES AND WHO DIES - THAT 
WOULD MAKE YOU A MONSTER.” 


and enduring. But sometimes that hope comes at a 
terrible price. Astrid's death proves the point. It also 
leaves us with a lonely Doctor, which feels all the 
more painful and potent at Christmas, Plus, she dies 
опа forklift truck! That's so mad! And then, when 
she dies ‘a second time’ there's so much romance and 
beauty. David and Kylie’s performances are so tender 
there. The writings spare and gentle. James Strong 


Afinal goodbye ДЕШИ Р! 
m- E : 


gently puts it. And Astrid Peth is gone; flitting out of 
a nearby window, finally getting her wish to explore 
the cosmos. А wondrous collection of bright blue 
particles, free to roam. 

Astrid's exit makes our Number One spot because 
it ticks boxes in all of our main categories. Falling a 
great distance into boiling flame is pretty Gruesome, 
not to mention Scary for us viewers, because we 


really don't want Astrid to do it. Self-Sacrifice? Check. 


Tear-Jerking? Check. And it was certainly Surprising, 
provided you hadn't been spoilered by one of the 
yuletide TV listings supplements. 

"Astrid's death wasn't part of my initial pitch to 
Kylie” admits Russell, “just cos I hadn't thought of it! 
When I first met with Kylie — I love saying that — 

I told her that Astrid would probably do something 
that the Doctor disapproved of, like gunning 
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This sort of over-reaction isn’t unique to 
Doctor Who, though. It’s the same sort of feeling 
you get when you buysthe latest album from 
your favourite pop group, only to discover 
they are experimenting with ‘suddenly being 
rubbish’. Or when your football team gets 
relegated. Or when your political 
party comes second. 

On all of these occasions, 

you have a valid reason to 

be miserable. And the same 

applies if you don't enjoy 

an episode of Doctor Who. 

Over-reacting badly is all part 

of being a fan. There's nothing 
wrong with it, as long as you 

are still over-reacting positively 
most of the time. As long as you're 

dancing with glee more frequently than 
you are dismembering woodland creatures. 

But there are two important things to 
remember. Firstly, although you have a very 
personal, very emotional response to Doctor 
Who, if you don't like something, it isn't because 
the programme makers have decided to annoy 
you. Just as pop groups don't sit down and 
decide to release a bad album, with even the 

most lacklustre Doctor Who stories, 

everyone involved was working with 
he best of intentions. Every 

story was written, directed, 

acted and produced by 

people who genuinely 
thought it would be fantastic. 
Even, hard as it may be to 
believe, Underworld. 

And when things do go 
wrong, the programme 
makers are as acutely aware 
of the shortcomings as the 
viewers, if not more so. They 
are just not in a position to 

zt announce this publicly, and 
ew. wouldn't even if they could, 
because they know that every 
bad show started out as a 
هخ‎ good idea, and how, in 
; à collaborative medium, 
things go wrong without 
it being any one 
person's ‘fault’. 

The second thing to 

remember is, whatever 
you do, don't get drunk 
and go on the internet. 
The internet and five 
pints of lager do not 
mix. You will read things 
that will make you 
tetchy and you will post 
things you will regret. 

Instead, my advice 
is, pick up the Radio » 
Times and read the 

listing for next week's 

episode... and start 
looking forward to that 
instead. le 
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з gets his Doctor Who pants in a twist... 


LOSING MY RELIGION? 


But | can still recall my first ‘bad’ Doctor Who 
story. It's a formative moment in every fan's life. 
| won't say which specific story it was (suffice it 
to say that it featured Sylvester McCoy, some 
Daleks, and had production code 7H) and | can't 
remember what it was about it that left 
me so vexed - it was, and remains, a 
marvellous story — but nevertheless, 
suddenly, and massively, it really 
pissed me off. 
Which is an odd response, 
if only because Dragonfire 
had been on the previous year 
and l'd found that perfectly 
congenial. | suspect the difference 
was not with Doctor Who but with 
me; | had reached a ‘certain age’, 
where things grow — in particular beard 
hairs, genitals and the capacity to take 
everything a bit too personally. 

| had turned 14 and was а prickly, insecure 
adolescent. And my problem with Doctor Who 
was that, overnight, it didn't take itself as seriously 
as / took it. | wanted this show to continue to 
mean to me what it had meant when | was six 
years old, when it was realistic, gritty drama like The 
Creature from the Pit... but now the powers-that- 
be-at-the-BBC had decided to turn it into a cheap, 
silly, children's programme. An embarrassment. 
Doctor Who had stopped being something 
that everyone liked, and became something 
that only / liked, and something that stopped 
girls from wanting to have 
sex with me (amongst 
other reasons). 
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ormally, | enjoy watching Doctor 

ho. If anything, | enjoy it slightly 
more than is healthy. I've said before 
how inordinately excited | get in 
anticipation of watching an episode, 
and usually that anticipation is 
ewarded by the following 45 
minutes of thrills, corridors, and 
hopefully something exploding at the end. 

| make a big emotional investment in Doctor 
Who. | can't help it; it has given me so much 
pleasure over the years that | find | care. It can 
mean the difference between ecstasy and 
despair, between skipping around the room with 
uncontainable delight and wanting to locate and 
dismember the nearest small furry animal. 

Absurd, isn't it? What a ridiculous lack of 
perspective! It's only a television programme, 
after all. There are more important things in the 
world to worry about, like, wars and famines and 
remembering to cross the road correctly and 
money and relationships. Doctor Who, in the grand 
scheme of things, doesn't matter one jot. 

Except that it matters to me, because | expect a 
return on my emotional investment. My reaction to 
an episode of Doctor Who will predicate whether 
| spend the rest of the evening getting drunk, 
beginning sentences with "Wasn't it incredibly 
cool when...” or whether | spend it getting drunk, 
beginning sentences with "And another bloody 
thing that annoyed те...” 

| don't want to be the 'annoyed' person. 

Never mind that fact that it means I'm awful, 
higgly company, it's really tiresome and unpleasant 
to be in the epicentre of a zone of pedantry. 


“j wanted Doctor Who 
to still be what it had 
been when | was 6 


You might get the impression that it's a polar 
response, that it's either ‘Fantastic!’ or 'Romana- 
was-appalled' (or, to use the internet terminology, 
it's either ‘cringe’ or 'squee' with additional letter 
'e's where appropriate). And it's not — | have the 
capacity for ambivalence — but with Doctor Who 
my responses do tend to be more extreme, where 
every reaction is an... over-reaction. 

"When | was a child, | thought 
as a child,” said Nicholas: 
Parsons in The Cürse of 
Fenric. He was right, and 
could easily have gone on 
to say, "When | was a child, 
| thought all Doctor Who was 
great" Because, when | was 
a kid, | didn't conceive of the 
possibility that there might be 
such a thing as a bad Doctor 
Who story — after all, it was 
Doctor Who, ergo, it would be 
automatically really amazing. | 
enjoyed everything because it 
ever occurred to me not to. 
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DWN's TARDIS 


Ti 
tormenting ang In contains 50 taxing, | 


trivial questions. Each 


wy interviewee my 


St A 5 [Who's the most famous person you've met? 
| | NSwer а random Selection | Probably Derek Jacobi. But sie Tennant | 
i ees p nar Я had the crown before that!” 
А “Lege Peel lk Ereema A ауе та n $ 
م‎ IMS 15 SUC, eee 22 а Li mtavac What’s your favourite game? & Е 
! nae martar Martha Jones, talks шотахез, "There 1 Up B 
alias DOCIOF мати id تا الات‎ 1 ыр ! : 3 Theres a NEW game actually; its called p 
пы fmranmroograons, апа Balderdasn... Balderdash. It's just brilliant. It's а word game, TE 
asi ПО (Of adutul а: +195 Mirm = E and you've got to be a good liar, and to be good i d 
Words Tom Spilsbury Pictures Stuart Manning at detecting other people's lies. It's fantastic. It's Г 3 
اد‎ ne E really a Christmas game. We always play board dd 
| ف‎ " games at Christmas. Before that my favourite | : 
What do you see —а had to narrow it down, it would be lipsil — once you game was poker. We're a poker family! [Do you i т 
glass half full, ога glass start, you feel you can’t live without it. I'm constantly 2 play for money?| No, for matchsticks of course!” " 
half empty? applying that. Oh, and my filofax — well, my diary, ue E 
“Thats an interesting but | call it a filofax. Literally everything in there, What's your most treasured possessio? ИЭ ЭЭ аа 3339 لأ‎ | [3 
one! Ordinarily, Га and | live my life through my diary!” "My filofax again! [Laughs] | am a hoarder. Because Ü "m — ES 
describe myself as everything at some point in my life is one of my — detail and the work and the effort that | 1 
quite a positive person. Who or what has been your 01681651 inspiration? most treasured possessions. But really and truly it's ! goes into that! They're constantly updated, it must | 
>” When | first started “My mother, because she’s just the definition of free my diary. Гт a slave to it!” : bea full time job. | take my hat off to them, and 
filming as Martha, | was will. She’s just been my rock throughout absolutely 7 they do it much better than | could. | love those fan 
having a great time. And then everything. | can hear her words loud and clear Do you remember your first kiss? sites. l'd like to thank everyone who puts all the 
there was the press launch, and throughout my whole life, Do what makes you "Yes. And | remember getting caught in the work into them. [Do you ever think you shouldnt 
. it went down really well with the press... and happy’. My parents always taught me to work Р Wendy house at primary school, апа | was so look too much at what people are saying on the 
` then the episode aired, and everyone really hard, to persevere, to be polite — but ultimately embarrassed, because | was made an example internet?] Absolutely. | don't look at reviews. From 
loved Martha... so | was almost waiting for the _ to be happy, and follow my 1 of for being a little bit naughty! It actually put the the day Smith and Jones aired | stopped looking 
backlash! ١ started thinking that this was all too E. Neat | remember a point brakes completely on boys in my life until around at stuff, because until then it was all speculation. 
good! So Гт going to try to untrain myself в when | decided | wanted | about A-Level time! | was like, ‘Okay, okay, | won't After that, you know that you won't have 100% of 
of thinking like that. As of now, the glass to go into acting, and ever kiss a boy again!’ | probably kept that up a people backing you, so even if you read ten nice 
is half full! [Laughs]” everybody else turned little bit too long! My first proper boyfriend wasn't things, and one not-so-nice thing, that's the one 
their noses up - Do : until | was 18. that's going to stick in your head. So it's better not 
Who was your first best friend? you realise how many to look.” 
“Well, my first best friend, and in fact people are trying Я Do you ever Google yourself? 
my best friend to this day, is my sister. to make it in the 2 "| don't ever put my name in Google, but what What would you do if you won the lottery? 
There's only 16 months between us, A business. Do you think | have done is sometimes is look at some of "Well, l'd pay off my family and friends' debts. 
and we were always just a year apart BBC Three's The МИЯ you stand a chance? ١ the fan sites. At one some point | was thinking Give to charity, obviously. l'd like to take a whole 
at school. So we'd always meet at break Boosh - Freema ids 4 But ту mum just said ‘Do | about getting a website going, so | was looking lot of money and actually go over to Africa, and 
times, and eat with each other. We shared a CN DVD purchase! mra what makes you happy- | at some of them out there, but | couldn't possibly put money into a community, and be a part of the 
room for | don't know how many years! Funnily P = She's the most beautiful match what some of them are doing. The building process, and be quite hands-on. And 
PN enough I just had a conversation with her last night person. [Was that the best advice then... gosh! I don't know! [Would you keep on 
about friendship, and I’m so close to my family. Of you ve ever had?| Absolutely! She is my inspiration » working, or would you retire?| Hmm, | don't think 
course, other friends are important, but she's my in every single way.” l'd retire. Because being an actor is one of the only 
ultimate best friend." a jobs out there where you'd be expected to do for 
Have you ever asked for an autograph’ nothing. Can you imagine getting a temp in for a 
What classic film or TV programme would you most like to “Wow! [Thinks] Yes, | have. Peter Davison, | got nis day at an office, and saying 'You need to do all 
have worked on? autograph! We were on the same flight going to i this filing and faxing, but there's no money in it!' 
> — "Well, a classic one, which is actually still quite a Monte Carlo, and he said that his children were But if you say to an actor, 'Come and do this 
modern one too, is James Bond. [Laughs] | just really big fans, and would ! mind signing something 1 play, but there's no pay' — well, you do it, 
think that those films offer all the things that Doctor for them? So | said, ‘Absolutely. Would you mind 1 just for the love of it. Obviously the ideal is 
Who does too. As a viewer | like various things, but signing something for me too?’ [What did you ask to be good at your craft, and live 
when | think of things Га like to be involved in as ап him to sign?| It was a bit of paper from my ever- Í. off it! But even if а 
actress, it's things like James Bond, or X-Men and faithful diary. Also, years ago, | wanted to ask Linda | did win the lottery, Га. hs. diei " 
comic book films. The Matrix, and things like that. Robson, who was in Birds of a Feather. She played 1 still want to act. [You ÉL E 


wouldn't want to just 


sit in your castle all day, doing 
nothing, would your] Well... Га inea 
quite like a big old castle actually! о 
But it’s important that everyone E E Ain. 
else around me is happy. The key 
to happiness in my life is to have 
meaningful relationships, a job 
| enjoy, and to make a difference in & 
someone's life.” 


What was the best party you ever went to? 
"Hmmm. Well since I've been in the public eye, 

ме been invited to quite a lot of things, but | 

don't necessarily go to all of them. | almost feel > 
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my mum in Crossroads. | was about to go and ask 
her, but | was chastised by another actor who told 
me that was not the thing to do. Actually, | really 
wanted to, and | wish | had now! Lately it's just 
nice to be in the same room as some of these 
people, and | don't need something written 
down for me to remember that l've met them. 
I've now met the most 
amazing list of people. 


The name's Agyeman... 
Freema Agyeman. 


[Would you like to be a Bond girl?] No, а baddie! 
[Laughs]" TT 


What was the most recent DVD you bought? 
"IThinks] Did | buy one the other 

day...? For myself? [Or it could be as a 
present?) | recently bought — oh, what 
was it? Oh! It was The Mighty Boosh 
for somebody's birthday. [Laughs] I'm 
working on getting it myself! |$ 
kind of odd, isnt it?| Odd, but 
"il get it^" 


What items do you always carry 
with you? 

"Easy. The list will just 
go on! I’ve got like a 
TARDIS bag! | can't 
believe the amount 

| carry around with 
me, and why | carry 

it around! But my 
thinking is, you never 
know when you're going 
to need something. But if | 


Now 
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"| was ee end well behaved at 
always looked forward to parents’ eve 
cos | just loved to make my mum proud 
great rapport with all my teachers. | love 
adored it. | had loads of fun too, and 
played rounders or football in the playgr 
was a convent girls’ school and it was a 
never had a detention, and | was а 
respectful of my teachers. [Did you ^a 
at school?] Prize night, yes! | won priz 
or achievement, and the more 
won, the more I wanted to 
achieve. | think that's why а 

ot of my friends and family 
were surprised when | went 
into acting. [What was your best 


subject?]| was really into science, and # 
took over. My worst was Maths, anc t wi 
C grade!” 


What qualities vas you look 
فيه‎ describe him! | like plays 
laughs... | like people who are ї 
family are very much like that. Um 
who's respectful and considerate 
it for те!" 


tis yo 


Of all of your clothes, wt 
“| tend to wear hoodies а lot. Гуе 
different shapes and styles anc 
bought me a very nice one. I'm 
glam stuff, | like tracksuits.” 


“We never been ablêî to 
just don’t understand ho 
you possibly know? V 


1 suppose it might h 
Three!] Wow, th 
people say they ca 
they were two or ev 
don't judge! But 
hat question. I'll g 
ind out!” > 


== < that | won't completely relax, because suddenly 
لس‎ you're aware that you're not an anonymous face 
any more. It's not that l'd tumble out of clubs drunk 
before, but... well, | don't go out that much. So it 
would probably have to be a party from the past. 
[Thinks] Um... well there's not one that stands out, 
but when you've been to a party where you had 
some brilliant conversations, lovely food, loads 
С of booze, and you've had a right good dance, 
7 - and your make-up is all dripping and your hair is 
sticking up at the end of the night... well, you just 
feel like you've had a really good night. [University 
days?) Yes, and when | used to work as an usher at 
Е the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. So we'd finish at half 
di 5 past ten, and go out on the tiles! But ا‎ just like to 
-| до home with a DVD and my boyfriend and a pizza 
‚ now! [Laughs] I'm getting old!” 


Freéma with A 
on the Torch 


| moved away, and the nickname died away. But 


I'm still fond of it." 


yet to fulfi il? 

1 weuld love to "xd a voiceover in The Simpsons! 
[Laughs] That is my all-time favourite programme, 
and it's a huge ambition of mine! Work-wise I've 
achieved so much, and I'm really happy with where 
my career is at this stage. We all have dreams 

and aspirations, but as long as it goes the way it's 
going, I'll be happy.” 


Do you like watching yourself on TV? 
"When I watched Smith and Jones | ended up 
1 with а list, as long аз you like, of notes оп my own 
(MN performance. And then | just thought, well, | can't 
X. go back and change that! So now | can watch a 

whole episode of Doctor Who without cringing. 
Also there's so much else in àn episode that you 
didn't get to see at the time, that l'm watching it 
objectively anyway for the first time." 


W jou watch as a child? 

ever had a nickname? "Well... obviously Doctor Who! [Laughs] | did, 
“Well, yes, my nickname is ‘Mimi’, which a lot of though! | loved things like Thundercats and 

“wr „ kids on therestate called me. My brother started it Dungeons and Dragons, and all those 80s 
when he was very young, because he couldn't say cartoons. He-Man and She-Ra! All of those. | did 
'Freema' he could only manage ‘Meema’. So ike quite a lot of telly as a child. [We know that 
it became ‘Mimi’, which for a while is what | was you're a Star Trek fan, Freema.,.) Ah, but that was 
then called by everyone on the estate. Of course, 


when | was older! | was a teenager when | watched 
The Next Generation. But loads of 
cartoons. ! still really like cartoons, actually" 


funny look] "Um, I'm sure in millions 
E rts, yes he is! [5 there a theory that 
eople like Elvis are still alive somewhere? 
e к him?] Yeah, maybe...?! 

jant to upset any Elvis fans 

d this! [Picks up and speaks 
€] Believe what you want, 
eve what you want!” 


“Um, well I'm not really a la- 
la-la-skip-through-the-fields- 
and-have-a-picnic person! 
As much as | like fields and 
nature, | don't tend to sit 
outdoors and have picnics! 
So if | was going to have 
one... it would probably 
be the conventional 
sort. Somewhere 
beautiful, peaceful 
and quiet. [Not on 
a rollercoaster like 
the Лт”! Fix It cubs 
then?| No, that's 
not gonna work, 
is it?" 
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MUCH 
OBLIGED, BIG 
FELLA! 
TWO TICKS, 


©, THANEY/ 4 7 : JON 

TABLE, OVER THERE! | 4 i EO» 7 г 299 КОО? 

BIG BOTTLE! BLUE | #” 1 g ; [ 4 / | MAKEOVER, IF 
STUFF! C'MON, P" d e k YOU PLEASE! 


SPIT-SPOT/ 


HE'LL BE OUT FOR HOURS, LET'S 
TAKE А SCOOBY-DOO MOMENT AND 
ASK OLD MAN WICKLES HERE TO 
BRING US UP TO SPEED... 


DOCTOR, BE \ 

NICE, THE THANE'S 

NOT ^ BAD GUY... 
SORT OF. 


| HANG ON, THE 

| CYRENE AND XHOSA HOWEVER, THE CONFLICT 

WERE AT WAR FOR LEFT US WITH A TERRIBLE 
CENTURIES... ; LEGACY... 


GOODNIGHT 


HERE, 
\ DOCTOR! 


NET 


ААММОО... 


KEEP BACK/ DON'T BREATHE IT 
IN, THIS WON'T TAKE LONG... 


HOW'D YOU 
KNOW WHAT WAS IN 
THAT BOTTLE? 


HAD AN I-SPY BIG 
| BOOK OF CHEMISTRY 
FOR CHRISTMAS. 
HERE WE GO -- 


HE'S ALSO . ТАМ А THANE- 1 VIKTOR IS A XHOSA 
NOT QUITE HUMAN, CLASS REPLICANT -- BIO-MECHANICAL 
RIGHT? A PRODUCT OF P CONSTRUCT. 
CYRENE GENETIC 
TECHNOLOGY. 


"CULLING THEM FOR SIMPLY 
OBEYING THEIR NATURE WAS 
DEEMED IMMORAL..." 


WE HAVE WATCHED 
OVER THEM FOR FIFTY $ 
GENERATIONS. І ADAPTED THE 
KEEP'S BIO-REPAIR FACILITY TO 
CLONE REPLACEMENTS оғ / 
MYSELF. ; 


VIKTOR IS MORE 
ROBUST THAN I, BUT... 
HIS SYSTEMS ARE 
ALSO FAILING, 


ТАСПМАТЕР THE DISTRESS 
BEACON YOU INTERCEPTED. 
NO ONE CAME. WE HAVE BEEN 
FORGOTTEN... OR FORSAKEN. 


"THEY HAD BABIES, DESPITE 
ALL THAT MODGING ABOUT 
WITH THE GENOME/ " 


"THEY WERE SAVAGE, GENE- 
SPLICED SHAPECHANGERS -- 
LETHAL, UNPREDICTABLE, AND 
MANUFACTURED SOLELY FOR A 
WAR THAT NO LONGER EXISTED. 


HE CYRENE 
AMIRAE. > 


AH! SO THEY WERE 
MIND-WIPED AND PLONKED 
ON THiS BACKWATER/ THE 
NEUROPATHIC GENERATOR KEPT 
THEIR CONDITIONING TUCKED IN, 
BUT... YOU MUST'VE KNOWN IT 
WOULDN'T LAST... 


THE 
KHAMIRAE WERE 
SUPPOSEDLY 
STERILE, ABLE 
| ‘TO LIVE FOR 
I| ONLY A SINGLE 
GENERATION, 


BUT 
| LIFE FOUND 
| А WAY, DIDN'T 
\ (Tv. 


TO TRY AND BOLSTER YOUR 
OWN DNA, YOU'RE SUFFERING 
FROM REPEATED PATTERN 
DEGRADATION, MENTAL 
AND PHYSICAL... 


THAT'S WHY 
THE THANE'S 
BEEN TAKING 
THE TISSUE 
SAMPLES 


I'LL SCOOT UP THE PYLON, 
ROUTE THE NEUROPATHIC GENERATOR 
THROUGH THE DISTRESS BEACON'S 


OUTPUT, AND ROBERT'S YOUR 
FATHER'S BROTHER/ 


THANE, YOU STILL 
BRAINY ENOUGH 
TO WIRE ONE END | 
OF THIS INTO THE ЖШ 
GENERATOR? 


THATIS MOST 
EFFICACIOUS! I AM 
IN YOUR DEBT, DOCTOR. 
I WILL GO WITH YOU, TO 
PROTECT YOU. 


UP THERE, 
THE RED MOONS/ 
CHOCK-FULL OF 
CHUNKY LUNAR 
RADIATION! 
WORKS WONDERS, 
BELIEVE ME! 


АННЕ RHLL 
GUHH WHH 
UHH... WHAT'S 
THAT, VIKTOR? 
OH, HOLP ON, 
LET'S HAVE A 
BUTCHER'S... 


FROM 
WHERE? 
WE DON'T 
HAVE SUCH 
RESOURCES! 


"THEY'RE 
HERE/ " 


HMM, THÉ 
HARDWARE'S 
STILL SOUND. үт 
JUST NEEDS A 
JUMP-START -- 
А LARGE JOLT 
OF POWER... 


CAM YOU FIX THE 
GENERATOR? 


DOCTOR, THE VILLAGERS -- 
THE KHAMIRAE -- THEY'LL 
TEAR YOU APART! 


1 


LET'S GET 
MOVING, 
VIKTOR... 


FINE... 
EXCEPT 
THEY'VE JUST 
LEARNED 
TO BITE THE 
HAND THAT 
FEEDS 
THEM! 


I THINK. THAT'S 
WHAT'S KNOWN AS 
LOVING YOUR 


VIKTOR, 
REMEMBER, 
THEY CAN'T 
HELP WHAT 
THEY ARE! 


I WON'T 
HARM THEM, 
DOCTOR. THEY'RE 
LIKE МУ OWN 
CHILDREN. 


| мето, DEAR FELLOW/ I CANNOT STAND 
IT'S A JOY TO HEAR YOUR 


IDLY BY WHILE THE 
SONOROUS TONES AGAIN, DOCTOR RISKS 
BUT... EVEN YOU ARE ALL FOR OUR 
NO МАТСН FOR THE CHARGES! 
KHAMIRAE/ 


THEN PLEASE 
/ ВЕ CAREFUL. 1 
WOULD HATE TO 
LOSE YOU... 
aw T ^ 


+ WE HAVE 


سے 


= СОМРАМУ/ 
ee à i 


YOU KNOW, JUST 
| ONCE, I'D LIKE TO 
ARRIVE SOMEPLACE 
| WHERE A NICE SITDOWN 
AT THE SEAFRONT AND 
| A RASPBERRY MIVVY 
15 AS RISKY AS 


PUHHC... PURCC. 
DocTooRR/ 


GHRIAAA/ 


NOW, WIDOW 
MARGARET, IS 
THIS ANY WAY FOR 
A WOMAN OF 
YOUR AGE TO 

BEHAVE? 


HNNNN/ 
THAT 15 SO 
NOT GOING TO 

HOLD... 


NO, КЕЕР «BUT THE DOCTOR'S 


WORKING ON THE ONLY l 
GENERATOR! MAYBE О GRADUATE INTHE S 


I CAN'T WIRE THAT 
A ANNUS HOUSE TONIGHT! 


VIKTOR! 


HHOLDTHMM... 
HMM... 
كت‎ 


{ meyre ١ 
| THROUGH! ) 


THEN 
HOLD YOUR 
SE... | 


. CAUSE IT'S | 
ABOUT TO GET | | BOMB/ WHAT 


SERIOUSLY | « wt : 7 | ^ CAPITAL 
STINKY/ 1 : ١ 


DOCTOR? 


FIRE UP TH 
GENERATOR/ 


NNF! ANC... 
DISMOUNT/ 


| وت‎ THAT'S A 
"DODDLÉ", 
EH? 


| техтвоок || M f OHH, МУ ACHIN: ‘EAD! YOU DID rr, 
EXAMPLE! 1 WORK. ‘ERE, WHAT'S GOIN’ DOCTOR! YOU SAVED 
^ ctm uae ON...? US ALL/ 


I'M SORRY 
FOR YOUR LOSS. 
HE WAS A BRAVE HE 2 = a 
WAS... MY s WHAT WHAT I WAS 
FRIEND. ‘ WILL YOU DO CREATED ТО DO -- 
NOW? AID THESE LOST 
1 SOULS. TRY TO UNDO 
THE DAMAGE I DID 
AND GAIN THEIR 
TRUST. 
Eu HELP THEM 
| | COME TO TERMS 
WITH WHO THEY 
TRULY ARE. 


YOU SAY YOU OFFERED TO CONTACT || THEIR ANCESTORS WERE у М І SHALL МАКЕ IT МУ 
THE CYRENE HOMEWORLD? ТО SEND MADE TO BE MONSTERS, J | LIFE'S WORK, SUCH AS 
FOR RELIEF SHIPS, BUT THE BUT ТНЕЗЕ PEOPLE ARE —— | К IT IS. МО MORE CLONES, 


VILLAGERS REFUSED? | SO MUCH MORE THAN TRY LOWERING | Я DOCTOR. ALL THINGS 
THAT. THEY'RE ALIVE, THE GENERATOR'S | HAVE THEIR TIME ad 


THIS S ١ 7 THEY LOVE... THEY  / | OUTPUT PERIODICALLY. | 
THEIR HOME, THEY ae | 1 THINK. THEY CAN LEARN б gans 
DON'T WANT "WO { AX | HOW TO CONTROL i А 1S A LONELY PATH 
A : 4 des. „А كك‎ THEIR KHAMIRAE TO WALK. 
^ й SELVES. 


BUT THEY 
NEED YOUR 


GUIDANCE. 


NOW, 
IF YOU'LL 


EXCUSE 1HAVE 


TO MAKE UP 


` Four fans, one mission: to watch 
all 738 episodes of Doctor Who. 


r. From the start 


s 


Time Team. "I can't wait to see how he reacts when 
he discovers that the new Doctor is nearly as loopy 
as he is." 

The Master makes his way to the mine where 
an unfortunate guard and his unfortunate dog stray 
across his path. “Strange,” says Richard, “| feel 
sadder over the dog being shrunk than | do for 
the guard.” 

Peter shakes his head. "Well, that's cemented 
the Master as a complete and utter git in the eyes 
ofthe British public. He can kill as many humans 
as he likes, but shrink a dog! The cad is 
beyond redemption." 

The Master enters the bathhouse and... enter 
the Rani! "She's fantastic!” screams Clay. "Kate 
O'Mara's got great presence and the relationship 
between her and the Master is fascinating; 
they're like a bossy big sister and an annoying 
little brother” 

Jac nods. "| love the Rani. And although the 
Master does seem shoe-horned in a bit this would 
be a poorer story without him; he gives the Rani 
someone to be sarcastic to. Her line ‘something 
devious and overcomplicated' sums up his mad 
plans brilliantly." 

"There's real spirit and invention in all this 
dialogue;" says Clay. "The Doctor seems much 
more Doctor-ish, striding up to the Luddites so 
overconfidently. It also helps that it's all shot so 
nicely. Director Sarah Hellings is a real find." 

The Doctor is rescued from the Luddites by mine 
owner Lord Ravensworth. "Terence Alexander's 
character doesn't seem to be a million miles away 


"But what on earth is Peri wearing?" gasps 
Richard. "It's hideous! She looks like one of those 
things that old ladies use to cover their toilet rolls,” 

Peter nods. "You have to feel sorry for the poor 
girl. Four episodes squeezed into leotards, and 
now she's dressed up like a lemon trifle." 

The Doctor's sensed alien technology with his 
sensor and sets off, beeping like nobody's business 
— passing a scarecrow that's a) very very good 
at scaring crows and b) moves. And, er, c) is the 
Master. “Aw, how disappointing,” sighs Richard. 

“Hooray! | like the Master,” says Peter. “Once you 
accept the fact that he’s utterly bonkers, it makes 
perfect sense for him to stand in a damp field all 
day waiting for his arch-nemesis to arrive.” 

“The drums must have been very loud that day,” 
observes Clay, breaking the cardinal rule of The 


» EPISODES 631-632 


THE MARK 
OF THE RANI 


The Rani’s new sauna's done good 

Brings in all the young guys from the hood 
TCE in your pocket? 

Or Stephenson's Rocket? 

In either case Luke has got wood 


ypical. You wait ages for a Time 
Lord, then three turn up at once. 
| Yes, it's time for the Rani to 
| make her mark in a story called, 
appropriately, The Mark of 
the Rani. The Time Team are 
| gathered once again in Jac's 
AE he لله‎ front room to witness this tale of 
trees, trains and tissue compression, the first Doctor 
Who story from the pens of experienced husband- 
and-wife writing team Pip and Jane Baker, and 
first impressions of this tale of mines, maggots and 
Miasmia Goria are certainly favourable. "It's lovely 
when a director has the time to have a nice long 
opening sequence,” says Richard as the camera 
lingers over a nineteeth-century mining town. 

“Beautifully shot,” nods Clay. "Lovely brass band 
music too. Suddenly | fancy a slice of Hovis.” 

A mysterious crone lures some-dirty miners 
into her bathhouse — where they're knocked out 
by some very un-nineteenth-century gas. Then 
the TARDIS appears. "No long, pointless TARDIS 
scenes” says Jac. “A much more traditional, exciting 
opening. Hurrah!” 
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“Colin is beginning to get the opportunity to show just how 
much of his bluster is just that, surface tension that hides the 


GL WILLIAMS FACEBOOK 


morally righteous soul underneath." 


“The relationship between Peri 
and the Doctor still seems 
problematic — why do they 


stick together when all 
they ever seem to do is 
moan and snipe at each 
١ other?” MARTIN HARRIS 
FACEBOOK 


he story takes itself so 
seriously that you have to 
ask — why can't a ‘brilliant 


chemist’ like the Rani come 
up with a sleeping pill? Even 


im od 
Peri andthe Doc 


a smile. For at 


Peri can manage it!” ALEX WILCOCK 


ISLE OF DOGS 


"Kudos to Pip and Jane Baker for remembering that Peri is 


something with what she’s 


studying botany and can actually do 


learned (ie, the sleeping draught). TONY WHITT CHICAGO, USA 


behind it is great! How 


"The tree looks naff but the concept 


tragic for Luke; not only turned into a tree but aware of what 
has happened!” MICK BOULDEN FACEBOOK 


“Colin’s diverting even doing a simple thing like leaving the 
Rani’s TARDIS, and surely no-one else could have put any 
conviction into the line ‘Don’t move — the tree won't 

hurt you!" STEPHEN MARTIN HINKLEY 


"| was just glad to see that the Doctor 


Would you strip 
offin front of this 
‘old woman’? 

A ne 


could still travel back in time!” 
CALUM RIGBY MANCHESTER 


“A massively underrated story, showing 
just how good Colin could be with the right 
material.” DAVID LIPSCOMBE FACEBOOK 


In DWM 395, the Team will be watching Zimelash. 

Let us know your comments by emailing us at dwm@panini. 
co.uk (marked "Time Team’ in the subject line), or via our 
Facebook раде, by 3 April 2008, And if you’re a new Doctor Who 
fan and haven't seen this story before, why not grab a copy of 
Timelash.on DVD and let us know what you thought? 


ier tinkering, the 


spillage’ causes а 
iant size. "Quite a fun 


they go along, surely,” 


ever it was, banished, 
to the TARDIS. 'What 


most of all, fun! 


hink this 


” says Peter. 


"Still not opening my eyes, 
Thanks to the Doctor's ear 


Rani's TARDIS spirals out of control. Bad news for 


the errant miscreants as 'time 
dinosaur embryo to grow to g 


ending,’ says Richard, smiling. 


"They're making this up as 
reckons Peter. 
And with the menace, wha 


the Doctor and Peri head bac 


do you do in there?' asks Stephenson. 'Argue, 
mainly, replies the Doctor, which gets a laugh and a 
round of applause from the Team. 
Clay sums up: "Though the plot petered out as 
Part Two went on, it was well written, very nicely 


directed, easy to follow — and 


There was a sense of joy about it, a positivity that 
we've not seen in the series — if I’m being honest 
— since the 1970s. Three stories in and | 
is my favourite season in a long while; it has the 
big, iconic moments, the memorable villains and 
monsters and the humour that got lost a bit during 
the Davison stories. And Colin Baker is getting 


better and better" 


Jac's happy too. "It might not have as much 
child-appeal as a monster-fest, but that's easily my 
favourite Sixth Doctor story so far” <» 
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As the theme screams in Jac's grinning from ear 
to ear. "Loved that! | love location filming and | love 
historicals and | love long words, and | love the 
Rani. And Peri's less whiny and has a much better 
relationship with the Doctor." 

Into Part Two, where the Doctor is rescued 
from his fate by... George Stephenson. : 
“Blimey, it’s an age since we meta real 
historical figure in the series,” says Clay. 
“Not counting the android King John 
— when was the last time?” 

“Doc Holliday and the Earps back 
in 1966!” Richard exclaims. “That really 
is an age.” As the Master's plan is 
revealed he frowns. "I can’t say that I'm 
terribly interested in the plot of this story. 
The plan to disrupt Stephenson’s meeting 
doesn't really make for a riveting adventure.” 

"| don't саге,” counters Jac. "It's lovely. 
Stephenson is brilliant, and his gorgeous assistant 
Luke is worth the price of admission alone.” 

The Doctor manages to get into the Rani's 
TARDIS. "It's nice they've tried to make the Rani's 
TARDIS distinctive rather than just go with a 
differently-painted control room like the Master's." 
notes Richard. 

“Mmmm, yes, another lovely bit of 
design, that," says Peter. "Best looking 
TARDIS seen in the series to date.” 

The Rani gets rid of her crone gear, 
to Richard's approval. “Oooh, the Rani in 
black leather! Very пісе! Phwoarr, in fact.” 

“Down boy,” says Peter. "She's an 
amoral alien, remember? She’d only want 
you for your 10cc of brain fluid.” 

The Кап! decides to deal with the 
Doctor by placing booby traps in local 
beauty spot Redfern Dell. They turn out to 
have rather an unexpected effect. "Luke's 
turned into a... tree,” gasps Richard. “Well, 
Gary Cady’s acting was a bit wooden.” 
"| hope that was just 3 pun,” says 
Jac stormily. “Because he was in fact 
wonderful in every way. Dreadfully 
underused, but nevertheless wonderful.” 

“But the plastic tree itself is dreadful, 
I'm sorry,” says Peter. “Both in concept 
and in execution.” 

Peri wanders into the Dell — but she’s saved from 


; the mines by the protective branch of Luke the tree. 


“And suddenly what was a faintly daft idea turns into 
a truly ludicrous one,” sighs Richard. "I've heard of 
tree-hugging, but this is just ridiculous.” 

Jac leaps to the defence once more. “| strongly 
disagree. Admittedly turning people into trees is 
more fairy-tale than sci-fi, but it's a really creepy 
idea. The rescue of Peri shows Luke's still aware in 
there to some extent. And trees live for hundreds of 
years. Just think, this very magazine could be made 
out of pulped Luke! т quite keen on the idea of a 
Luke Ward Magazine, but not in that way.” 

Peter's still not impressed. "Can | open my eyes 
yet? Is it over? That was worse than the Myrka. And 
it's hugely irresponsible of the Doctor to just leave 
the rest of the active mines in the dell.” 

The Rani and the Master flee in the latter's 
TARDIS. And she’s now clearly had enough of him. 
“She knees him in the nadgers!” exclaims Richard. 
"Now there's a first! | guess it shows that Time Lord 
anatomy isn't too dissimilar to our own.” 


Mi 


from his role as Charlie Hungerford in Bergerac,” 
says Richard. “Gruff but rather likeable.” 

The Doctor discovers that the Luddites have 
all been extra-rowdy since coming out of the 
bathhouse... So he disguises himself as a miner, 
muddies himself up and sets off for a shower. “The 
Doctor looks so much better when he’s not in his 
multicoloured coat,” sighs Peter wistfully. 

Sure enough the Doctor's bath is a gas and he 
wakes up in the clutches of the Rani. Turns out 
she's only here to extract a sleep-inducing chemical 
from the miners to tame her 'subjects' on another 
planet. “It’s interesting to have a different set of 
motives for a rogue Time Lord than just pure evil 
or madness,” says Richard. “The Rani seems to be 
only interested in her science and her experiments, 
but she does it all in a very amoral way.” 

"She's an absolutely brilliant character!" enthuses 
Jac. "The scenes between the three Time Lords 
here are just great, with Colin in particular holding 
his own against both of his foes. And the way they 
speak — they all seem to be outdoing each other in 
trying to find the most obscure words to use!" 

Clay quotes the Master. "Fortuitous would be 


a more apposite epithet' It's crazy dialogue, very 


The Master (A 


wrestles Не 


of the Ram 


unnaturalistic, but somehow it works. This is the first 
Sixth Doctor story where the new lightness of touch 
is really working — these scenes are witty and very 
well-played.” 

The Master plans to throw the TARDIS down 
a mineshaft. For some reason. "That's rather an 
overcomplicated picture of the Doctor's TARDIS 
hat the Master draws, isn't it?" wonders Richard. 

"But of course,” says Peter. "Dvercomplicated 
is what the Master's all about. | love the Rani's 
ine about him 'getting dizzy if he tried to walk in a 
straight line" 

"It shows that Pip and Jane are approaching the 
Rani as a real character, with a rounded personality," 
puts in Clay." ffs а marvellous line” 

The first episode ends with the Doctor, strapped 
о ап operating table, whizzing down to an open 
mineshaft — no thanks to Peri, who pushes him 
he wrong way. “Hilarious!” cries Clay. “It’s as if Pip 
and Jane have read all the previous Doctor/Peri 
scripts, taken the best and the funniest bits of their 
relationship and played them up, ignoring the angst 
and naffness." 


PAM | 
@ bossy bi 


soar vs litti 


= 


Rhet 


the middle of things. I mean I constantly have to 
tell people that I’m not the showrunner of The Sarah 
Jane Adventures, for example, which seems to have mae 
become lore even though nobody ever said anything > 
about it to anyone! It's like some bizarre internet E. 
Chinese Whisper! 
“I dont have any particular ambitions to get more 
involved in the production side, because it always 
ends up being like a Tudor Court and I always end 
up being Cardinal Wolsey,’ Gareth continues. “On | 
Emmerdale 1 divided my kingdom very unfairly and | 
unwisely, like King Lear, and ended up being cast 21 
out onto the blasted heath of Brookside! So 1 like to | 
follow the advice of Seneca, the Roman, who said 
"You don't want to be Emperor, you don't want to be 
in the Court, just have a house in the country and try 
to steer clear of all palace revolutions and intrigues. 
Then, when people do think of you, they'll think "Well 
. atleast he’s not here, 
` shoving his big fat face 
- in the door’ Er, what was 
r the question again...?” 
: How was sitting down =| 
- to do your second Doctor : 
| - Who after the success of 
Ж first опе? E 
| “Well, I thought it d 
7 was going to be easier : 
: S and it wasn’t, because 
B every time you do one 
it’s a totally different 
- situation; Gareth replies. 
_ "Its a mad programme 
| that should never have 
| been commissioned, and ظ‎ 
ра ШЕН whoever was firing offthose | 
memos to Sydney Newman: in 1963 was absolutely | 
right! It doesn’t make any sense at all, in their 
television terms or in our television terms — and that's 
why it’s so wonderful, obviously! And on that principle ds 
we should all start commissioning programmes that E 
don't make any sense at all, then we'd have a huge [des 
line-up of brilliant hits on our hands. Or maybe not! 
"Ihe thing to remember above all else is keep it 
moving. Which is fine for me cause I was always very 
annoyed at having to wait for TV, even as a kid. I 
remember staring at the set at eight in the morning, 
watching the LWT logo and thinking ‘Come on!’ And 
then Nanette Newman's Fun Food Factory would 
start and Га think 15 this it?! I remember looking 
at US Marvel Comics, at the huge kids’ TV listings № 
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р Have you seen 5" | 
ng arotind your local park? 


ووج ددد 


E a 


а а 


‘beware. Because it's as funny 
as it is in the script, and no 
more or less funny than that. 
It comes back down to the 
fact that if you let someone 
get away with a funny voice 


or a silly wig, then soon p | МГК; 


everyone will be at it and the 
whole thing will fall apart. 
Douglas Adams [1970s Doctor Who s script 
editor] famously said that if you put a funny line in 
a Doctor Who script, suddenly everyone decides the 
story is funny, and that is absolutely fatal! Also, the 
thing to always remember about comedy, is that the 
characters in it don't know it's funny. To Basil Fawlty 
the hotel collapsing around him is a nightmare. When 
that car breaks down it’s a tragedy. It’s only funny to 
us watching it^ 

How did sitting down to write your second Doctor 
Who differ from the first time around? Was there 
less pressure because you're a part of the Doctor Who 
family now and you know what's expected? 

"To a certain extent, yes...” Gareth begins. “I am 

part of the UNIT Family now. I’m Corporal Bell, and 
I sit in the corner. I'm not sure I'd want to be right in 


“I think the best age to read Agatha Christie is 
when you're growing up, Gareth states, emphatically. 
"Its very clear language and easy to get into. They 
were among the first, if not the first adult books I 
read. They're just so irritating and wonderful because 
she always fools you!” 

Were other Christie TV adaptations an inspiration? 

"Ive seen tons of them, yes!” nods Gareth, 
enthusiastically. My favourite Christie adaptation 
— even though Peter Ustinov is completely wrong as 
Poirot — is the movie of Evil Under the Sun. It's just 
glorious - you've got Diana Rigg bitching to everyone 
and having a singing contest with Maggie Smith, 

ou ve got Roddy McDowell on a pedalo being hit 

y a bottle. There’s really nothing nicer than watching 
a lot of English actors hamming it up in a vaguely 
exotic location... and then somebody's murdered! 
just lovely! 

So what you were after was a big, fun, all-star 
murder mystery romp? 

“Absolutely! Russell said from the start that this was 
going to be a funny one, and his notes were always 
go funnier: Obviously it’s going to play to slightly 
different rules than the rest of the series. At the Tone 
Meeting Russell said the tone word for this script was 


DWM talks to the writers of 
the 2008 series of Doctor Who... 


novelising Invasion of the Bane. That's when I went 
weak at the knees: 

It's been an incredibly busy year for Gareth, 
particularly Upper Boat-wise, having gone straight 
from Doctor Who to The Sarah Jane Adventures... 

“In a sense The Sarah Jane Adventures is more of 
a blank slate for a writer, and also it's contemporary, 
Gareth points out. "Ihe two Doctor Whos Гуе done 
are historicals which pushes you in another direction 
— it’s more difficult to get something of you into them. 
Luckily the two people Russell picked for me, William 
Shakespeare and Agatha Christie, are writers I love. If 
Га got Dickens I'd have been in trouble.’ 

DWM wonders if there are any other celebrity 
historicals Gareth would be gagging to do? 

"Maybe Tony Hancock. Soft Cell?" he ponders. 
“They'd be amusing. The Doctor, Dave and 
Marc could become involved in a desperate 

struggle to save Top of the Pops in 1982. 
I'd watch that? 

As a self-confessed fan of 
detective novels, and of Agatha 
Christie, was it particularly 
daunting for Gareth to 
4# try to write one of his 
own? 

“We went consciously 
more for what people think 
Agatha Christie murder 
mysteries are like, rather than 
what they actually are like; Gareth 
explains. “They vary enormously in 
- location, they're often quite bloody 

* апа dark, but right from the off we 
wanted a country house party a and a 
gaggle of suspects. It's better to take a setting that's 
familiar and play it in a new way. 

“It was quite strange writing a modern Doctor Who 
with posh people in it. We don't really see posh people 
on the television anymore, except at Christmas. 
There’s something funny about the veneer of upper 
class respectability and the truth of any family 
underneath. If you read a book like Crooked House by 
Agatha Christie, which is one of my favourites, it’s all 
about an aristocratic family and the secrets they hold. 

Are you so steeped in Agatha Christie novels that 
you just knew how to make it work on screen? 


1 
m 
=. 


g” ў hu б 8 
г ЕЁ а ع‎ b 7 н re 
| $. E "ww e m uw ФЕ M КА, 
Pes 2 y QN My 5 a m 55 y k a 


р ЙЕР» Чар р LR uar Vise Sr © 


ie 


we 
PRE, 
ET 
a $ 
Em а 
ее 
1 % 
Э t d 


Shakespeare's people' and how he isn't the 
showrunner of The Sarah Jane Adventures... 


commentary, and has just spotted a lovely poster of 
swarming Carrionites, from The Shakespeare Code in 
the latest Doctor Who Adventures. What better time, 
then, to sit him down with a sugar-free Red Bull and 
pump him for all the information we can get... 

So, Gareth, what can you tell us about The Unicorn 
and The Wasp? 

“It’s a comedy!” Gareth smiles. “Nobody's done one 
like this since Donald Cotton [who wrote 
1965's whimsical The Myth Makers 
and 1966's tongue-in-cheek 
The Gunfighters]. Russell [T р 
Davies, showrunner] said | 
[ was down for Series ON 
Four right from the ; QN 
first draft of The NS 
Shakespeare Code Re 
— if there was a Series 
Four, which nobody 
knew then, honest! 
Then months later I got 
an email saying Agatha 
Christie’ 

Before we go into detail 
about the new one, let's talk about the 
experience you had with The Shakespeare Code. 

How was it for you, sitting down to watch your first 
Doctor Who story for TV? 

"| felt uncomfortable because I was in an 
uncomfortable chair,’ Gareth admits. “But I was 
surrounded by lots of people that Га invited — and 
several that I'd barred but turned up anyway, which 
was lovely. It was an emotional thing but in a curious 
way, because the show had been going for two years, 
it felt more like catching up with the old gang. I think 
if ГА done Series One it would have been more of 
a bombshell. Oddly enough, the thing in the whole 
BBC Wales experience that really made me have 
to sit down and clutch a handrail was when [script 
editor] Gary Russell told me that Terrance Dicks was 


| areth Roberts is a happy 
UN P man. Нез just been sent 
one of those official BBC 

г خط‎ — calendars, the sort you 

B ww usedto see hanging up in 

| р — CX 0 the Blue Peter postroom, 
N | С 021 2 اا(‎ behind one of Doctor 
D. a4 Who's former producers 
ina a cendid snap from Doctor Who Monthly, so his 
office now has a whiff of the concrete doughnut about 
it. Нез also cheery because hes right in the middle of 
penning a story for the second run of The Sarah Jane 
Adventures (“1 absolutely love that series; he beams), 
is about to see his Series Four Doctor Who episode for 
the first time, four months early, to record the podcast 


Christina Cole as the witchy 
Lilith in The Shakespeare Code. 
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< for America, and thinking “This is wrong! This is so 
unfair! I’m here! I'm a market! Serve my market! 
That ‘come on, keep it moving’ thing is very big in me. 
I dont like slow things at all” 


ast year, Gareth wrote the second 
| episode for Martha Jones, and this 
| time around he was one of the first 
| people, other than Russell, to write 
a for Donna... 

“Well it wasn’t Donna at the beginning, it was 
Penny,’ Gareth points out. “But I'm afraid I always 
had my suspicions! Every time I typed ‘Penny’ into 
the computer I thought ‘Hmm, she's an awful lot like 
Donna isn't she?’ I love Donna so much - I think 
"That's not even а word! from The Runaway Bride is 
the funniest thing I've ever heard in Doctor Who. 
And I love the idea of having somebody who's not 
going to cut the Doctor the same slack. Russell and 
Julie [Gardner, executive producer] kept saying 
that she's like we would be if we were in 
Doctor Who: 

So having Donna there plonks a 
little core of the real world slap- 


Doctorand Marthaereotnter the Bard himself 


bang in the middle of the story? what his reaction was when he heard "Funnily enough, I arrived back from a holiday 
“Absolutely, yes!” Gareth agrees. | who'd be playing his characters? and that was the first thing I saw in the papers!” 
“As Russell has said, Martha and | “Tt was a thrill to hear that Felicity Gareth laughs. “So I texted Russell and said ‘Ground 
Rose are very idealised characters Kendal was going to do it — perfect Control to Upper Boat — what's going on?!’ And 
in a way, and we see a lot of wonder casting!" he beams. “Christopher he texted back saying 'Ah, well we issued a few 
from them. Whereas with Donna, Benjamin was great, a brilliant actor and, pink pages after you'd gone... I was, however, very 
she feels wonder but it's expressed very 5 of course, we Doctor Who fans have taken him proud that it allowed David Bowie to say that it 
differently. And I think I'm much more similar very much to our hearts as Henry Gordon Jago. was ‘absolute tish-tosh: That's probably the most 
to Donna, and she's the kind of person that I grew He's an amazingly athletic man, and doesn't look wonderful thing he could have said, and I'm glad that 
up with — although I don't see them very much any any older really than he did in The Talons of Weng- in a small way his life and mine coincided... apart 
more, for better or worse. There were, literally, ten Chiang in 1977. He wears jeans and pumps as well, from the fact that I live four doors down from his 
girls called Donna in my year at school, and they and I saw him leaping onto a train in Cardiff, so that old flat!” 
were all like Donna, and I was one of them! was exciting?’ In last issue’s Script Doctors, Stephen Greenhorn 
“With Donna at his side, the Doctor can't really What about Fenella Woolgar as Agatha herself? said that his story has a real impact on the Doctor... 
get away with too much Olympian detachment — as “Id seen her briefly in Bright Young Things, but Та “I haven't written any of the episodes where 
Philip Hinchcliffe [1970s Doctor Who producer] been watching her in Jekyll and thinking ‘who is that big, pivotal things have happened to him,’ 
would say — because Donna wont let him. If he tries beguiling young lady with that amazing face?’ And Gareth ponders. “You have to remember the key 
s, the learning and the physicality. 


to be mystical or awe-inspiring and the situation it was great to hear she was doing Agatha - she's char 


doesn't demand it, she'll have him!” absolutely perfect? in Series Three I got the feeling there was 
Gareth’s new story, The Unicorn and the Wasp, You must have been equally delighted when the ter underneath David's performance 
has got a fair few star names in it - DWM wonders papers revealed that David Bowie was in it... that w ry, very different. That scene where he's 


_ |knewwhat wanted to do and! knew 
how | could get it. And then when 
Lis Sladen and Yasmin Paige and 
Jane Asher gave such brilliant 
performances it felt really : 
special. 


Oh millions! 179 love to do things 
that involve me having lots and lots of 
time this was asked me. Hmmm... The ert-Handeg money. ! wouldn't be one of these people, like Paul 
Hum Laughs] | don’t know. From the McCartney, that make a lot of money and then Keep 
working. | think if] ever got to the point where 
ofthe World. | love that episode. It | knew | never needed to work again that might 
special place їп my heart because it was the Бе it far me. [might just sit in my bed and d 

rst time we'd seen anything like that on television beautifully. А 
‘felt like centuries, and it was а success. 
Buti think, actually, Smith and Jones because it's 
so perfect. 


Um... that’s а hard one. If | were not upon this _ 
= stage... l'd he doing the silly voices on What The 
- Papers Say. : 


uld be Whatever Happened to 
Sarah Jane? so far. it was something 
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"It was a total joy. I met Catherine many years 
ago as part of a totally different project, and I'm really 
glad it all came through for her. Because after the 
first series of The Catherine Tate Show I remember 
the BBC shilly-shallying about doing any more, and 1 
was just thinking ‘Are they insane?!’ So I'm glad it's all 
turned out brilliantly. And I gather, from my sources, 
that theres some amazing Donna stuff to come...” 

DWM wonders how Gareth felt that The 
Shakespeare Code sat in Series Three once he had 
seen the whole sweep of that series on ТУ? 

“Very nicely, really. With The Shakespeare Code you 
need that carefree feeling at the beginning of a series 
in order for the darker things that happen later on to 
really count. I know that fans will always prefer stories » 


G. 
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“There were literally ten girls 


Donna in my year at my 
... and I was one of them!” 


and Russell's Doctor Who hasn't been afraid to 
confront that. It's played it for real” 


WM wonders if it's 
| nervewracking for a 
| writer going to the cast 
readthrough? During Tom 
: = 1 Baker's tenure a lot of the writers 
used to come out in a cold sweat in case he didn’t 
like the script and would fling it across the room. 
Presumably that doesn’t happen now...? 

“Гуе been to readthroughs with Tom Baker reading 
my lines — and he wouldn't dare!" Gareth chortles. 
“Its a different experience now because people are 
generally very positive about the show. Some people 
save their big performances for the set, but David is 
always brilliant at readthroughs and holds the whole 
thing together. I don't know whether he's read the 
script and thought about it beforehand, or whether 
he's just be reading it off the page for the first time. If 
he is then he is simply an absolute genius!” 

It must have been exciting seeing Catherine Tate 
tackling your lines for the first time? 


01 


talking to Captain Jack through the door in Utopia 
put the wind up me. For me it’s the first time all that 
‘the Doctor is dark and a bit sinister’ stuff has ever 
worked. I didn't really believe that Sylvester McCoy 
had a dark core at his centre, even in Battlefield. 

“I think it's great how Russell's written the 
Doctor, giving him those kind of facets. That's the 
mark of a really good writer, that Russell can't help 
making him a character. You know how Tom Baker 
said ‘this part is basically the same every week’ 

— well, Russell's written episodes where the Doctor's 
motivations and methods are rather peculiar, and 
encouraged others to do it, while continuing to 

push a mainstream ratings hit. That's a remarkable 
achievement. I think the Doctor does genuinely want 
to travel and have fun. And I think he does have a lot 
of fun in the space between episodes that we don't 
see. Going back in time to do the things that we 
would all do — like teasing Morrissey in a job centre 
in 1980. The оёт thing about the Doctor is that he 
is genuinely inspired and thrilled to bé caught up 

in dangerous situations. There's something rather 
unnerving about that if you look at it too closely, 
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The Doctor and Donna 9019205 à | 
| foghe Unicorn and the Wasp: ف‎ 


Russell did Utopia I wouldn't mind a crack. He took 
that planet trillions of years in the future, and within 
10 minutes I was so emotionally involved with those 
people getting off that planet. It meant more to me 

than the Master or anything — they had to escape! I'd 
also love to do a contemporary one. But who knows? 
I may be put out to pasture like David Fisher." 


s well as Doctor Who, Gareth is 
working on the second series of The 
| Sarah Jane Adventures. Are there 
Е | any hints or teases you can give us 
n. > M a about that? 
“Well, there’s a temptation to say “Who knows?” 
Gareth laughs, ruefully. “No, it will be just as good 
аз it was before. And it’ll have Sarah Jane in it. We've 
always had a lot of confidence in the show — there's 
no point going into something saying ‘oh, I’m not sure 
we can do that..’ so there'll be lots of monsters old and 
new. Turn to the stars, that's my clue. Stay tuned." 
You've come up from fandom and are now a part 
of the Doctor Who industry. What are your feelings 
about modern fandom now? 
“1 do find some of the internet forum stuff 
: quite nauseating,’ Gareth admits. ^I think what 
sometimes these people ought to remember is that 
me and Russell and Gatiss and Moffat, we know 
fandom, we had DWB in our toilets, we can take it. 
But other writers might look at that sort of stuff and 
be really shocked by the venom and casual disregard 
of their work. But then it's up to us ot to look at it 
really, isn't it? I should say, though, that 99% of the 
ime it's brilliant. I was at one event when the most 
beautiful 18-year-old boy in the world came up to me, 
and I thought ‘Old Roberts’ luck has finally changed! 
And then the most amazing voice, which sounded like 
ohn Major on Spitting Image, came out of his mouth, 
saying ‘Do you think Russell T Davies has ruined 
Doctor Who? And 1 said Absolutely. And heres my 
phone number!” Gareth laughs again, heartily. “I was, 
also mobbed by Doctor Who-loving Take That fans 
outside the Millennium Dome. Or the O2 as we're 
now supposed to call it. One of them came up and 
poked me in the ribs and said "Who do you work for? 
Then I was identified and surrounded. I bet that never 
happened to William Emms” < 


The title of the episode is quite unusual for a 
Doctor Who story... 

“We just wanted something that sounded vaguely 
Christie-ish,’ Gareth nods. “It’s not exactly like one 
of her titles. She never used ‘the blank and the blank’ 
construction, but it sounds good, so I think that’s fine’ 

Did you get along to any of the filming this time? 

“No I didn’t. The first day of filming coincided with 
the first day of my holiday, But I was, coincidentally 
on an Agatha Christie-style cruise across the Atlantic 
during the filming, so I was constantly on the lookout 
for murders!” 

Are you hoping to maintain your involvement with 
Doctor Who, and is there anything you're dying to do 
in a future episode? 

“I was scared of alien planets, but 
now I've seen how brilliantly 


SCRIPT 


< which bend the format and to an certain extent I 
feel that too, as a fan, but I know it's wrong. Because 
in the 1980s almost every story bent the format and 
we ended up with no format at all! So for me there's a 
great pleasure in stories which are there for their own 
sake and rattle along and are just great fun. Something 
like The Androids of Tara is every bit as worthwhile 

as The Caves of Androzani or one of those big end-of- 
season ‘event’ episodes.” 

Talking of which, have you got any desire to write 
one of those big ‘event’ episodes yourself? 

“I think the 'meat-and-potatoes' stories are 
enormously more challenging to write, compared to 
having a premise which says, for example, that this is 
the episode where the hero goes into an alternative 
universe, or something like that,’ says Gareth. “Then, 
in a way, your story is there waiting for you. That's 
what I found with Whatever Happened to Sarah 
Jane? — it just flowed out of me because I was format 
bending so it was much easier. I feel Гуе earned the 
right to do that now because, right from my days at 
Virgin Books, I've been 'meat-and-potatoes' all along 
the line. In a good way, I hope!” 

Like Gareth’s last episode, The Unicorn and the 
Wasp, features a real life writer as the main guest 
character, It must have been on everyone's mind that 


the Agatha Christie estate would need to give the okay 
for the story? At least that wasn't a concern for The 
Shakespeare Code! 

“Well, I was asked by somebody if ‘Shakespeare's 
people’ had cleared The Shakespeare Code!” Gareth 
chuckles. "And I won't say who asked, but it wasn't a 
member of the public. Let's just say it was somebody 
working in the media and leave it at that! To which 
I replied ‘Yes, I got Shakespeare's people to clear the 
whole thing! Kevin Shakespeare and the Bard's Estate 
gave me the nod. Oh dear... With Agatha Christie 
we obviously did contact the estate, and Matthew 
Pritchard, whos Agatha’s grandson, came along to the 
readthrough and some of the filming and was positive 
about the whole thing. But then we weren't saying 
anything in any way derogatory, in fact quite the 
reverse as you'll see when the episode goes out...’ 
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Should like а hat like that.” 


‘Does the 
TARDIS sense 


the Monk, апа 
the meddling, 


he intends... 


and renamed the astronaut character devised by, yes, 
Terry Nation. 


On a rocky, windswept shore, the TARDIS materialises 

at the base of some cliffs — to the puzzlement of a robed 
Monk (Peter Butterworth}, watching from the cliff-top. 

® Soon, we will learn why the Monk is not more 
surprised by this sudden materialisation. But, given 
subsequent events, why does the TARDIS land within 
his sight? Does it sense the meddling he intends, and 
deposit the Doctor there to protect the laws of time, 
and the course of history? 


in the TARDIS, a recovering Steven recounts his escape 
from Mechanus. Impressed by the TARDIS, he recails 
entering a small box: Vicki explains about their time- 
travelling ship. Steven is sceptical. Checking the readings, 
the Doctor declares that they have landed on Earth. 

9 The intercut close-ups of the Monk outside 

the TARDIS, and the antique clock inside, hint 

at a changing template for historical adventures. 
Previously, the Doctor and co were the only charactess 
‘out of time’; this was the first 'pseudo-historical serial. 
© Steven says “Гуе seen some spaceships in my time; 
a reminder that unlike his predecessor Ian, Нез no 
contemporary of 1960s ТУ viewers. Steven's more like 
the much-travelled Jack Harkness on his début in The 
Empty Child (2005). 


Vicki (Maureen O'Brien), the Doctor (William 
Hartnell) and their new companion Steven 
(Peter Purves) take in their surroundings. 


writer-led productions from BBC Wales work within 
very different parameters! 

6 Lambert sought, and gained, approval for Spooner 
to script what was coded as ‘Serial S by 15 March 
1965. Her head of department, series creator Sydney 
Newman, was by then suggesting that she transfer 

to another BBC drama. In the event, Spooner left 
sooner: he did not renew his six-month contract as 
story editor, opting instead to work from May 1965 
with his friend, Dalek creator Terry Nation, on ІТС 
new action series, The Baron. The opening script of 
Spooner's subsequent ‘Serial S, at one time titled The 
Paradox, was thus the first overseen by incoming 
story editor Donald Tosh. Spooner’s last staff duties 
were on the finale of The Chase, where he rewrote 


ujffdmiliar surroundings, — 
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BROADCASEJSJULYSEOS- 0 كيب يوا‎ 
In the TARDIS control room, Vicki (Maureen O'Brien) and 
Dr Who (William Hartnell) are contemplating the decision 
by their long-term companions, lan and Barbara, to return 
home. Vicki reassures the Doctor that she will continue 
time-travelling. Hearing noises from the living quarters, 
they brace themselves... and stowaway astronaut Steven 
Taylor (Peter Purves) collapses at their feet. 

© The four individually-titled episodes making up 

the serial The Time Meddler follow directly from The 
Chase (see our recent Fact of Fiction, DWM 390). 
Steven was last seen’strambling alone through the 
jungle of Mechanus in its finale, having helped the 
other travellers escape. 

© Never before had we seen the Doctor travel without 
any of the companions who left the London of 1963 
in the very first episode, An Unearthly Child. Here, he 
mentions Susan, his granddaughter, last seen in The 
Dalek Invasion of Earth (1964). Clearly, Susan was 

of the Doctor’s race, so viewers had already seen one 
other person from his home planet. . 

© The changing line-up of companions, with Steven 
as the new ‘leading man, was one justification that 
original producer Verity Lambert gave her bosses for 
commissioning Dennis Spooner, her then-story editor, 
to write this serial. Such ‘Jobs for the.boys’ practices 
were frowned upon within the 1960s BBC. Today's 


ound like so many of its era. It's 
3 Dattle which we never see 
es between handfuls of Saxons 
unt). Utopia and the episodes 
crowds of people, a global 
assive set-pieces, Yet both turn 
jerstanding of the Doctor's place 


jverse upside down — and, in each case, 


ing Doctor Who decided to introduce a 
w Time Lord (assuming we can 
call the Monk that) after almost 

exactly 30 hours of broadcast 
adventures with the Doctor, 
taking An Unearthly Child and 
Розе as the starting-points. 
This line of thinking 15, 
imittedly, a classic case of what 
made Paul McGann's Eighth Doctor 
mark “| love humans... always 
seeing patterns in things that 
aren't there" in the 1996 
TV Movie. You know 
—the one where he 
meets a newly- 
created form of 
the Master... 
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Mark Wyman gives us 

a history lesson — on the 
first occasion the Doctor 
met one of his own race... 


_ The Meddling Monk 
himself (Peter Butterworth). 


onk’s got a TARDI 


watch of the Professor, which makes Martha 
50 uneasy. 

Here’s another thing. Although the alias ‘Harold 
Saxon’ is not used in Utopia, that's the name by 
which the meddling Master comes 
to power as Britain's Prime 
Minister; back in 1066, the 
meddling Monk was trying 
to help Harold i! remain in 
power as the Saxon king of 
England. Coincidence? 

There's more! 

The pacing, 
ambition and 
quantity of TV 
episodes 

has, inevitably, 
changed massively 
between the 1960s 
and the twenty-first 
century. The Time 
Meddler is modest 
in dramatic scope, 


DO YOU REMEMBER HOW 
surprised you were when the 
Doctor, who was thought to be 
! | unique, first met a mysterious 
enemy who was really a time traveller from his own 
race? You do? Then you'll be nearing the age of 
50, or more, because that first happened not in 
Utopia (2007) but almost 43 years ago, in The Time 
Meddler 1965). +š а. 

Ап awful lot of water has flowed under the 
TARDIS’ bridge between those two, but consider 
these parallels: in each, our Doctor is with his 
second enduring female companion, for Vicki/ 
Martha have travelled with him since the first of 

"that year's episodes. In each story, the TARDIS is 
carrying a male passenger who wasnt invited, 
yet is used to space travel — Steven took refuge 
inside the Ship, immortal Captain Jack clung to the 
outside. Their adversaries, the Monk and Professor 
Yana, both react oddly to that police box shape, 
and а кеу clue to them being so out of-place and 
time is a watch — a twentieth-century wristwatch 
in the England of 1066, and the unopened pocket- 
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\Stevent and Vicki investigate 
elevehth-century England. 
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© The Monk listens for the TARDIS' hum to confirm 
what he overhears. How else would time travellers 
with TARDISes recognise one another's crafts? 


nd Eld 


Eldred invest! 


and is cornered by a wooden pitch-f 
© The grey wolf survived in the wild in England long 
after this story’s setting, despite being regarded as 
vermin: Edward I ordered its extermination in 1281. 
However, wolves are thought to have lived south of the 
Scottish border until 1480 or so. Curiously, the monks 
at Whitby, a monastery on the North Sea coast, paid 
for a consignment of 14 wolf-skins around 1395. 


steps outside, 


The mona уйг. some ins 


e Since no oem would have lit a room so promptly, 
that's another clue to the Monk's incongruity! 


els 1066 still the most pue date] in E lish history? 
м their classic parody of textbook history 1066 and 
All That, serialised in satirical magazine Punch in 
1930, WC Sellar and RJ Yeatman boiled 2000 years of 
events down to ‘103 Good Things, 5 Bad Kings and 
2 Genuine Dates’ 1066 was one: the other was Julius 
Caesar's landing in 55ВС. 
© Three kings reigned in England during that year 
(Edward I ‘the Confessor; who died in early January, 
Harold II ‘Godwinson and William I ‘the Conqueror’). 
Another tried to add it to his existing kingdom: 
“Hardrada, the Norwegian king” The Doctor observes, 
"Its a great pity Barbara isn't here” True on two ® 
accounts: Barbara Wright was his granddaughter’s 
history teacher — did she teach Susan about 1066? 
— апа her absence makes for a clumsy info-dump! 


Strangers, the first comic strip written for DWM 
(issues 215-217, 1996) by TV writer Gareth Roberts, 
were indeed cows wearing space helmets. 
© Discussing, for Steven's benefit, the TARDIS’ 
intended ability to ‘blend in’ also reveals the hidden 
Monks reactions. Could the TARDIS resemble a 
howdah — a people-carrier on an elephant or camel's 
back — as the Doctor suggests? At best, they're of 
tented fabric, with no doors, and their occupants 
visible. Shouldn't a TARDIS be more architectural? 
The Monk certainly thought so, as would the Master 
in later stories. An earlier draft by Spooner gave a 
preferable example: the TARDIS disguised as an extra 
ventilation shaft, when landing on a luxury liner. 

6 Here's Steven chorusing cleverly with Vicki that 
she's "Not very good on heights": she expressed her 
fear precisely thus as they escaped the Mechonoid 
city. In contrast, the garbled line "I prefer walking to 
any day... and I hate climbing" ranks highly among 
Hartnell's bloopers. His mood in the June rehearsals 
was often sour; while warming to Peter Purves, 
Hartnell threw staged tantrums on finding that new 
producer-designate John Wiles was trailing Verity 
Lambert, whose departure was now confirmed. 


there's an ancient village 
adjacent. Around 875AD, 
when the Danes/Vikings 

P^ established a kingdom 

` jn York, Tynemouth was 

7 repeatedly plundered. The priory 
- Was probably deserted in 1066 although, 
as Earl of Northumbria, Tostig had planned to 
refound it, having used the site as a fortress. 
Plus, the seventh-century Saint Oswin's body 
was relocated there in 1065 — sarcophagus, 


Tynemouth Priory 
, andCastle. — 4 


ived within the 


aeology suggests 


However, such an island 
monastery cannot be this 


Northumbria’s greatest ¥ 
scholar-monk, the Venerable 
Bede - who once ate salmon 
with the Doctor (related in The Talons 
of Weng-Chiang, 1977) = 
twin monasteries of Jarrow and Wearmouth. 
Bede died in 735AD: arch 
monastic life there was disrupted by raiders 


anyone? Allons-y! 
Barry Newbery's monastery design was 

based on an authentic Saxon church. Escomb, 

inland near Bishop Auckland (Co Durham), 

is the best surviving Saxon church in old 

Northumbria and, possibly, England: it’s a 

likely candidate. 


around 900, and the buildings badly burnt. 
This matches our Monk’s base, but while both 
sites adjoin rivers (the Tyne and Wear), the 
coast is just too distant. 

But... how about Tynemouth itself? 
Its priory site dates back 1300 years, it 


overlooks the sea and a secluded beach, and 


4 © Since Vicki5 version here of what the acronym 
TARDIS means, it's usually been quoted as "Time 
And Relative Dimensions In Space’ But the word 
‘Dimension’ was singular in this script, and as spelt 
out in series premiere An Unearthly Child (1963). 
Apparently, Maureen O’Brien mistakenly added an 5 
during the 11 June recording. ~ 


15 seeing a St ange box on 


© Charlton reconnects us to 1963's m serial: 
vm played tribeswoman Hur in 100,000 BC. In 1965, 
she was cast as 'charming' Edith by rising director 
Douglas Camfield, that first serial's production 
assistant (in modern terms, a production manager). 
As a director, Camfield had worked with The 
Time Meddlers popular designer Barry Newbery 
on previous ‘historical’ The Crusade, recorded in 
February/March 1965. 


On the bea 
identi 
or elevi 
village. Vicki and 
separately. No-one has 

ing. Alone, he examines the 
1 تت‎ his bare wrist... 


= pi 
police box, th 
© Did the Scandinavians who traded and raided their 
way into history as ‘Vikings’ really wear helmets with 
horns? Not in the centuries the Doctor mentions! 
That enduring image was forged by romantic and 
nationalist nineteenth-century painters and are 
generally considered a caricature. The Doctor 
sarcastically asks Steven if he thinks he's holding 

‘a space helmet fora cow: The Dryrth in Lunar 


The Monk listens closely to 
the Doctor's TARDIS... 


coast" is the Monk’s Northumbrian base. 

But where in Northumbria do the two 
TARDISes land? Potential sites are spread - 
over far more of England's North Sea coast 
than modern Northumberland’s 60-plus 
miles. In the eleventh century, Northumbria's 
a massive earldom of England; literally, 
everything “north of the Humber” (the 
estuary near York, its principal city), 
including modern Yorkshire, Durham, 

and Newcastle-upon-Tyné. From Hull, 

on the Humber, it's now 200 miles by | Toon 
to Berwick. 

Northumbria's monastic heritage was 

“hug ely significant from 635AD, when the 

first major site south of the Scottish border 
was founded at Lindisfarne, or Holy Island. ° 


serial’s setting, 


a 
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t of berries 


promptly cap 


before spotting a ongboat. 
© The earliest hand-held binoculars, with two flexibly 
linked tubes, date back to Johann Zahn's innovation 
on existing telescopes in 1702. 

9 Snuff, a form of powdered tobacco designed — in 
Europe, anyway — to be inhaled directly, comes from a 
Dutch word with the same root аз ‘snuffle: 

© Footage of the longboat and its crew was not 
borrowed from the movie The Vikings (1958), in 
which half-brothers compete for the 
vacant throne of Northumberland, 
but from a 1949 BBC Newsreel Land 
of the Vikings, when Danish rowers 
recreated their ancestors’ first sea 


crossing to Britain, 1500 years earlier. 


© These villagers, however authentic, 
never call themselves ‘Saxon; or 

even English. There's no ethnic or 
genetic evidence of who they were 
but, centuries before, this region 

was dominated by Angles rather 
than Saxons. Also, the locals would 
probably not have called the feared 
raiders ‘Vikings’ but ‘Danes’ (even 
those from Norway). 

© Wulnoth and Edith were prominent 
names in eleventh-century England. 
Edith of Wessex, for example, was 

the widow of good king Edward and 
younger sister of Harold Godwinson, 
whose grandfather shared the » 
headman’s name: Wulfnoth of Sussex 
was powerful enough in 1009 to burn 
a third of the royal navy (and lead 
another third in piracy). Another, 
younger Godwinson sibling was also 
called Wulfnoth. bj 
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rudely i he Monk's of rise and shine. 
6 An episode with no scenes for the Doctor? This was 
not uncommon — with each series spanning around 
40 episodes, 1960s Doctor Who regulars were granted 
occasional weeks (and therefore episodes) off. With 
Hartnell absent for this 18 June recording, the Doctor's 


crotchety line was pre-recorded before his break. 


d 


century design, but if it has a quartz mechanism (as 
stated in Nigel Robinson's 1987 Target novelisation), it 
must date from no earlier than 1969, when Seiko put 

the first such miniature timepiece on sale. 


tone monk г 


( een the Doctor and 
an opponent from his own world. There's no dialogue, 
but is there recognition in the Doctor's stare? The 
Monk laughs triumphantly, just as the Master later 
would. Do all villainous Time Lords practice laughing 
manically? Is it in the job description? 

© The recording heard is the unseasonal Second 
Vespers of Christmas (an early evening rite), sung 

by the Benedictine monks from the still-thriving St 
Martin's Abbey at Beuron, in southern Germany. 

© Gramophone sound recordings were developed 
from a system invented in 1887 by Emile Berliner. 
During the 1960s, they were still the most popular 
technology for home music collections, but by then 
the discs rotated at 33 or 45 revolutions per minute, 
rather than the vintage 78rpm disc that the Monk has 
left running — alongside his 1960s transistor radio! 

) The 45rpm format for pop singles was so popular 
in the 1960s that Juke Box Jury, another long-running 
Saturday show (in which a celebrity panel voted 'hit' or 
‘miss’ on new gramophone releases), was commonly 
shown next to Doctor Who on ВВС1. On 3 July 
ВВС15 schedule was revised, thanks to Wimbledon 
coverage, so Doctor Who aired at 6.55 pm, much later 
than usual, and Juke Box Jury, the senior show by four 
years, followed it: usually the slots were reversed. 


Wulnoth (Michael Miller) and Edith (Alethea Charlto 
wonder at Eldred’s beard (attached to actor Peter Russell). 


oe 
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© The 1950 Western movie Winchester 
ы ы ый А. ‘73 features the character of Wyatt Earp, 
= © =. | who would also be portrayed in the First 
E = Doctor's own foray into the Wild West, 
The Gunfighters (1966). 


... by Sven and Ulf, who take the Doctor 
hostage. The Monk soon knocks Ulf 
— next morning, the Doctor 

rs Sven, and again escapes before 
Vicki reach his cell. When the 

s Wuinoth to liaht beacons, the 

to suspect him. Later, the 


2tn 
12008 

B. BRCDVD 2331 

ВЕ ИУ On sale now 


о 
< 
(D 
© 
Q 
= © 


Steven an 
Monk as 
villagers begin 


КТУ» 


Doctor partially gleans the Monk’s plan 
and apprehends him — with a real sword 


TUM 
NES: 


-> demanding explanations. 
Vicki finds a power cable leading into the 
Monk's мей. Inside, she and Steven аге 
ly 


The Doctor is imprisoned by the 


_.,- Monk. Cue maniacal laughter! | ге И 
E after observing how penicillium mould Released as part of shocked to find a familiar impossibly large 
= destroyed colonies of Staphylococcus m p 000 box set room. “The Monk’s got a TARDISI" 
4 An advance party of Vikings scales the cliff. Their leader bacteria. Yet penicillin only entered mass ДАМАН АНТ deleted © How had the dem generated 
(Geoffrey Cheshire) instructs Sven (David Anderson) to i production during World War П; it was — نھ کر‎ electricity to light rooms, power a 
scout southwards with UT (Norman Нап " JandGunnar  Ẹ widely used on casualties after the 1944 had M di Wi gramophone, etc? Cabling from a 


Normandy landings. TARDIS is all you need: it's a massive 


Allen & Co PLC/ 


(Ronald Rich). They are urged " keep hidden, so that 

Harald Hardrada may attack unexpectedly. © The Monk's maps might show any area Target Books energy source. 

© Sven (spelt Sweyn in this episodes script) and Ulf of coast: the studio lighting robs them of 9 vcio 1088 © As shock reactions go, this is among 
were equally prominent names in Scandinavia. Sweyn ei ә all detail. Still, his pull-down chart is clear Se " ox ue 496 the best cliffhangers of its decade. All we 
II, son of Ulf, had been king of Denmark for almost enough (...Position atomic cannon/Sight THOR ноте Robinson see here are the familiar internal doors 
20 years by 1066; Ulf’s sister was mother to... Harold Vikings/Light Beacon Fires/Destroy ир У Qut of print and roundels as Vicki opens them, but 
Godwinson of England, who was thus half-Danish. nO EE Vence б —«— 
© The four credited Viking actors all had at least one us the plot far more brazenly than any curious that, despite her amazement, 
решето "s meen ISS disputed dialogue: Vicki accepts immediately that this is а TARDIS — and 
had previously been a Captain in The Aztecs (1964). Later, Wulnoth returns to find Edith semi-conscious. She ® Vicki's rather vague about why monasteries should a gasket" when Hartnell delivered spoilers for the chat the TARDIS she knows as home is not uique... 
акин А-га үт dew capot ie pcne = mat Wings айаскеп nes. The Saxon have escape routes, but it would have been sensible: Battle of Hastings in recording, claiming it showed | Emerging from the passage near the ив, Алеке: upset aie йн е 


+ 
> | $i TADIC ; TE ' 1 1 "T 
ce tn tio ZA ЬЬ} 5% е“ cinmarnen راط‎ the dilata! 
tse inai ihe ITARDI is either submerged ру ti LIUC 


the actor was “never fond of sticking to the script. 


Hardrada’s fleet. | 
time travellers’ golden бев еге with history. 
@ “So... you're a time  meddler" the Doctor berates 


his fellow traveller. Has the Doctor just invented that 


The Doctor fiercely 
ule; nieve 


Ex 


o sea, they also turn back to the n 
3 e "You dont know what the TARDIS meant, says 
Vicki dejectedly. With no-one to return to, shes 


у ےم‎ onastery 
| GOS ке 1 


simply disagreed about keeping such references in. As 
the tail-end of the scene, such a line could surely have 
been edited out if unauthorised. 

® What a well-informed peasant Edith is! Since 


attack in 793 on the Holy Island of Lindisfarne. 

® In his novelisation, Nigel Robinson rubs salt in the 
wound of a cliché when Steven remarks “That’s about 
as likely as escaping through the ventilation shaft!” 


Q عب‎ Botterill's doom-laden, militaristic 
percussion is prominent in the attack on Edith and 
the forest skirmish. Botterill had played on the score 
for Marco Polo (1964); his percussion in The Time 


Planet episode of The Daleks’ Master Plan (1965), villagers trail them easily, slaying Gunnar іп а sword-fight | Northumberlands religious communities had been | ged by 5 
while the non-speaking Rich would play Trantis іп efore Sven Land UIf escape. repeatedly looted by the Vikings since their shocking (DWM 191) It seems more likely that Tosh and others - or that the Doctor has left without them. When practical- xu замына Bids. Ee ur — OS ME 
minded Steven finds the Monk’s atomic cannon aimed out : The! Monk confesses: he’s going to desir - Harald 


Mission to the Unknown (1965). Cheshire and Hartley 
would both re-appear in The Invasion (1968), Cheshire 
as Tracy in its first two episodes, and Hartley as Sgt 
Peters in its final two. 


content to have a travelling home. The novelisation 
adds Vicki explaining to Steven how she was left 
orphaned by her father's murder, recalling the events 
of her introductory story The Rescue (1965). 


Meddler is the serial's only commissioned score, other raiders struck along England's Channel coast in May 
music being from stock. . With Sven and Uif still at large, the Doctor revisits Edith 1066 (led by his exiled brother, Tostig!) King Harold 
| iking invasion' is planned. Edith had indeed kept English forces ready for an invasion 


8 In reality, the fleet of the colourful Norwegian king 
Harald Hardrada - that is, 'the hard-ruling; or ruthless 
— was encouraged to invade England by his ally Tostig, 


pejorative term, or are there other meddlers? “What 
mischief are you up to now?" also implies some 


© It's certainly possible to interpret the Vikings' attack 
awareness of the Monk’s exploits. 


who was Earl of Northumbria until the locals rebelled on Edith as rape, a stereotypical part of Viking raiding. | wonders who her Ki 185 raised an army to from that direction. Hardradas northern invasion was 
ا‎ LN "—— 1 ight: the Vikings, or William of Normand y? T The Doctor, more surprising, its progress hastened by a northerly i © The set for the Monk’s TARDIS slightly varies 
7, BE вара £25.25 ТТ 1.7 وك دا‎ wa جك بي | م‎ E sensing the Monk’s presence is deliberate, hurries back wind that delayed William’s. . Answering the door, the Monk surrenders to the Doctor, ` from the Doctor's. The console level is relatively high 
ل لكام‎ n Wes 20 هذه‎ Ga! = ьа ие الالح‎ Pete] mentioning that Harold will defeat the Vikings, but © As the story is only vaguely sited in Northumbria, who claims to be holding a gun to his back (in reality it's : (there's a raised dais), while the floor is painted a 
ша i m mmm. ai p d x La - mih | dis J > Ze MEHA further sou th , and lose the later Battle of Hastings. how precisely can we date it? That depends when Sven | ae a branch). But the pair are interrupted... ` contrasting black, as the Master's TARDIS would be 
Е ЫЛЕ للد ان‎ ©» И ад © ! ال ل‎ FG ы) ЗЕЕ Сар) E He . © The Doctor’ $ parting remark, “At least, that's what and Ulf's scout ship could first have sighted English | 6 Knowing that the Monk is using objects centuries ` in, say, Planet of Fire (1984). 
„ы m Nm o cdi a паа = 9 am тъл om p — 9 ihe history books said, implies that other historical shores, and when the Vikings fully disembarked. out of time, the Doctor claims to wield one himself. ® Told not to interfere, the Monk retorts, “Who says 
i 1 | L E. | - 4 © لى‎ ho [49 aM i — Al | يي‎ Е. Pe | 0 ДЕ = © © e narratives are available, and can be chosen. Eldred estimates the fleet is two or three days The gun he names, the Winchester 73 was a so?" Four years later we learn the answer: the Time 


successful repeater rifle made by Oliver Winchester's Lords were finally revealed in The War Games (1969). 


firm: on the nineteenth-century US frontier, it was 
nicknamed "The Gun that Won the West: 

© Any mention of ‘Winchester’ would have intrigued 
the Saxons: in 1066, the original Winchester, in 
Wessex, was still England's capital city — the status was 


behind. If so, it cannot be before the first week of 
September, when the armada of Hardrada approached 
Northumbria via Orkney and the Scottish coast. 
Around the 8th, the invaders reach Tynemouth, 
moving on to besiege Scarborough. They anchor 
about 10 miles from York, and far from the sea, before 


© Story editor Donald Tosh recalled "nearly blowing 


That's not made explicit on TV — hardly surprising 
for a teatime audience, although Barbara was nearly 
violated during The Keys of Marinus (1964). While 
Edith does look badly traumatised, and Eldred says 
disgustedly, "Even I would not have felt them capable 


in 1065. Tostig, exiled thereafter, was another younger 
brother of Harold Godwinson: Tostig also claimed the 
English throne, on merit rather than age. 


Exploring the Monk's TARDIS, Steven and Vicki find a dian 
recording discussions with da Vinci, and futuristic neutron 
missiles that fit the bazooka on the clifftop. pu 


© Neutron bombs were topical іп the 1960s;theorised | _ 


T ee want Viele that 
assures steven ang VICKI паї 


At the monastery, the Monk 


he has seen no other stranger, but Steven is sure thatthe ofthis, categorising the attack as sexual is still an defeating the Northumbrians on 20 September at the only acquired by London after the Norman conquest. in 1958, they were first tested in the US just months > c 
Doctor is his captive. They resolve to return after dark. inference. The Target novelisation takes that inference Battle of Fulford. King Harold and his main forces a ——— T—— € — —— ша " /—— 0 Me 
As night falls Edith, now alone, arms herself - butthe —— fully: the Vikings have a ‘mad lustful gleam in their approach York four days later: caught unprepared, | atian canararan AT nire | ue z 
giant Gunnar seizes her, as Sven and ЦИ raid her поте. . eyes, and the pursuing villagers ‘had one thought in both Tostig and Hardrada die as Harold himself | ——— UR gg o ee ee 
ze * | ` their minds - the Vikings had defiled (Edith): defeats ‘the Vikings’ 10 miles away at Stamford Bridge, Troughton’s. Certainly, the Monk’s comic recall him and suggest an actor of similar age 


on 25 September (that’s the battle the Doctor invokes, 
not the Chelsea stadium). 

® The Doctor saying that the Vikings land ‘in the 
Humber’ isn’t accurate: Viking ships navigated much 
further upstream than that broad estuary. Their forces 
anchored at Riccall, well north of the Humber's line 

- so, they landed and fought just in Northumbria. 


and bearing. Hartnell may even have done 
so himself. 

The Monk’s influence on the Doctor can 
also be rationalised in story terms. “Ifthe 
Doctor can be young... then so can |” snarls 
Derek Jacobi as the Master in Utopia, before 
being reborn as John Simm. How widespread 
is this ability of Time Lords to determine how 


demeanour is far closer to the 
Second Doctor's character than 
the First. When cast here, Peter 
Butterworth was then aged 46. 
When it came to recasting 
the Doctor in 1966, the only 
precedent the producers 
had fora male time-traveller 


When William Hartnell retired from playing 
the Doctor in October 1966, he was replaced 
by the markedly younger Patrick Troughton, 
who was then aged 46. The word 
‘renewed’ was used by this Second 
Doctor — there's no mention of 
‘regeneration’ until the Doctor had 
changed appearance twice more. 


When Steven and Vicki enter the monastery, the Monk 
checks his alcove trap for them — before Wulnoth knocks 
urgently for aid with Eldred, wounded by the Vikings. 
Finding the Monk’s gramophone, Steven opens a nearby 
cell door... but they find only the Doctor's cloak inside. 

© No dialogue underlines this, but Wulnoths 

arrival clearly prevents the Monk from trapping the 


comipanionsas ne hag the Doctor UIf persuades Sven not to confront the Saxons, but to Clayton Hickman with the same origin was they rejuvenate? The Master has just met the 
ee take refuge at the monastery — where the Monk has used = notes, on this serial’s Butterworth as the Monk. It’s (much younger-looking) Tenth Doctor. When 
EACH T b da | nodern medicine to treat Eldred. Later, the Monk checks DVD commentary, that not unreasonable to the Doctor first changes appearance in The 
a eee —— iis schedule, wii leaning against a tomb... — Peter Butterworth's suppose that, despite Tenth Planet (1966), the fellow traveller he 
Vicki locates an overgrown ‘secret’ passage, explaining The Monk dispenses penicillin, telling Wulnoth |. performance is a changed production would recall meeting most recently was... 
— OÍ(— ты —— — РН the pills are herbs. This antibacterial agent was reminiscent of team, someone would the Monk. 


named in 1929 by Scots-born Alexander Fleming, 


escape. 


of the Doci ctor 
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World. The original was only a minor UK hit, but 

а 1965 cover version by Herman's Hermits was in 
the Top 10 during production of this serial. Was the 
parallel intended? Perhaps, in rehearsals, someone 
responded with, "Don't know much biology’. 


Convinced that the Monk is a spy, and learni 
t the monastery, W Vulnoth leads an 


9 The surviving pin of Сезе lacks 12 seconds 
жо the Vikings’ deaths. Of the four episodes, all 
bar The Meddling Monk were absent from the archives 
until 1984, when they resurfaced in Nigeria. 


Edith undoes t ateful travel 
the monastery: the Doctor репс 


anote toi 
gingerly removes a device from his rival 
© The Doctor's tampering here is a wonderful vignette 
of moods and atmosphere, underlining director 
Douglas Camfield’s ability: he directed 52 episodes in 
total between 1964 and 1976. 

® Even the humble pencil is centuries out of place; 

the turning-point in pencil technology came with 
Nicholas Conte's clay-graphite process іп 1795. 


The Doctor and his companions 
below the cliffs. The Doctor assur 
» With the Viking fleet due shortly, “ "History will li 

allowed to take its natural course” History was duly 
commemorated in 1966, the 900th anniversary of the 
Conquest, with stamps, medals and ceremonies: had 
that anniversary prompted Spooner all along? 


Steven he 


in, the 


Monk finds the 


T tor has stolen h ; 
@ The Monk may have been marooned in 1066, but 
returned to the series in January 1966 for three of the 
12 epic episodes in The Daleks’ Master Plan; in two 
DWM comic strips, allied with the Ice Warriors 
(4-Dimensional Vistas, DWM 78-83), and pursued 
by the Sleeze Brothers (Follow That TARDIS!, DWM 
147), and in Paul Cornell's novel No Future (1994). 

© Fittingly, Crying in the Chapel by Elvis Presley was 
Number One when this episode was in production. 


e th 
faces projected onto th 4 

© It's an unnatural touch even for an imaginative sci- A 
series, but it sweetly marks the end of Season Two and 
reinforces the idea of that trio returning. 

© This was not Lambert's last Doctor Who serial; she 
retained her producer credit for the first five episodes 
of Season Three, recorded before the series’ six-week 


DIS demat 


summer break. «/ 


4 before The Daleks (1963/64) referred to neutron 
warfare blighting Skaro. 

© “Something from every period and every place; says 
Vicki but, missiles aside, isn't it all from Earth’s past? 
Are all space-time travellers so obsessed with Earth? 

© Multi-talented Leonardo Da Vinci (1452-1519, 

a Renaissance man, not a medieval one as Steven 


surmises) drew many theoretical human-powered 
flying machines, as well as the Mona Lisa which is 
integral to City of Death (1979). 


English King’s forces fresh enough to defeat William of 


Normandy. The Doctor vows to stop him. 
© If the Norse fleet never lands, then King Harold 
need never move his forces north. His round trip 
from London to Stamford Bridge and back was about 


© The Monk wants to prevent ‘wars in Europe, such 
as long-running disputes over France. The Hundred 
Years’ War, when England's Plantagenet rulers 
controlled much of medieval France only began in 
1337; it can, tenuously, be traced back to England and 
Normandy sharing rulers after 1066. 

© The Monk hopes to enable ‘Jet airliners by 1320, 

an oddly specific date. In fact, the first purpose- 


The horrified Monk sees, 
Doctor has done to his TAR 


built airliner was the 1949 Comet — made by the de 
Havilland company, founded in 1920. 

© The Doctor's sniffy response to the notion of 
Shakespeare producing Hamlet on TV ("I am aware 
of the medium") borders on the post-modern. In the 
previous serial, The Chase, Shakespeare had been seen 
on the TARDIS' Space-Time Visualiser. 


/ 


1and Vicki ponder how 


ceeds.. 


Tied up by the Vikir 
history 
» "Dont liy dh about history? says € 


DE the opening lyric of Sam Cooke's Wonderful 


(1966), Joshua Fiddler in ...Camping (1969), 
the Earl of Bristol in ...Нелгу (1971) and Major 
Carstairs in Carry on England (1976). 


Will the Knifegrinder in Disney's The Prince 
and the Pauper (1962); Groom in Catweazle 
(15 episodes, 1970-71); Trevor Lewis in Bless 
This House (1972); Merlin, Oliver Cromwell 
and others in Carry On Laughing!, an ПУ 
spin-off series (1975). 

In total, Butterworth had over 100 known 
film and TV roles. 


However, Butterworth’s first role in the 

Carry On... series, as Doc (!) in Carry On 
` Cowboy (1965), was filmed between The 

Time Meddler and his return as the Monk 
in The Daleks’ Moster Plan (1966). He was, 
memorably, DC Slobotham in Carry On 
Screaming (1966); other series roles included 
Citizen Bidet in ...Dom't Lose Your Head 


400 miles, involving several days’ marching each way. 
Harold could thus counter William's invasion up 

to two weeks earlier — or sooner, if a time traveller 
should warn him in advance! 

© Williams forces landed on the south coast, around 
50 miles from London, on 28 September. The Battle of 
Hastings on 14 October was fought several miles from 
that town, on Senlac Hill. Did William win because 
Stamford Bridge had diverted and drained Harold's 
forces, as the Monk asserts? Perhaps, but when 
warrior-kings rode into battle, the outcome depended 
hugely on which survived. Harold survived Stamford 
Bridge; his foes did not. William, although feared dead 
in mid-battle, survived Hastings; Harold did not. 


Sven frees ЦИ, and a recovered Eldred escapes t 

the villagers where the Vikings are. Meanwhile the 

Monk shows off his TARDIS, disguised as a Saxon tomb. 
n and Vicki, the Doctor 


Reunited її 
reassures hei 1015 Sw bet анаа ned by 

g s seized by Sven 
and Ulf - but claims piat to their cause. 
© If the monastery was ‘two or three centuries old... 
and becoming derelict, as Spooner wrote, the Monk’s 
prized sarcophagus must match it to be of the correct 
era. Now that’s a clever TARDIS. 
© The Monk taunts the Doctor about his broken 
‘camouflage unit: Clearly, not all TARDIS owners use 
the term ‘chameleon circuit, later used in Logopolis 
(1981). The Monk’s superior Mark ТУ model also has 
automatic drift control, so can be suspended in space. 
© The time travellers are ‘from the same place; but the 
Doctor is from some ‘50 years earlier’ - meaning that 
the Doctors TARDIS is 50 years more primitive? 


Carry On Sergeant (1958); both actors had 
also featured in an earlier comedy, Will Any 
Gentleman...? (1953), as did future Doctor, 


(1919-1979) The Monk 

Film appearances Jon Pertwee. 
ice roles in 16 

Carry On... films 

(1966-1978). When. 

Hartnell glares at 

Butterworth in The Watcher, a previous star 

of those perennial film comedies was present 

= butit wasn’t Butterworth. Hartnell had 

the title role in the earliest of the series, 
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The worlds of 
Doctor Who in review: 


and more! 


"> ' The Time Meddler ... 


[14 The Condemned 2 
| ve n e i ОО ji oom Dalek Empire: The Fearless — Part 4 
- mm 
Max Warp 
E ro n Я a Wo 1 О 1 W а The Monster of Peladon 
i. © | BC 
че, a A History... 
a IV ш About Time 6 
p l ї Anything Goes . 
1 n 
a arance...” 
" للف‎ 


Revenge of the Judoon.... 


Steve Berry (SB), Vanessa Bishop (VB), 
Matt Michael (MM) 


“Monster only achieves | “His family and the West 
a dull monotony...” "PF. End fire him up most..." 
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strip Hagar the Horrible and pointed 
horn helmets instead of more credible 
Norsemen of the apocalypse — the 
word Viking, used freely throughout 
his story, did not come into use unti 
he nineteenth century. 

That aside, the various other 
deliberate) anachronisms heighten the 
central mystery for the viewer — jus 
what is all this monkery business? — and 
he sideshows in the village and forest 
are primarily a dramatic sacrifice to 
conceal the slow build to episode three's 
cliffhanger. The big reveal of the Monk's 
TARDIS at the conclusion to A Battle of 
Wits comes as more of a shock thanks 
to misdirection, a technique that will be 


script is one of this story’s strengths and 
does, along with the stylish direction, 
pleasingly distract from the fact that 
nothing very much happens in the plot. 
True, The Time Meddler never looks less 
than sumptuous, melding stock footage, 
well assembled and shot sets, plus 
creative use of back projection to evoke 
a tangible sense of location. But the 
story’s constant change of tone is a real 
ball and chain. There are far too many 
back-and-forth scenes, unconvincing 
battles, and at least one unforgivably 
unexplored consequence of Viking 
invasion in the treatment of Edith 
(Alethea Charlton). 

While Hartnell and Butterworth play 
well off one another with chucklesome 
bonhomie, the remaining supporting 
cast (regulars aside) are unfortunately 
flat. The brawny Saxons in particulàr are 
portrayed with a leaden, theatrical style 
that is itself the relic of a bygone age. The 
Vikings, too, are poorly served, all comic 


‘The Time Meddler 
never looks anything 
less than sumptuous...’ 


a 


d 


LIKE RASPUTIN AND THAT ALBINO 
hitman in The Da Vinci Code, the villain 
ofthe piece in this latest budget release 
is that most venerable in a long line of 
bogus brothers, the Meddling Monk 
(Peter Butterworth). Cowled and keen- 
eyed, he's come to Earth with the none- 
too-ascetic intent of changing established 
history for pleasure and profit. 
Inevitably, this Benedictine baddie 
has chosen to do his dirty work in a time 
period ripped straight from the pages of 
à school history text book. Opening in 
1066 and all that, the first episode, The 
Watcher, begins with a scene restating 
the series' basic concepts — ostensibly 
as the Doctor (William Hartnell) and 
established companion Vicki (Maureen 
O'Brien) explain the TARDIS to newcomer 
Steven (Peter Purves). Given that the 
fellow travellers are soon frustratingly 
separated, this handily establishes their 
friendly banter — "sheer poetry, dear boy!" 
— yet also reinforces the Doctor as an 
irascible, sometimes unwilling guide. 
Such dialogue in 
A Dennis Spooner's 
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Peter Purves as Steven Taylor, 
dashing space pilot of the future. 


Illustration BEN WILSHER 


LANCE PARKIN 


Mad Norwegian Press 
Lance Parkin 
$29.95 (USA only) 


publisher to publisher, Lance 
Parkin’s unauthorised Doctor 
Who events timeline clocks 

up its fourth edition juggling 
more material than ever. Last 
seen in 2005, the year of the 
series’ revival, this volume 
now stretches to include not 
only Series Two and Three, 
Torchwood and The Sarah Jane 
Adventures, but also the DWM 
comic strip, alongside updated 
coverage of all the Doctor Who 
novel and audio ranges from 
BBC Books and Big Finish. 

As Parkin says, “All things 
being equal, the Doctor Who 
TV series trumps all other 
formats,” So while it’s fun to 
see the comic strips weaved 
into the chronology, | suspect 
many fans will continue to see 
them as existing in a separate 
universe. Likewise, it’s 
the relatively sudden 
amount of new 
television material 
that puts this 
edition ahead of 
all its sold-out 
predecessors. 

Parkin dislikes the 
idea of any chronology 
Setting itself up as а definitive 
view, 50 in footnote features 
on such thorny twenty-first- 
century issues such as When do 
the general public accept the 
existence of aliens? and How 
public is Torchwood?, he often 
offers more than one theory 
on how it may all fit together. 
Fascinating ideas abound. 
| particularly enjoyed a view 
of the Cybermen as not one 
race but the Cybernetic form 
of many, an idea backed up by 
the variation in their design and 
the completely new but similar 
parallel world versions seen in 
the more recent TV episodes. 
He also throws some light on. 
some overlooked continuity 
issues — Whatever happened to 
T-Mat?, the astonishingly useful 
teleport technology featured 
in The Seeds of Death, being a 
particularly astute example. | 
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text-based obituary and photo collection 
on this disc look positively anaemic. 
Aside from some brief featurettes on 
the inclusion and restoration of a missing 
scene from the final episode and the 
now-traditional PDF format Radio Times 
billings, the disc's other main attraction 
is Stripped For Action, presumably the 
first in a succession of documentaries 
focusing on the Doctor's appearances in 
comic format. A colourful introduction to 
the genre, with some very enthusiastic 
and wry 'talking head' insights, this series 
has great potential to run and run. 
In many respects, this DVD could 
not have arrived at a better time. 
There's something about black-and-white 
era Doctor Who that demands to be 
watched when the nights are still long, 
the rain outside torrential, and there's 
a steaming pile of hot buttered toast 
just waiting to be eaten. Perhaps it's the 
gentler pace of 1960s television drama 
but stories like The Time Meddler are 
perfect winter viewing — full of fun and, 
in this case, the makings of a regular 
abbot habit. SB 


| and Mrs Ракоо for all the difference it 
` makes to the story. If you picked this 


up expecting to learn something more 
about the Judoon race, you'll be sorely 
disappointed and might even mutter 
darkly about trade descriptions. 

The real villains are the Cosmic 
Peacemakers, who have something of 
the style of the Players, the shadowy 
manipulators who turned up in a few of 


itinto anything more than a throwaway 
motivation that boils down to the baddie 
wanting to take over the world. While 
a short novel might not be the place to 
debate British Imperial rule, the lack of 
any kind of depth is a major failing. 

As a whole, the book doesn't go 
anywhere new or build any of its ideas 


` or characters into anything more than 
١ a thumbnail sketch. A compelling plot 
` is abandoned in favour of a series of 


familiar situations, as the Doctor and 
artha wander from location to location 


` on the flimsiest of excuses. Sir Arthur 
: Conan-Doyle is wasted, Edward VII is 
; utterly colourless, and even Challoner is 


horoughly bland. This is hardly a story at 


| all, just a bunch of stuff that happened. 
' That it comes from the pen of Terrance 


Dicks, my childhood favourite, is the most 


| disappointing thing of all. ММ 


_ Dicks’ previous books. The plot of the 
‚ villain, Challoner, is to be fair, vaguely 
| interesting — but Dicks never develops 


Purves and script editor Donald Tosh), but 
her dryly apposite one-liners about the 
"state of the Ark" technology available 

at the time and the simple truth tha 
historical stories were "never as popular 
as the ones in the future" are a highlight. 
Additionally, director Douglas Camfield 
wins deserved praise, with even Newbery 
generously attributing any less-than- 
striking camerawork to inappropriate 
layered lighting or his own inability to 
build scenery with enough room to 
accommodate the crew. 

Given that this is the last surviving 
story which credits Lambert as producer 
— à fact surely deserving commemoration 
even without the added factor of her sad 
death — it's doubly disappointing that the 
ight production schedule has resulted in 
a lack of an accompanying documentary. 
At least we learn, in Lambert's own 
words, her firm belief in the importance of 
he Doctor's anti-establishment role and 
some of the reasons why she decided to 
move on from the series after two years 
to pastures new. Compared to previous 
hagiographies, the hastily-assembled 


y 


T EN 


oon -? 


E DICKS 


Take the Judoon, the nominal top- 
line stars of the piece. Revenge is too 
strong a word for what amounts to about 
a five-page appearance - the literal- 
minded space rhinos aren't played for 
drama or laughs or anything much at all, 
they're just briefly present in a couple of 
scenes before pushing off and leaving 
the Doctor to sort out the mess with his 
sonic screwdriver. On this basis, Dicks 
might as well have used the Hoix or Mr 


amiliar to modern viewers — think back to 


| Revellge Of the Jud 


ast year’s Utopia, similarly introducing a 
Time Lord adversary. 

Yet, when compared to other 
enemies of the period — the Daleks, 

he Voords and the Animus - the Monk 
doesn't come across so much evil as 
wilful. He's not above knocking up a 
ried breakfast for captured prisoners or 
writing out his plan on a checklist (which 
does have a certain domestic charm: 
"Cancel papers, leave note for milkman, 
invade medieval England"). Things may 
be a touch out of order in his order, but 
even that “meddling” title is the most 
amiable of 1960s words. 

Beneath all this is an interesting shift 
in the series' format. Grab any passer-by 
— do it now, they won't mind — and ask 
them what Doctor Who does best. They'll 
be sure to answer "space monsters 
and time travel" (or words to that effect), 
because we're all now so blasé about 
that special blend of sci-fi and history. We 
forget there was a time when the Doctor 
kept well out of it. Just a year before, 
The Aztecs had made it plain history 
could not be tampered with. The Time 
Meddler, in stating that the past isn't as 
immutable as we think, rewrites history 
in at least that sense. 


DVD Extras 


There is, of course, an extra poignancy 
to this release, featuring as it does 
original producer Verity Lambert's final 
contribution to a DVD commentary. 
Typically, she does not dominate 
proceedings (sharing the narrative duties 
with designer Barry Newbery, actor Peter 


Revenge 
of the Ju oon 


| Book BBC Books S 
соо the Tenth Doctor and Martha Jones —— 
Terrance Dicks £1.99 


AFTER LAST YEAR'S BREEZY 
Cyberman story, Made of Steel, it 
looked like Terrance Dicks had found a 
new niche in creating exactly the kind 
of brilliant, straightforward and well- 
paced books he started writing back 
in the 1970s. Revenge of the Judoon 
promised to be more of the same: 
no-nonsense action with a memorable 
race of monsters and the page-turning 
compulsion of the:old Target book 
novelisations. ` 
“Unfortunately, it’s a promise that 
Dicks hasn't delivered on. Sure, the 
superficial elements of the TV series 
all present and correct — the upside- 
down rain and building-snatching 
tactics of the Judoon straight from 
Smith and Jones, the presence of the 
monarch in Scotland from Tooth and 
Claw, and a celebrity cameo from a 
famous writer to boot. But this time 
round, these are about the only things 
this novel has in common with its small- 
screen inspiration. 


ТНЕ 


_ CONDEMNED 


ar EDDIE ROBSON. 


backdrop human misery, the colourful 
and bombastic Sixth Doctor could have 
been ridiculous. Thanks to a sensitive 
performance from Colin Baker and a 
strong script from Eddie Robson, that’s 
never the case.Indeed it's Charley 

who seems more out of place, and it's 
because of her upper class background 
rather than anything else. 

The mystery itself is handled well, 
though pretty convoluted, which leads 
to а very wordy and exposition-heavy 
fourth episode. That said, the Sapphire 
and Steel overtones of the audio 
— mysteriously ringing phones, living 
darkness and ghostly voices — are 
occasionally truly chilling, meaning that 
The Condemned quickens the pulse 
as much as it takes the brain. Working 
on multiple levels, with an immediately 
engaging Doctor and companion 
pairing and a unique style, this is one of 
the best plays for some time. ММ 


was Top Gear's thigh- 
rubbing coverage of that 
crash. Perhaps slightly more 
subtle is President Varlon, 
who carefully consults her 
Spindroid before making 
any decision, although 
even here the parallels to 
our own political leaders 
are uncomfortable. 

The play is perfectly 
cast by director Barnaby 
Edwards, with Graeme 
Garden delighting in 
Vantage's hatefulness, 
James Fleet quietly 
brilliant as the 

professionally dull O'Reilley, and ex- 
boybander Duncan James cropping up in 
a small but perfectly acceptable cameo. 
And Mortis makes sure that the Doctor 
and Lucie don't fade into the background 
by pairing them up and writing them as 
the kind of comic double act that the 
show last did properly in the late 1970s. 

This is classic Jonathan Morris, which 

means it's smart and genuinely funny, 
and with a laugh-out-loud final line. 
With this following hot on the heels of 
last month's Dead London, the second 
series is shaping up to be stronger than 
its predecessor. Now if only they'd do 
something to fix that awful arrangement 
ofthe theme tune... MM 


awkward questions. 
Whatever happens, 

her arrival has given the 
Sixth Doctor audios a 
welcome boost and a 
sense of new direction 
that's been needed for 
a while. 

The Condemned 
sees the TARDIS arriving 
in a Manchester tower 
block in the early 
twenty-first century, at 
alocked-room murder 
scene. Unsurprisingly, the 
Doctor tops the lists of suspects 
given that he's found crouched over 
the body. But there's more to the 
victim than meets the eye, and while 
Charley is incarcerated in a derelict flat, 
the Doctor joins forces with sardonic 
DI Patricia Menzies to untangle the 
web of intrigue and murder he's found 
himself in. 

The setting is utterly contemporary, 
and much more 'real' than usual, 
complete with police procedurals 
straight off The Bill, and run-down 
people trapped in run-down lives. 
Faced with criminals with sordid 
motives, and juxtaposed with a 


У The Condemned 


udio Drama Big Finish 


AND SO SHE’S BACK. LIKE A DIVA 
hungry for the adoration of her public, 
the late lamented Charlotte Pollard 
begins her farewell tour before there’s 
even been chance for a curtain call. 
Those who listened on beyond the end 
of The Girl Who Never Was will have 
heard this coming, but The Condemned 
still starts with a big smile as the 

Sixth Doctor arrives only for Charley 

о declare that she was expecting 
someone else. 

This is an interesting experiment: 
pairing a companion with a past Doctor 
has been done before, but not on an 
ongoing basis, and it will be fascinating 
0 see how the relationship between 
he Sixth Doctor and Charley reveals 
different facets of both characters. 

n this initial audio, the Doctor's first 
reaction is wary amusement, while 
Charley is so delighted to be back in 
the TARDIS that she doesn't seem to 
much mind that she's swapped Beau 
Brummell for Billy Bunter. It'll also be 
interesting to see how long Charley 
can feign amnesia to avoid the Doctor's 


‘Charley’s arrival gives 


h Doctor audios 
a welcome boost...’ 


IN 


SHERIDAN SI 
Max WARP 


э JONATHAN MORRIS 


he shares with the 
presenters of the 
show Max Warp — the Jeremy Clarkson- 
like Geoffrey Vantage, and his diminutive 
sidekick ‘the Ferret’. When the Ferret 
is apparently killed while test driving 
anew Kith ship, the Doctor and Lucie 
turn detective to unravel the truth. They 
uncover festering resentment, Byzantine 
hidden agendas, and a plot to set the two 
empires at each other's throats. 

The Top Gear references, while 
obvious, are mixed in with so much else 
that they don't become tiresome. And 
while the Ferret's accident is so close 
to the real-life Hamster's near-death 
experience that it's totally tasteless, so 


the Si 


») Max Warp 


Audio Drama 


STARTING WITH A CUTTING PARODY 
of Top Gear laddishness and developing 
into a curious blend of traditional murder 
mystery and scattergun satire, the newest 
Eighth Doctor play is refreshingly up- 
front and opinionated after some of the 
ethereally cerebral efforts of the 
previous series. Writer Jonathan 
Morris takes no prisoners as he 
turns his satirical eye on targets 


whopay more attention to their poll 
ratings than doing the right thing. The 
overall impression is of someone who 
looks at the modern world and laughs, 
because to take it seriously would be 
enough to drive him mad with rage. 
The audio has the futuristic backdrop 
of a spacecraft fair organised by two 
previously warring empires, the Varlons 


-and the Kith, who are now living in an 
` uneasy peace. But really, this is the 


NEC Motor Show with sci-fi window 
dressing. The Doctor's enthusiasm for the 
spaceships is, as Lucie points out, typical 
of boys and their toys. It’s an enthusiasm 


` ranging from ‘political correctness 
“gone mad’ columnists to politicians 


» Dalek Empire: 
The Fearless - 


| ORANIA Big Finish 

б Noel Clarke, Maureen 

O'Brien riter Nicholas Briggs 

RAP £10.99 

1 CURRENT SERIES OF 

Dalek Empire reaches its climax, 

Agnes Landen's fleet is all that 

stands between the Daleks and 

their goal of eliminating the 

Earth. With Salus Kade recovered 

from his mission to eliminate 
Susan Mendes, but still ina 

dangerously unstable‏ لأ 

mental state, things 

١ look pretty bleak for 

| the Earth Alliance. 

| While the war 

WU rages on outside, 

" this episode is 
more interested in 
‘ developing the twisted 

relationship between 
Landen and Kade. As a result, 
what it lacks in Dalek action it 
tries to make up in the verbal 
sparring between the two 
humans, While that’s interesting, 
and ties up the plots that have 
been developing across the 
series, it also means that this 
instalment is not as different 
from its predecessor as it could 
have been. 

Fortunately, the final third of 
the audio redresses the balance 
by combining Kade and Landen's 
battle of wills with the final 
assault on the Dalek warships. 
Forced into an unfamiliar and 
uncomfortable place, Landen 
stubbornly insists that there 
are no good choices in war, 
her justification for doing 
‘the necessary’ to turn Kade 
into a Fearless killing machine 
and a figurehead for the Earth 
Alliance. Meanwhile, Kade’s 
rage, so effective when focused 
against the Daleks, threatens 
to tear apart the floundering 
Earth Alliance. 

Boasting а tense finale and 
strong central performances this 
ties up The Fearless effectively, 
and ends ona suitably sequel- 
seeking note even despite . 
the relative low profile of the 
Daleks themselves. The audio 
equivalent of a popcorn movie, 
Dalek Empire — The Fearless has 
been utterly gripping from start 
to finish; and leaves this listener 
hungry for more. i ¥ 
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SEASONS 22 10 26, 
THE TU MOWE 


ох Mad Norwegian Press 
Ву Tat Wood 
RRP $24.99 (US) 
to be the most detailed and 
comprehensive are ten a penny. 
About Time — The Unauthorised 
Guide to Doctor Who, however, 
is pretty much the real deal. Not 
only is it written with more wit 
than most, and supplemented 
with many involving essays, 
it also has a welcome lack of 
agenda in that it isn’t obviously 
pro one era over any other. 
Looking at Seasons 22-26 
and the 1996 TV Movie, Volume 
6 considers what is arguably 
the series’ most controversial 
period with the same fairness and 
appreciation of what was trying 
to be achieved. While it comes 
down fairly heavily on the side 
that it was the programme's mid- 
1980s obsession with continuity 
that threw away its regular 
audience, it also heaps praise on 
Revelation of the Daleks; says 
Robert Ashby's performance as 
the Borad in imelash should be 
counted alongside Christopher 
Gable’s Sharaz Jek in The Caves 
of Androzani; and that stories 
such as Delta and the 
Bannermen and The 
Happiness Patrol 
were clear signs 
of a ‘creative 
renaissance’. 
Author 
Tat Wood 
can digress 
a bit. One 
minute we're 
talking about the 
postponed Season 23, 
the next we're discussing 
BBC serial The Tripods and 1980s 
daytime quiz Going for Gold. 
Neither am | too convinced that 
watching poor stories with the 
sound down is a particularly 
helpful way to re-evaluate them. 
Elsewhere, however, the writing 
is so considered and persuasive 
as to convince you of almost 
anything. Indeed, if a measure of 
good Doctor Who writing is the 
times it inspires you to go back to 
the original material, then this is 
an unqualified success. VE 


new Queen, is limp, and Rex Robinson, 


١ as Chief Miner Gebek, disconcertingly 


West Country. 
The story's linking narrative is read 
by Sladen, making her début for the 


* soundtrack range. This narration doesn't 


give much about what characters look 
ike, but says a lot about where people 


| are standing and what they're doing, that 
| makes this one о the fullest examples 
١ of the series. The same, though, cannot 


be said about Sladen’s bonus interview. 
Her comments about hearing Pertwee's 


| voice again are touching, but the rest has 


he brevity of something rushed in at the 


| end of a long recording day. 


Audio soundtracks of familiar stories 


| can be enjoyable, particularly when the 
١ drama can be freed from the sometimes 
. limited production values of the original. 


The Monster of Peladon, however, is an 
uphill struggle in whatever form. VB 


Barrowman reads the 
_ CD version of his book 
|. with all the confidence 
| and swagger you might 
| expect. The opening is 
written like a film script, 
which the author attacks 
_ like he's pitching a 
` movie. Talking about 
his sexuality and the 
prejudice that some 
cultures still hold, he raises his voice to a 
pitch that rings with anger and frustration. 
The CD version differs to the book 
in а number of ways. The material is 
abridged (running time lasts two hours 
15 minutes) and unlike the book's 
format of jumping back and forth, the 
CD chooses to straighten the story out. 
We begin with Barrowman winning the 
role of Captain Jack, but from there on, 
it's an orderly pattern. The abridgement 
means that it misses out on a certain 
amount of colour - the larger-than-life 
character of Barrowman's Gran, Murn, for 
example, and the fighter jet chapter both 
disappears completely. It's also a shame 
that the already limited Torchwood and 
Doctor Who material is cut further. Fair 
enough - this is Barrowman's story, 
and the book, and his reading of it, can 
be funny, surprising and at times, quite 
touching. Captain Jack fans, however, 
might feel a little left out. VB 


١ and numerous prison escapes, what's 
| happening and why all becomes а bit of 
` a blur. Performances are lacklustre. The 
_ leads, Jon Pertwee and Elisabeth Sladen, 
` are okay, but Nina Thomas, as Peladon's 


Writer Brian Hayles reintroduces a 


before. Squeaky-voiced hermaphrodite 


rather effective scenes of Aggedor's 


: spirit striking down Peladon's miners 

| soon descends into a rather routine tale 
١ of civil unrest and rebellion. While it's a 

| little unfair for Peladon's authorities to 


expect the miners to return 
to the mines, the constant 
clashes between the two 
drive the story into the 
ground. Where The Curse 
of Peladon achieved а 
rich gothic atmosphere, 
Monster only manages 
a dull monotony. Hayles’ 
solution to this is to keep 
locking the Doctor up 
and inventing hostage 
situations so other 
characters can dash to 
the rescue. But after two 
attacks by miners on 
the planet’s Armoury, 
several orders of 
execution on the Doctor 


stories about playing him are seldom 
found. We get his joy at getting the 

part — “The best bloody news ever” — 
and his first day filming, but not a lot else, 
which is disappointing considering Jack's 
five-episode run in the 2005 series. 

We hear that he thinks the Doctor Who 
set is a more relaxed one with David 
Tennant than with Christopher 

Eccleston, and that he feels very close 
to his Torchwood co-stars. But for more 
impassioned writing and opinion, it’s 
family and the West End that fire the 
author up most. 


; dragging them into a war and mining 
١ the planet for trisilicate, a mineral 
‚ needed to continue the war effort. 


. Jot of the elements that worked well 


| hexapod Alpha Centauri is back, and 
| so are the Ice Warriors and Peladon's 
١ Royal Beast Aggedor, this time mainly 
| as а fiery apparition used by enemy 
‚ agents in a plot to seize the planet's 
` trisilicate supplies for the opposition. 
: Sadly, though, what starts with some 


The Monster of Peladon 


Audiobook BBC Audio 


ONE CAN ONLY ASSUME THAT, 
having released The Curse of Peladon 
soundtrack last year, BBC Audio has 
settled on this bloated and much less 
engaging sequel simply out of some 
fannish concern for symmetry and 
tidiness, It's not that there isn't a good 
idea buried at the centre of it all. Set 50 


years after the Third Doctor's first visit, 
it's heavily implied that the Doctor got 

it wrong, and that, having encouraged 
Peladon to join the Common Market-like 
Galactic Federation so its people could 
have a better way of life, Peladon is 
actually worse off, with the Federation 


EN А0010, 


THE ORIGINAL 
BBC TELEVISIOI SOUNDTRACK 


JOHN BARROWMAN LOOKS TO HIS 
beloved musical theatre for the structure 
of his autobiography. He names his 
chapters after show tunes, each one 
representing a significant event in his 
ife. Journey of a Lifetime, therefore, is 
about the family Barrowman's move from 
Scotland to America, Don't Fence Me In 
and The First Man You Remember about 
Barrowman recognising he was gay and 
his first gay kis, and Defying Gravity 
about flying a Hawk fighter jet with the 
RAF in 2007. 

Barrowman's passion for performing 
akes us from singing songs as a boy on 
he counter of a record shop to winning 
drama competitions and belting out 
musical numbers at American theme 
parks, and eventually the West End. 

The Doctor Who and Torchwood material 


is slotted in here and there; in another 
move inspired by musical theatre and 
the author's preference for stories that 
avoid a straight chronological pattern. 
Barrowman's enthusiasm for Captain 
Jack is tangible, but hard and fast 


РА 
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She’s а nun with а gun, who happens 


ا усш grat 5 = таг Anna Hope without the whiskers ilî HET ISIE‏ كك 
Menzies, inthe new Doctor Who aio pie led,‏ 


Hello, Anna. Do you like cats in real life, or are | The Face of Boe’s death in Gridlock is amazing. 


you more of a dog person? | Was it hard to get tearful over a giant prosthetic 
“| like them both. | didn't like animals much when ¦ face ina case? 
| was little — | was a bit scared of dogs — but now ı "When the Face of Boe died, when they took him 
| really want to get a cat.” | out of the case, he was on the floor and we all... 

| cos һе had these tentacles, which end in these 
Is this because of Doctor Who? | orby things, and we all took a latex orb in our 
“No, | just fancy a cat.” ! hands, and it was actually really, really moving 

| — bizarrely enough. He had this lovely presence 
Did you do ‘animal study’ at drama school? | about him, so it wasn't hard." 


“| did, yeah. | was at RADA, and it's taken really 
seriously. You have to go to the zoo and watch an 
animal for six weeks. | did an iguana. | should have 


The ultimate accolade for any actor is to be 
turned into an action figure. What's it like to see 


gone for a sloth. At the end of term, we did these ١ yourself in plastic, just a few inches tall? 
kind of dance montages as our animals.." | "| come in two sizes, actually. [Chuckles raucously] 

١ | do! Everybody said, ‘Don’t take them out the box! 
How does an iguana dance? | You should never take them out the box!’ So | put 
"Really freakily. If | did my iguana dance, you'd be | them on my shelf for three weeks, but then, after 
gobsmacked.” , awhile, | was like, ‘Sod this, toys are there to be 

| played with; so | ripped them out — and had а good 
So how did you prepare for the role of Novice | fly around my bedroom with them." 
Hame in New Earth? ; 


“When | got the part, | was like, ‘Oh God, what am | ‚ Still living the dream, Anna! 

going to do? I'm in way over my head here.’ | asked ; "Well, you've got to have a play. I'm 
the director [James Hawes], very nervously, ‘Do you ‚ showing my age, but | remember 
want our movements to be catty? What percentage | when the Star Wars figures 

cat, what percentage human?’ He said, ‘No, no, | came out, and my brother was 
just slightly, in the gestures and stuff’ In the event, : collecting them, and we used 

; to get the duvet and make 


Was it uncomfortable? | — whats 
“Well, they glue it onto your face. It's very high-tech. | the name 


[Laughs] And then they airbrush it. The whole i ofthe planet 

process took about three hours. To get it off atthe — | in The Empire 

end of the day took another hour — which is worse, | Strikes Back? The 
because you're desperate to get it off You wantto — | cold planet? The white 
rip it off. | used to get really itchy around the ears.” | duvet was the snow.” 


Novice Нате gave you a rash?! 
“| suppose she did! But it was still a lot of fun” 


i Detective Inspector... 

Would you have preferred for your face to be . "That's quite high up the ranks, isn't it? | think. Oh, 
Seen on screen? ١ | should know this! Her name's Patricia Menzies...” 
“No, | loved it. | was surprised, because | thought | 
was going to be more human than cat, but it looked 


brilliant; it really, really worked. It was fabulous." 


Is she a tough, no-nonsense copper? 

"She doesn't take any nonsense from anybody, 
no. But she has this whole kind of reality shift when 
she encounters the Doctor. She has to take on 
board a whole new world. She does very well." 


If l'm honest, she doesn't sound quite as 
incredible as a cat nun... 

"No, but it's audio, so you have so much more 
freedom, because you can't be seen. It's kind of 
hysterical. Put a bunch of actors together, and 
it's always hysterical.” «t» 


Anna Hope was talking to Benjamin Cook. 
| ow from Big Finish. 


(Î to her chin 
5 New Earth. 
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CHECKING IN! 
The Doctor arrives at 
Hotel Historia and meets 
its unusual manager, for 
an all new comic strip 
adventure — written, 
pencilled, inked and | 
coloured by Dan McDaid! |. 
It's а DWM first! 


DINING OUT! 


The Time Team 
continue their quest 
to watch every Doctor 
Who story in order, 
from the start! And 
there’s two Time 
Lords on the menu 
when Clay, Peter, Jac 
and Richard meet The 
Two Doctors... 


ا 


NOT ALL... 


Russell T Davies reveals 
more about Series Four 
| in Production Notes; 
| The Five Doctors 
DVD is spotlighted in 
The DWM Review; the 
latest casting news in 
Gallifrey Guardian; your 
views on all the latest 
Doctor Who goings-on in Galaxy Forum. Plus 
You Are Not Alone, Who On Earth Is..., DVD 
and Audio Previews, competitions and more! 
Don't be an April Fool — make sure you 
order your copy now! 


Р 
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[1]. NEWSAGENTS AND COMIC SHOPS FROM 3 APRIL PRICE £3.99 


YOU ASK THE PRODUCERS! 


As it’s our Series Four launch issue, we’re 

putting your questions to Doctor Who's three 

producers; Julie Gardner, Russell T Davies and 
: Phil Collinson. Will your question be put to the 
: three who rule? And how will they respond? Ве 
i back here in four weeks to find out... 


TALKING IN THE LIBRARY 
Steven Moffat, acclaimed writer of the Doctor 
Who stories The Empty Child/The Doctor 
Dances, The Girl in the Fireplace, Blink and 
the Children in Need Special 
CN Time Crash, is back with 
a new two-part story. 
\ DWM tracked him 
down to question 
him about his 
latest exploration 
into the dark 
places, Silence in 
the Library, and 
why we should 
be counting those 
shadows... 
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